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Prophecy begins to make sense when you understand its primary purpose is to 
expose and explain events associated with the coming King and His kingdom 
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Thesis Overview 
 
Following creation, Satan corrupted heaven and earth (Gen. 3:1-6; 6:6:11-12; 
Job. 15:15; Eph. 6:12). What he didn’t know, however, was that God has been 
overseeing two programs to reconcile both spheres back to Him (Eph. 1:10). 
God’s program for heaven was unknown. It involves the mystery Body of 
Christ and our inheritance there in heaven with Christ (Eph. 1:3, 20; 2:6) 
“kept secret since the world began” (Rom. 16:25). His program for earth, how-
ever, was well known. It involves prophecy for Israel concerning the Davidic 
Covenant Kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16), aka the Millennial Reign of Christ, prepared 
"from the foundation of the world" (Matt. 25:34) that has progressively un-
folded "by the mouth of the prophets since the world began" (Luke 1:70; see 
Acts 3:21). The prophets revealed five Covenants God made with Israel to 
guard her and guide her earthly pilgrimage beginning with the calling of 
Abraham through the inauguration of the Kingdom. Moses, who first prophe-
sied of a coming Tribulation for Israel also linked it to renewed obedience to 
the Covenant (Deut. 4:30-31; see Exod. 2:24; 19:5; Lev. 26:41-46; Ezek. 
20:37) which he warned was the key to continued blessing and possessing the 
Covenant Land required for the Kingdom (Lev. 26; Deut. 28). However, tim-
ing for this Covenant Kingdom was unknown until Daniel codified the final 
490-years into a prophecy calendar of seventy weeks of seven years with two 
stipulations: it MUST be fulfilled by “thy people” (Israel), and it MUST involve 
“thy holy city” (Jerusalem). (Dan. 9:24-27). When the Lord Jesus came to 
earth 2000 years ago, it was precisely as Daniel – and the prophets – had pre-
dicted (Dan. 9:24-27; see Matt. 26:56; see Acts 3:18-26). His mission was to 
inaugurate the Davidic Covenant Kingdom (Luke 1), so He preached the gos-
pel of the kingdom to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matt. 4:17, 23; 
15:24). However, Kingdom prophecy was put on hold when the King was “cut 
off” (Dan. 9:26) precisely at Daniel’s 70th week. This left one final seven-year 
period still to be fulfilled by Israel before the Kingdom can begin. Christ clari-
fied the 70th week in the Olivet Discourse where He called it “tribulation” 
(Matt. 24:21, 29) This same phrase was later used by John in the Book of Rev-
elation (Rev. 7:14) which describes it from commencement (Rev. 6) through to 
its conclusion (Rev. 19) and the return of the Lord of Glory - Israel’s Messiah -  
to earth to establish His Kingdom “immediately after (Israel’s) Tribulation” 
(Matt. 24:29; 25:31-34; Rev. 19:11).  
 
Now herein lies the crux of our thesis: Prophecy assigns the Tribulation to 
Israel (Deut. 4:30) as purification and punishment (Lev. 26; Ezek. 20:37; see 
Matt. 3:7; 24) before the Kingdom (Isa. 24; Jer. 30-31; Joel; Zephaniah; Matt; 
Rev. 6-19). The Body of Christ – which is positionally seated “in heavenly 
places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3; 2:6) was unknown to the prophets and hidden 
from their prophesies. We have no purpose for being here and there isn’t a 
verse anywhere in the Bible clearly identifying us on earth for a single moment 
of “Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1; Zeph. 1:15) without redefining words 
like “saints” and “elect” which in the Tribulation Trilogy studied in its Jewish 
Setting specifically refer to Israel and/or Tribulation converts.    
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1 
The Setting 

 
“All Scripture is profitable for us, but all Scripture is not personally to us.” 
That means Scripture for Israel is not for the church and vice versa. Scholars 
teach God orchestrated this distinction between Israel and the Body of Christ 
as a means of rightly dividing Scripture.  
 
Understanding the divine plan for reconciling both heaven and earth is foun-
dational to dispensational theology. Paul points this out in his letter to the 
Ephesians: "That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are 
on earth; [even] in him:" (Eph 1:10 KJV). The premise of Israel’s Tribulation 
Trilogy is actually a dichotomy just mentioned that underscores everything 
you’re about to read: Israel and the church Body are not the same and neither 
are God’s plans for them. In fact, they are as different as heaven and earth 
(Gen. 1:1), and mystery and prophecy; each with separate programs govern-
ing them (Rom. 16:25; Acts 3:21). It’s not difficult to see the divisive results 
from disregarding this God ordained distinction. Dr. Noah Hutchings ob-
served,  
 
"If only Christians would hear what God has spoken to them during this age, 
and claim that which God has given to us and let Israel have that which God 
has promised to them in the Covenants, then all who believe in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour could fellowship one with another. If Christians would right-
ly divide the Word, then all Scriptures would fall into their rightful place." 
(Why So Many Churches, 1992) 
 
Students study Scripture through one of two lenses: the objective lens (exege-
sis), or the outcome lens (eisegesis). A quick trip to a Christian bookstore 
proves the number of students viewing eschatology through the latter lens is 
shocking. Honesty with text requires us to reject the temptation to impose our 
feelings above facts in order to arrive at pre-conceived conclusions based on 

the convention rather than the context. 1 The division between Old and New 
Testaments is a gargantuan example of this. 
 

Dividing Old and New Testaments  
 
Consider this. When the Bible was written conventional wisdom convinced us 
that the Old Testament is for Israel – which is true. However, they also told us 

                                                             
 
1 Most doctrinal disagreements stem from men conflating God’s prophetic program 

for Israel and her earthly kingdom, with His mystery program for the Body of Christ 

and our heavenly inheritance.  
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it ended with Malachi, which is NOT true. The fact is, the New Testament 
didn’t begin until the death of Christ the Testator over thirty-three years later 

(Matt. 27; see Hebrews 9:16-17). 2 Now some will contend this is inconsequen-
tial nonsense – and by the appearance of their writings, it obviously is. How-
ever, for the rest of us committed to rightly dividing the word of truth, it 
means this: Everything we’ve been taught that was for us needs to be evaluat-
ed on the basis of a division no one bothered to tell us was part of the equa-
tion. Here’s an example: Christ’s teachings up through the crucifixion (Matt. 

3-27) are in reality a furtherance of the Old Covenant 3 “time past” narrative 
that in reality extends through the Gospel of John. The Sermon on the Mount 
so many try to force upon the church as a mode of works salvation was actual-
ly for the Kingdom Christ came to Israel to inaugurate.  
 
Determining the precise meaning of any Bible Book, verse, or passage requires 
one to understand the specific circumstances encapsulating it. In every pas-
sage you have to ask yourself who, what, when, where, and why. This is the 
setting. The 16th Century Bible translator Myles Coverdale put it like this (sic): 
“It shall greatly helpe ye to understand Scripture, if thou mark not only what 
is spoken or wrythen, but of whom and to whom, with what words, at what 
time, where, to what intent, with what circumstances, considering what goeth 
before and what followeth.” (The Structural Principles of the Bible, 1969, p. 
xiii).  
 
Essentially, Mr. Coverdale was advocating the need for interpreting the Bible 
– not from one’s experience, shrewdness, or theological perspective – but 
solely from its divinely orchestrated setting in which each of the sixty-six 
Books exists and from which an impartial interpretation can spring forth 
when studied contextually. This setting consists of at least four factors: 
 
1. The person who wrote or dictated it  
2. The purpose for writing it (concern, conflict, correction, compassion, etc.) 
3. The people receiving it (Israel or the Body of Christ) 
4. The period covered – past, present, or future 
 
Since many prophecy books are written today repeating the dubious findings 

of a disgruntled rapture 4loathing news reporter from Kansas, it’s easy to un-
derstand how so many of them are led into conflating God’s program for Israel 

                                                             
 
2 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 

For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all 

while the testator liveth. (Heb 9:16-17) 
3 We’ll discuss more on the five Covenants shortly.  
4 I love Dr. Jack Van Impe’s take on this because it is borne from Scripture: “If there 

is no rapture, there is no resurrection of the dead in Christ.” Hallelujah to the Lamb. 
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with His program for the church which doesn’t work, then lashing out in vio-
lent tirades against those who won’t buy their baloney.  
 

Israel = Earth and Kingdom 
 
“For now have I chosen and sanctified this house, that my name may be there 
for ever: and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually. And as for 
thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, and do according 
to all that I have commanded thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my 
judgments; Then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, according as I have 
covenanted with David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man to be 
ruler in Israel” (2 Chronicles 7:16-18). 

 
God called Abraham as father of the Jews promising to bless those who bless 
this family, and conversely curse those who curse them. I respect and agree 

with Dr. Scofield who loved Israel and wrote, 5 “Whoever reads the Bible with 
any attention cannot fail to perceive that more than half of its contents relate 
to one nation: the Israelites. He perceives, too, that they have a distinct 
place in the dealings and counsels of God. Separated from the mass of man-
kind, they are taken into covenant with Jehovah [we’ll present and discuss], 
who gives them specific promises not given to any other nation. Their history 
alone is told in Old Testament narrative and prophecy [which inci-
dentally continues through the crucifixion]; other nations are mentioned only 
as they touch the Jew [really consider this last statement because in it is the 
key to unlocking this entire book]. It appears, also, that all the communica-
tions of Jehovah to Israel as a nation relate to the Earth [this will become a 
major component in the hermeneutic advanced in this treatise]. If faithful and 
obedient, the nation is promised earthly greatness as a kingdom or priests 
(Exodus 19:5-6), with riches, and power [the Kingdom in Jerusalem promised 
to King David in perpetuity]; if unfaithful and disobedient, it is to be scattered 
among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other" (Deut. 
28:64). Even the promise of the Messiah is a blessing to all the families of the 
Earth [the Messiah Israel rejected became our Saviour]." (Jew, Gentile, and 
the Church of God) Bold added. My comments are in [brackets]. 
 
To begin with, Israel is God’s premier elect NATION on earth (Deut. 7:6; Isa. 
45:4); to be an obedient kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:5-6). She exists from 

prophecy spoken in “time past” 6 by the mouth of the prophets “since the 

                                                             
 
5 We have these Old Scofield Bibles (KJV, Bonded Leather) available for a gift to our 

ministry of $34. Stamps are welcome.  
6 Paul provides us with a three-fold perspective for studying the Bible: past, present, 

future. Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past (see Acts 14:16) Gentiles in 

the flesh, But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
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world began” (Luke 1:70; Acts 3:21; see Matt. 25:34). Bear in mind, prophe-
cy enhances or explains events surrounding earth, and Israel’s divine ap-
pointment to earth’s destiny, featuring the King and His Kingdom.  
 
1. It is Israel to whom God’s prophets presented five covenants guiding and 

guaranteeing her future on earth, including a lineage, land, laws, and a 
Lord – King – that began with Abraham and will continue through the 
Millennium.  

2. It is for Israel that the earthly kingdom was “prepared from the founda-

tion of the world” (Matt. 25:34) 7 and through whom the Messiah was 
born and to whom He was presented, rejected, and yet one day will return 
to fulfill the Lord’s prophetic prayer, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
in earth…” (Matt. 6:10).  

3. It is to Israel the Lord Jesus explained this Davidic Covenant Kingdom 8 
will be inaugurated following His visible Revelation in Jerusalem (Matt. 
24; see Zech. 14; Rev. 1:7; 19:11-21) “immediately after the Tribulation” 

(Matt. 24:21, 29). 9 
 

Church = Heaven and Inheritance 
 
"Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly [places] in Christ: ... That in the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; [even] in him: ... 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
the blood of Christ” That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of 

his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus (excerpted from Eph 2:6-13). 
7 God’s purpose for earth is a kingdom in Israel. All thy works shall praise thee, O 

LORD; and thy saints [Jews] shall bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy 

kingdom, and talk of thy power; To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, 

and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 

thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. (Psalms 145:10-13 – my com-

ment in brackets) 
8 “Israel in her kingdom and in fulfillment of God’s covenant with her will provide for 

the subjection of the world to God’s ways and for the establishment of His paths for 

it to walk in. The will of heaven will reign and rule on this earth in Israel’s covenant-

ed kingdom.” (Properly Handling the Word of Truth by Keith R. Blades, p429) 
9 It’s important to know that the Tribulation constitutes an unprecedented period of 

punishment, and purification of Israel in preparation of the establishment of the 

Davidic Covenant Kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16; Rev. 20) in Jerusalem following the Revela-

tion of Jesus Christ predicted for Israel in time past (Zech. 14:4; Matt. 24:29-31; 

25:31-46; Rev. 19:11-21) to occur in the ages to come. The Tribulation is NOT for the 

Body of Christ, aka the church.  
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Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set [him] 
at his own right hand in the heavenly [places]" (Ephesians 1:3, 10, 20). 
 
The church has NO inheritance in earth, and no sustaining purpose here 
(study Eph. 1-3; Col. 3:1-6) except to instill jealousy into the heart of Israel 
(Rom. 11:11) “until the fulness of the gentiles be come in” (Rom. 11:25). She is 
the Lord’s heavenly BODY (Eph. 1:3; 2:6); a mystery “kept secret since the 
world began” (Rom. 16:25), given to Paul alone by our heavenly risen Lord 
Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:20) in a personal post ascension revelation (Rom. 16:25; 
Gal. 1:12; Eph. 3:1-9). Currently the church occupies a temporary position on 
earth during Israel’s hiatus between Daniel’s 69th and 70th week (Dan. 9:24-
27) to provoke her to jealousy (Rom. 11:11). The Body of Christ was unknown 
to any of the prophets (Col. 1:26) and therefore was never included in their 
earthly prophecies featuring Israel’s Davidic Kingdom, and Tribulation (“Ja-
cob’s trouble” - Jer. 30:7) preceding it. If we the Body of Christ are present on 

earth during Israel’s final seven-year 10 holocaust, the Holy Spirit not only 
contradicted the prophecy to Daniel, but He went to great lengths to keep us 
from knowing it or being able to conclusively prove it. While we can find Israel 
and the anti-Semitic Gentile nations on earth during Jacob’s trouble just as 
Daniel predicted (Dan. 2, 7-12), the heavenly Body of Christ – which has been 
promised deliverance from this divine punishment (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; 2 
Thess. 2:5-7; we can’t be found - Rev. 6-19) – is conspicuously absent (Rev. 6-
19). To wit, there isn’t a verse anywhere in the Bible clearly and unequivocally 
placing the church Body of Christ on earth for a single moment of Jacob’s 
trouble without pulling from the Jewish setting and redefining the words 
"saints" and "elect", and “disciple(s)” which in Israel’s Tribulation Trilogy of 
Daniel, the Olivet Discourse, and Revelation specifically refer to Israel or 
Tribulation converts.  
 

Right Division Required 
 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). By design, God 
placed divisions in Scripture that when ignored leave the Bible somewhat 

cryptic. 11  
 
Paul mandates the Bible be studied rightly divided. This means there is a right 
division and a wrong division. From the opening verse of Scripture, we find a 
dichotomy in creation, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1). Then from Genesis to Revelation, these two realms are 

                                                             
 
10 EW Bullinger taught the number 7 means “spiritual perfection” (Number in Scrip-

ture). Walter Wilson adds that it “is used to represent GOD's complete provision 

both in CHRIST and in His dealings with men.” (Wilson’s Dictionary of Bible Types).  
11 “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a 

matter. The heaven for height, and the earth for depth . . .” (Proverbs 25:2-3). 
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distinct. To wit, Jeremiah tells us God has a plan to govern these two spheres 
having “appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth” (Jeremiah 33:25). 
These are Mystery for heaven, and prophecy for earth. Understanding this 
dichotomy between heaven and earth is foundational to dispensational theol-
ogy as Paul points out in his letter to the Ephesians: 
 
"That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in 
one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 
[even] in him:" (Eph 1:10 KJV) 
 
The mystery program is for heaven featuring the provisional church Body of 
Christ and our inheritance there with the Lord. This program was unknown to 
the prophets, revealed by Jesus to Paul: “…according to the revelation of the 
mystery, which was kept secret since the world began” (Romans 16:25). The 
church Body that appeared as a mystery (Rom. 16:25) will likewise disappear 
in a mystery (1 Cor. 15:51) when “the fulness of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 
11:25). 
 
The prophecy program concerns God’s plans for earth featuring the elect na-
tion Israel and her coming kingdom: “As he spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets, which have been since the world began” (Luke 1:70; see Acts 3:21). 
The prophets were the messengers along with Peter and the apostles (Gal. 2:7-
9). At the forefront of Israel’s prophecy panorama are five covenants (dis-
cussed later) beginning with the perpetual Abrahamic Covenant (see Judges 
2:1) from which all others are linked and upon which all others are built. Play-
ing a featured role is the Davidic Covenant. Keith R. Blades writes: “Israel in 
her kingdom and in fulfillment of God’s covenant with her will provide for the 
subjection of the world to God’s ways and for the establishment of His paths 
for it to walk in. The will of heaven will reign and rule on this earth in Israel’s 
covenanted kingdom.” (Properly Handling the Word of Truth p429). One day 
this Kingdom will be inaugurated in Jerusalem by David’s Son and Israel’s 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, following His glorious Revelation to Israel (Zech. 14:1-
9; Rev. 19:11-21) "immediately after the tribulation" (Matt. 24:29), a time of 
intense persecution and punishment that Moses prophesied for Israel to occur 
in the latter days (Deut. 4:30). Tribulation Scripture coincides with Daniel’s 
Seventieth Week (Dan. 9:24-27). It is called the “time of Jacob’s Trouble” (Jer. 
30:7; Dan. 12:1) because it was designed to punish Israel for her rebellion 
while preparing her – and earth at large – for the coming earthly Kingdom 
(Exodus 19:5-6; Jer. 30-31; Ezek. 20:37; 22:18-22; Hos. 5:15).  
 
Both programs have separate purposes and ordinances (Jer. 33:25); existing 
“since the world began” (Acts 3:21; Rom. 16:25). In the grand arrangement, all 
Scripture exists to explain or enhance either the prophetic program for Israel 
concerning earth, or the mystery program for the Body of Christ concerning 
heaven [Discussed more thoroughly later]. 
 
Second, the 2 programs extend across 3 time periods – Past, Present, Future. 
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heav-
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en” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) God’s two programs for His two entities can each be 
viewed from a triad of dispensational time periods. 
 

1. Past - “time past” – (Eph. 2:11-12) –Prophecy Program for the nation 
Israel (which includes her history);  

2. Present - “but now” – (Eph. 2:13) –Mystery Program of  the Body of 
Christ exclusive of the nation Israel;  

3. Future – “ages to come” – (Eph. 2:7) –Prophecy Program to be ful-
filled through the nation Israel.  

 
Third, the 3-time periods present us with 2 Primary Gospels for the 2 Pro-
grams – Kingdom for Circumcision (Israel), and Grace for the Uncircumcision 
(Gentiles). If you’re ever itching for a fistfight, explain to a carnal Christian the 
word gospel doesn’t mean salvation. According to Strong, it means “a good 
message”. As such, the gospel is a good news message to certain peoples in 

Scripture God reached in specific dispensational periods. 12 We’ll discuss two 
primary gospels covering the two programs of prophecy and mystery: 
 
Prophecy Program Gospel: the gospel of the kingdom (Matt. 4:23; 9:35) – 
is good news to the Jews which Christ preached “in time past” connecting Is-
rael to the perpetual Abrahamic Covenant (see Judges 2:1) and the circumci-
sion (Gen. 17; Gal. 2:7) and Davidic Covenant (earthly Kingdom from David’s 

seed (2 Sam. 7:8-16). 13 Bear in mind the church must be removed at the rap-
ture allowing for Jewish Tribulation evangelists in the “ages to come” to once 
again preach this gospel of the kingdom message heralding the Lord’s return 
to inaugurate His Davidic Kingdom in Jerusalem (Matt. 24:14). [Old Cove-

nant, Dispensation of the Law]14 

                                                             
 
12 The Old Scofield Bible defines a dispensation   as “a period of time during which 

man is tested in respect of obedience to some specific revelation of the will of God.” 

In simplest terms, dispensationalism teaches us that God dispenses his overarching 

program differently to the people living in different ages. As an example, God dealt 

with Adam differently than He did Abraham, who was dealt with differently than 

Moses, who was dealt with differently than Paul, and so forth. While some misun-

derstand the reality and relevance of this, the truth is that unless you are worshiping 

on Saturdays and bringing sacrificial lambs with you to a temple, you are at some 

level a dispensationalist. 
13 God made 5 unilateral Covenants with Israel and none with the Body of Christ. 

Bear in mind our status: “without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 

Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise …” (Ephesians 2:12).  
14 This includes the gospel of circumcision (Gal. 2:7), which is good news for the Jews 

preached “in time past” linking them to the perpetual Abrahamic Covenant (see 

Judges 2:1), the foundational contract for Israel’s relationship with God. It formed 

the groundwork for the promises that would be revealed in the other covenants. The 
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Mystery Program Gospel: the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24) – is 
good news for Jews and Gentiles who come to Christ by faith and are saved, 
justified, sanctified, glorified, and spiritually baptized into the Body of Christ 
(1 Cor. 12:13) where we are seated in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6) and sealed 
forever (Eph. 1:13-14) apart from anything other than faith in Christ’s shed 
blood which permanently removes our sin from us. By Paul’s own words this 
was a gospel unique for the uncircumcision (Gal. 2:7), never before preached 
or taught: “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of 
me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:11-12). Dr. William Mac-
Donald observes that this “is the thrilling message of God's undeserved favor 
to guilty, ungodly sinners who deserve nothing but everlasting hell. It tells 
how the Son of God's love came from heaven's highest glory to suffer, bleed, 
and die on Calvary in order that those who believe on Him might receive for-
giveness of sins and everlasting life.” (Believer's Bible Commentary, 1995) 
This is the only gospel of salvation (Eph. 1:13; see 1 Cor. 15:1-4; Gal. 1:6) for 

this dispensation. [No Covenant, Dispensation of Grace] 15 
 

Chart: Dispensational Time Triad  
 

PROPHECY  
“time past” Eph 2:11-

12 
Israel, a Nation 
Old Covenant 

Kingdom presented 
and rejected 

“Which God hath spo-
ken by the mouth of all 

his 
holy prophets 

since the world began” 
(Acts 3:21; see Luke 

1:70) 

MYSTERY  
“but now” Eph 2:13 
the Church, a Body 
Post New Covenant 

Began after the death 
of Christ 

 
“according to the reve-
lation of the mystery, 

which was 
kept secret 

since the world began” 
(Rom. 16:25; see Eph. 

3:1-9) 

PROPHECY  
“ages to come” Eph 2:7 

Israel, a Nation 
Old Covenant (continues) 
To be ratified at the Reve-

lation 
 

“For these be the days of 
vengeance, that all things 

which are written 
may be fulfilled” 

(Luke 21:22) 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, James, Peter (Cephas) and John were all ministers of the circumci-

sion (Rom. 15:8; Gal. 2:7-9). [Old Covenant, Dispensation of the Law] 
15 This includes the gospel of uncircumcision (Gal. 2:7), which is is good news for 

Gentiles as Paul explains, “Ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 

That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 

Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without 

God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made 

nigh by the blood of Christ” (Ephesians 2:11-13). [No Covenant, Dispensation of 

Grace] 
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Foretelling:  

the Day of the Lord 

 
Finalizing:  

the Day of (the Lord 
Jesus) Christ 

 
Fulfilling:  

the Day of the Lord 

“Time past” 
(Eph. 2:11-12) 
Genesis-John 

Profitable for us 

“But now” 
(Eph. 2:13) 

Romans-Philemon 
Personally, to us 

“Ages to come” 
(Eph. 2:7) 

Hebrews-Revelation 
Profitable for us 

 

in Adam 
earthly kingdom 

Christ prophesied as 
Messiah 

Moses/Prophets 
Dispensation of the 

Law 
Gospel of circumcision 

(Gal. 2:7) 
Gospel of the kingdom 

(Matt. 4:23; 9:35) 
 
 
 

Revelation  
(Zech. 14:3-4) 

in Christ 
heavenly inheritance 

Christ is Head of Body 
Apostle Paul 

Dispensation of Grace 
Gospel of uncircumci-

sion 
(Gal. 2:7) 

Gospel of the grace of 
God 

(Acts 20:24; see 1 Cor. 
15:1-4) 

 
Rapture  

(1 Thess. 4:13-18) 

in Adam 
earthly kingdom 

Christ becomes the Messi-
ah 

Moses/Prophets 
Dispensation of the Law 
Gospel of circumcision 

(Gal. 2:7) 
Gospel of the kingdom 

(Matt. 24:14) 
 
 
 

Revelation  
(Rev. 19:11) 

 
 

Blind, asleep, lost 
(Rom. 11:7,8,25) 

 
For I would not, 
brethren, that ye 

should be ignorant of 
this mystery … that 
blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, 

until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in 

(Romans 11:25) 
 
 

 
 

Aware, awake, saved 
(Dan. Rom. 11:25-26) 

 
Foretold 

Daniel’s 70 Weeks - 
Dan. 9:24-27 Jacob’s 

trouble/Day of 
trouble/ 

Coming of the Messiah 
Day of the 

Lord/Davidic Cove-
nant/New Covenant 

Resurrection  
(John 5:28-29) 

  
Fulfilled 

Matt. 24; Rev. 6-19 Tribu-
lation/Great Tribula-

tion/Hour of  
temptation 

Revelation of Christ 
Day of the Lord/Millennial 

Kingdom/Resurrection  
(Rev. 19-20) 

Ages to come 
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Before we discuss the effect of Israel’s Prophecy Program on the ministry of 
Christ, let’s pause to consider that its focus is bi-directional: time past and 
ages to come. The emphasis of prophecy is primarily the elect nation of Israel 
(Isa. 45:4) and the glorious appearance (Revelation) of the Messiah on earth  
to establish Israel’s kingdom (Dan. 2:44) under a King from the lineage of Da-
vid in the city of Jerusalem (Isa. 24:23; Mic. 4:7) in fulfillment of the Davidic 
Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16; see Dan. 2:44) following the Tribulation or time of 
Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 9:24-27; Matt. 24-25; Rev. 19-20). Prophecy 
designated for Israel focuses on earth, the Tribulation, and the kingdom and 
by design DOES NOT include the Body of Christ, the church! 
 

Christ’s Ministry under the Old Covenant 
 
“And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom 
the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 
3:20-21). 
 
One of the main ingredients facilitating interpretation is the setting. It must 
never be altered to achieve a desired result. I’m sad to report that preachers 
have for years – me included - pounded out sermons demanding their church 
members conform to the teachings in the Sermon on the Mount without con-
sidering one extremely important element: its testamental setting. 
 
Regardless of what we’ve all been taught, Jesus’ primary ministry was to the 
Jews- aka the circumcision - in an Old Testament setting emphasizing the 
Kingdom based in prophecy and detailed in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Paul confirmed this: “Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision16 for the 
truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers” (Romans 15:8-
italics added). “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law” (Galatians 4:4). According to 
prophecy Jesus’ mission was to “fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15) and rati-
fy Covenants made with Israel (see His summation in Luke 24:44). As part of 
this He offered the Davidic Covenant Kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16) to “the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel” (Matt 15:24) because “salvation (was) of the Jews” 
(John 4:22) awaiting the Kingdom,   
 
“That we [Israel] should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all 
that hate us; To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember 
his holy covenant; The oath which he sware to our [Jews] father Abra-
ham” (Luke 1:71-73 – bracketed comments added). It begins to fit together 

                                                             
 
16 Paul distinguished his ministry from Peter’s thusly, “But contrariwise . . . the gos-

pel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision 

was unto Peter” (Galatians 2:7- italics added). 
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when you add in the fact that the sign in the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 
17:10) is circumcision. Israel was unequivocally the focus of the Lord Jesus’ 
earthly ministry provable by His mission and messages Matthew recorded:  
 

 Matt. 4: Jesus began by preaching the Jewish Kingdom to Jews  

 Matt. 5-7: Jesus taught the principles of the Jewish Kingdom to 
Jews  

 Matt. 6:10: Jesus prayed “thy kingdom come . . .  in earth” in the 
presence of the Jews 

 Matt. 13: Jesus gave parables of the Jewish Kingdom to Jews  

 Matt. 21-23; 26-27:  Jesus presented the Jewish Kingdom to Jews  

 Matt. 24-25: Jesus made a promise 17 He would return to establish 
the Jewish Kingdom to Jews. As a side note, in Matthew 24:29 the 
Lord predicted He would return to set up the Kingdom immediately 
after the time of Tribulation. When studied in context, Christ gave the 
Olivet Discourse to describe the holocaust in Jerusalem prior to His 
return. Even so, this single verse continues to be the premier “gotcha” 
moment used by anti-PreTrib proponents who ignore setting to ad-
vance their argument.  

 

  

                                                             
 
17 Anti-PreTrib zealots make a case from nothing here. Since Christ’s offer to set up 

the Davidic Covenant Kingdom had been rejected out of hand (Matt. 21-23) Peter, 

James, John, and Andrew came to the Lord Jesus privately to ask when He would 

inaugurate the Davidic Covenant Kingdom in Israel (Mark 13:3-4). His response forms 

the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25) focusing on signs of the Tribulation – aka time of 

Jacob’s trouble (Deut. 4:30; Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1) immediately preceding His Revela-

tion return as King of kings to Israel.   
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Israel’s Prophetic Hope 
 
“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 

fathers by the prophets, 18 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds” 
(Hebrews 1:1-2; see Luke 24:27, 44). The Book of Hebrews is written to and 

for Jews as part of the prophecy program. 19 As previously stated, in God’s 
grand plan, Israel exists from prophecy (time past) focusing on the earthly 
Kingdom and coming King (ages to come). All of it according to Covenants 
God made with His elect Israel. The Body of Christ operates in the “but now” 
epoch as a temporary mystery Israel’s blindness facilitated. Christ – King of 
the Jews – ministered under the Old Covenant. Bear in mind “Jesus Christ 
was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promis-
es made unto the fathers” (Romans 15:8). By His own lips, He came to “the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 10:6; 15:24) preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom to them (Matt. 4:23; 10:7). This ministry lasted over three years 
and targeted Israel accompanied by miracles, wonders and signs (Acts 2:22), 

in an effort to convince Jews that Jesus was the Messiah20 and the Davidic 
Covenant Kingdom was at hand. In the end, Israel rejected the Kingdom and 
crucified the King (Matt. 21-23; 27) and has now diminished in blindness 
making way for the mystery Body hidden from sight all this time (Rom. 11:12, 
25; 16:25).  
 
If Satan had his way, all future hope for ratifying the Davidic Covenant (2 
Sam. 7:16) would have ended at the cross and the disciples would have admit-
ted defeat and wandered off never to be heard from again. That’s not what 
happened because these Jewish disciples knew, 
 

 The Kingdom belonged to Israel by Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16) 
and must be inaugurated  

 The Lord Jesus was the prophesied Messiah 21 for the Kingdom 

                                                             
 
18 Everything was revealed to God’s prophets concerning earth, Israel, and events 

leading to the Davidic Kingdom (2 Kings 17:23; 21:10; 24:2; Jeremiah 25:4; Daniel 

9:10; Amos 3:7; Revelation 10:7). 
19 The Book of Hebrews is a great writing, and is profitable for us, but is not person-

ally to us. In case the name of this treatise isn’t a clear enough reference to its in-

tended audience, the opening verse should.   
20 He was one of a kind: prophet, priest, and king; all in all, the promised Messiah. 
21 The word Messiah (see John 1:41; 4:25) contemplates Christ as the final or great-

est Prophet, the final Priest, and the final King. The Messiah is Israel's one hope. As 

the Anointed or Sent One, it is said of Christ that God gave the Spirit to Him without 

measure (Joh_3:34). In Him, to be sure, all the fullness of the Godhead dwelleth bod-
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 The Kingdom was offered, rejected, and the King was murdered, but 
rose from the dead  

 The crucifixion didn’t annul the Kingdom promise proffered in the 
Covenant 

 The King promised to return following the great Tribulation to estab-

lish the Kingdom 22 in Jerusalem, Israel (Matt. 24:29; see Zech. 
14:1-4; Rev. 19:11). 

 

Chart: Old Covenant – “time past” 
 

Old Covenant (Pre-Crucifixion) 
Temporary blood of goats and calves (Heb. 10:4) 

“Time past” 

His Messiahship 
King of the Jews 

Jesus Christ was by birthright King of the Jews; 
God with us (Isa. 7:14; 9:6-7;  
Matt. 1:18-252:2; 27:11, 37). 

His Messenger 
Repent, the King is here 

John the Baptist preached to Jews, “Repent ye, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”  

(Matt. 3:2). 

His Motive 
Fulfillment of prophecy 

To fulfill OT Scripture (Isa. 7:14; 9:6-7; 52-53; 
etc) as God “spake by the mouth of his holy 

prophets, which have been since the world be-
gan” (Luke 1:70 – study Luke 1:68-80 carefully). 

His Message 
Repent, the Kingdom is here+ 

“Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matt. 4:17; see 2 Sam. 7:16). (Confirmed with 

signs and all preaching and teaching  
thru the crucifixion) 

His Ministry 
Lost sheep of Israel 

To the lost sheep of Israel (Matt. 10:6; 15:24; 
23:37). 

His Mission 
The Kingdom 

For the “restitution of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 

since the world began (Act 3:21). 23 

New Covenant (Post Crucifixion) 
Eternal redemption by His own blood (Heb. 9:12) 

 
“For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 
For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all 

while the testator liveth” (Hebrews 9:16-17) 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
ily (Col_2:9). Both the priestly and the kingly aspects of Messiah continue forever, if 

not the prophetic. –Dr. Lewis Chafer (Systematic Theology).  
22 “All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; 

and shall glorify thy name” (Psalms 86:9) 
23 While the sacrificial death of Christ was planned from the foundation of the world 

(Rev. 13:8), it was the human consequence of the rejection of His kingdom.  
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Peter the Leader of the Jewish Ekklesia (church) 
 
To reiterate briefly, the prophecy program concerns God’s plans for earth fea-
turing the elect nation Israel and her coming kingdom: “As he spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began” (Luke 
1:70; see Acts 3:21). The prophets were the messengers along with Peter and 
the apostles (Gal. 2:7-9). At the forefront of Israel’s prophecy panorama are 
five covenants (discussed later) beginning with the perpetual Abrahamic Cov-
enant (see Judges 2:1) from which all others are linked and upon which all 
others are built. Playing a featured role in Covenant progression is the Davidic 
Covenant wherein a Kingdom will be inaugurated in Jerusalem by David’s Son 
and Israel’s Messiah, Jesus Christ, following His Glorious Revelation to Israel 
(Zech. 14:1-9; Rev. 19:11-21) "immediately after the tribulation", a time of in-
tense persecution and punishment that Moses prophesied for Israel to occur 
in the latter days (Deut. 4:30; Matt. 24:29). Tribulation Scripture coincides 
with Daniel’s Seventieth Week (Dan. 9:24-27). It is called the “time of Jacob’s 
Trouble” (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1) because it was designed to punish Israel for her 
rebellion while preparing her – and earth at large – for the coming earthly 
Kingdom (Exodus 19:5-6; Jer. 30-31; Ezek. 20:37; 22:18-22; Hos. 5:15).  
 
Christ came to offer the Kingdom and for over three years, His faithful disci-
ples listened to His preaching and believed He indeed was the Messiah and 
the Kingdom of Heaven - introduced in Deut. 11:21 and prophesied in Dan. 
2:44 - was at hand (Matt. 4:17). Moreover, from the beginning to the end, 
these men were committed to seeing it established according to the national 
prophetic promises. In the final weeks leading to His return to Heaven, four of 
Christ’s closest confidants (Peter, James, John, and Andrew) privately asked 
about the timing of His return to set up the kingdom in Israel (Mark 13:3-4; 

Matt. 24:3). 24 The Lord responded that He would return after an unprece-
dented time of Tribulation (Matthew 24:29-30) first prophesied by Moses 
(Deut. 4:30) with signs heralding it (Matt. 24; Mark 13; Luke 21).  
 
Take note that although the Lord and the Kingdom had been rejected out of 
hand by Jewish authorities, the resurrection kept it very much alive. After the 
crucifixion (Matt. 27-28; Acts 1), - on the fortieth and final day of His post 
resurrection ministry just prior to His ascension - “[the disciples] were come 
together, [and] asked of him (once again), saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel” (Act 1:6)? Without setting any dates, Je-
sus instructed them to stay in the Jerusalem area awaiting the promise of Ho-
ly Ghost power from the Father (Acts 1:4-8). They did. 

                                                             
 
24 Anti-PreTrib advocates need the Olivet Discourse to be an address to the entire 

church if they are to make their case that the church is here during the time of Ja-

cob’s trouble. That is at best disingenuous or worse, it is deceptive. Study context. 

This was a briefing to Jews concerning signs of the impending Kingdom; the Pauline 

Body of Christ didn’t come into existence until almost mid-way through Acts.  
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Some 10 days after the Lord’s ascension to Heaven, the Holy Spirit fell on 120 
in the upper room during prayer. Filled with the Spirit Jesus promised to send 
(Acts 2; see John 14:16-18; 15:26) Peter preached a soul-stirring message 
highlighting the Messiah in Israel’s prophetic history aimed directly at the 
Jews (Acts 2:14, 22, 29, etc). Three-thousand came to Christ (Acts 2:41), were 
baptized, and formed the Jewish ekklesia (assembly, church). Bear in mind, 
this was NOT the ekklesia Body of Christ where Paul is the Apostle (Gal. 2:7-
8. If Bible students would undertake an unbiased tour through the Book of 
Acts, it will convince them that this ekklesia was Jewish and transitional dis-

appearing after Peter 25, which ultimately led to Paul and the revelation of the 
mystery (Rev. 16:25; see Gal. 1:12) that will one day disappear in a mystery (1 
Cor. 15:51). 
 

Transition to the Jewish church 
 
With the formation of the Jewish ekklesia, came a conversion from the reli-

gious rigors of Judaism.26 There were no church buildings and no established 
dogma so during the transition, Peter and the others continued to attend 

Temple prayer rituals (Acts 3:1). 27 On one of those occasions, a lame beggar 
was healed sparking controversy that allowed Peter to preach Christ again. He 
wisely appealed to Israel’s history quoting the Jewish prophets wherein he 
concluded with another plea for the nation to repent, so the kingdom could 
begin, 
 
“And now, brethren [Jews], I wot that through ignorance ye did it [crucified 
Christ], as did also your rulers. But those things, which God before had 
shewed by the mouth of all his prophets [Israel exists from prophecy], 
that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refresh-
ing shall come from the presence of the Lord [the Covenanted Kingdom]; And 
he shall send Jesus Christ [Christ would have come back then], which be-
fore was preached unto you [they had prophecy telling them of Christ’s com-
ing]: Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things [the Kingdom], which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began [prophecy for Israel and the mystery of the 
Body of Christ have both existed since the world began- Rom. 16:25]. For Mo-
ses truly said unto the fathers [Jewish], A prophet shall the Lord your God 

                                                             
 
25 This process begins in Chapter 9 with Paul’s conversion.  
26 The doctrinal separation was made official in the Jerusalem Council. See Acts 15. 
27 It was 3:00 p.m. when Peter and John went up together to the temple in Jerusa-

lem. The early Jewish Christians continued to attend the temple services for some 

time after the church was formed. This was a period of adjustment and transition, 

and the break with Judaism was not made instantaneously. (Believer's Bible 

Commentary, 1995). 
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raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all 
things whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every 
soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the 
people. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow 
after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days” (Acts 
3:17-24 my emphasis and comments in [brackets] added).  
 
According to the context of Peter’s discourse, if Israel had repented, the Lord 
would have returned to inaugurate the Kingdom. Notwithstanding, they re-
jected it again and have diminished (Rom. 11:12) where a spiritual blindness 
further settled over them like a heavy wet blanket. The rejected plea and ulti-
mate murder of Stephen (Acts 7) was the final straw sending Israel into the 
blind stupor we find them in at this hour (Rom. 9-11). 
 
Moving from the Right Division of the Word, we will now inspect some . . .  
 

Things that are Different  
 
Someone wisely noted: "things that are different are not the same." Scripture 
reveals this to us in several areas in God’s Word. For instance, while Peter and 
Paul preached the same Christ, the gospel they each preached was different. 
Peter preached the gospel of circumcision to Israel, while Paul preached the 
gospel of uncircumcision to the Gentiles (Gal. 2:7). Peter's Pentecost message 
to the Israelites included prophecies of the return of Christ and the restitution 
of all things spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world be-
gan (see Acts 3:17-21). Paul however wrote to the Gentiles about the revelation 
of the Mystery, which was kept secret since the world began (Romans 16:25; 
see Gal. 1:12). This section proves things that are different are not the same 
beginning with prophecy and mystery. 
 

Prophecy and Mystery are Different 
 
As we introduced earlier in this treatise, God's economy features two pro-
grams that have existed since the world began. The Prophecy Program (time 
past, and ages to come- Eph. 2:11-12, 7) for Israel, and the Mystery Program 
(but now- Eph. 2:13) for the Body of Christ. Understand God is NOT the au-
thor of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33). Therefore, only one program operates at any 
given time. The current program is the mystery of the Body of Christ, aka the 
church.  
 
The Prophecy Program: “Whom the heaven must receive until the times of 
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 3:21; see Luke 1:70). This 
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program concerns God’s purpose for the earth and Christ’s kingdom 28 in Is-
rael. It began through prophecy in time past, and it will end by fulfilling all 
prophecy in the ages to come during the Tribulation – as Moses prophesied 
(Deut. 4:30) – and on through the Millennial Kingdom. The goal of prophecy 

is the glorious appearance (Revelation 29) of the Messiah on earth30 to estab-
lish Israel’s kingdom (Dan. 2:44) under a King from the lineage of David in 
the city of Jerusalem (Isa. 24:23; Mic. 4:7) in fulfillment of the Davidic Cove-
nant (2 Sam. 7:16) following the Tribulation or time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 
30:7; Dan. 9:24-27; Matt. 24-25; Rev. 19-20). Keep in mind this kingdom has 
been in the works “from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Daniel received a 490-year prophecy for Israel, “thy 

people” (Dan. 9:15-16, 19, 24; 10:14; etc). 31 This 70-week prophecy clock 

stopped about two thousand years ago at Daniel’s seventieth week 32 (study 
carefully Dan. 9:24-27). It will resume when “the fullness of the Gentiles be 
come in” (Rom. 11:25) at the conclusion of the mystery program with the dis-
appearance of the mystery Body (1 Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 4:13-18).  
 
The Mystery Program: “The revelation of the mystery, which was kept 
secret since the world began” (Romans 16:25; see Gal. 1:12; Ephesians 
2:4-10, 3:1-4). The Mystery is that body of truth revealed to and proclaimed 
by the Apostle Paul  alone (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 1:9-10; 3:1-11) concerning Heav-
en and the exaltation of the Body of Christ together in Heaven with Christ 

(Eph. 2:4-10, 3: 1-4; also read carefully Col. 3:1-6).33 The student who under-
stands the distinction between prophecy in “time past” and “ages to come” for 
Israel, and the “but now” mystery of the church, is equipped to avoid conflat-

                                                             
 
28 This kingdom has been in the works from the beginning as revealed at the sheep 

and goat judgment: “Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 

blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world” (Matthew 25:34). 
29 The Revelation of Jesus Christ is the public return of the Lord to Israel with the 

mystery church (1 Thess. 2:19; Rev. 19:14; Jude 1:14) already there with Him (1 

Thess. 4:13-18; Rev. 4:1; 19:11-21).  
30 Dan. 7:13-14; Zech. 14:1-4; compare Matt. 24:29-31; Rev. 1:7; 19:11-21. 
31 Daniel refers to Jews as “saints” 6 times in Daniel 7 in relation to the coming 

Tribulation. Revelation is the companion Book; the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy. 

Therefore, when Revelation refers to saints, it likewise refers to Jews and their con-

verts; NOT the Body of Christ which didn’t exist in Daniel’s mind. 
32 EW Bullinger taught the number 7 means “spiritual perfection” (Number in Scrip-

ture). Walter Wilson adds that it “is used to represent GOD's complete provision 

both in CHRIST and in His dealings with men.” (Wilson’s Dictionary of Bible Types).  
33 Cornelius Stam has written extensively on this. PMI also offers more literature on 

Prophecy and the Mystery. 
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ing Israel’s expectation of a coming Revelation of a King and kingdom – with 
His parenthetical plan for the church Body that appeared as a mystery (Rom. 

16:25) and disappears in a mystery (1 Cor. 15:51), known as the Rapture 34 (1 
Thess. 4:13-17) when “the fullness of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 11:25). I 
love Dr. Jack Van Impe’s take on this because it is borne from Scripture: “If 
there is no rapture, there is no resurrection of the dead in Christ.” Hallelujah 
to the Lamb. 
 

Chart: Prophecy Program vs. Mystery Program 
 

Prophecy Program 
“Time past” – “Ages to come” 

Mystery Program 
“But now” 

“Time past” – “Ages to come” (Eph. 
2:11-12,7) 

Earth and its ordinances 

“But now” (Eph. 2:13) 
 

Heaven and its ordinances 
Since the world began (Acts 3:21) Since the world began (Rom. 16:25) 

Focus on Israel Focus on the Body of Christ 
Prophets of Israel Apostle to the Gentiles (Paul) 

Gospel of the Kingdom Gospel of Grace 
Concerns a kingdom; a political or-
ganization (Dan.2:44, Matt. 6:10). 

Concerns a body; a living organism  
(I Cor. 12:12,27, Eph. 4:12-16). 

 
The kingdom to be established on 

earth (Jer. 23:5, Matt. 6:10). 

The body given a position in heaven  
(Eph. 1:3, 2:5-6, Col. 3:1-3). 

Christ to be its King  (Jer.23:5, Isa. 
9:6,7). 

Christ its living Head (Eph. 1:19-23, 
Col. 1:18). 

The kingdom prophesied "since the 
world began" (Luke 1:68-70, Acts 

3:21). 
 

The body chosen in Christ before the 
world began, but "kept secret since 

the world began"  
(Rom. 16:25, Eph. 1:4-11, 3:5-9). 

Israel to be given supremacy over the 
nations  

Jew and Gentile placed on the same 
level before God (Rom. 10:12, 11:32, 

                                                             
 
34 Here is the bone in the throat for end time’s teachers who invest their souls trying 

to convince their readers that the Lord Jesus wants His Bride to undergo the horrors 

surrounding the world’s second holocaust – the Tribulation and great Tribulation. In 

reality, the Rapture   is for the Body of Christ and occurs before “the time of Jacob’s 

trouble” (Jer. 30:7; see Dan. 12:1). Jacob is Israel therefore the coming Tribulation – 

time of trouble – is for his family - Jews. The Body of Christ is here NOW but only for 

a measured period called the fullness of the Gentiles that followed Israel’s rejection 

of the Messiah and her current blindness. Paul explains how it relates to the mystery 

Jesus revealed to him: 

 

“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should 

be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 

fulness of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom 11:25). 
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(Isa. 60:10-12, 61:6). Eph. 2: 16,17). 
The Gentiles to be blessed through 

Israel's instrumentality (Gen. 
22:17,18, Zech. 8:13). 

The Gentiles blessed through  
Israel's obstinacy (Acts 13:44-46, 

Rom. 11:28-32). 
The Gentiles to be blessed through 

Israel's rise (Isa. 60:1-3, Zech. 
8:22,23). 

The Gentiles blessed through Israel's 
fall   

(Acts 28:27,28, Rom. 11:11,12,15). 
Prophecy mainly concerns nations as 

such (Isa. 2:4, Ezek. 37:21,22). 
The mystery concerns individuals 
(Rom. 10:12,13,  II Cor. 5:14-17). 

Prophecy concerns blessings, both 
material and spiritual, on earth (Isa. 

2:3,4, 11:1-9, etc.). 

The mystery concerns "all spiritual 
blessings in the heavenlies"  (Eph. 1:3, 

Col. 3:1-3). 
Prophecy concerns Christ's coming 
to the earth (Isa. 59:20, Zech. 14:4). 

The mystery explains Christ's present 
absence from the earth (Eph. 1:20-23, 

Col. 3:1-3). 
In prophecy salvation by grace 

through faith alone is not contem-
plated. 

 

Salvation by grace through faith alone 
lies at the very heart of the mystery 

(Rom. 3:21-26, 4:5, Eph. 2:8,9). 

The proclamation of the prophetic 
program committed particularly to 
the twelve (Matt. 10:5-7, Acts 1:6-8, 

3:19-26). 

The proclamation of the mystery 
committed particularly to Paul (Eph. 

3:1-3,8,9, Col. 1:24-27). 

The prophetic program revealed 
through many of God's servants 

(Luke 1:70, II Pet. 1:21). 

The mystery revealed through one 
man: Paul (Gal. 1:1,11,12, 2:2,7,9, Eph. 

3:2,3). 
Old testament writers frequently did 
not understand the prophecies made 
known through them (Dan. 12:8-10, I 
Pet. 1:10-12). 
 

Paul both understood and longed that 
others might understand the mystery 
revealed through him. (Eph. 1:15-23, 
3:14-21, Col 1:9-10, 2:1-3). 

Summary: Prophecy and mystery are different; therefore, they are not the 
same!  
 
Israel and the Church are Different 
 

May I reiterate, the church is not the new Israel. 35 Her future is not on earth 
and she is not looking for – nor does she require - the punishment and purifi-
cation God is going to mete out to Israel and the world during the “Tribula-

tion” (Deut. 4:30; Matt. 24:21, 29). 36 In fact, her inheritance (Eph. 1:11) has 
nothing to do with the earth. She is the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27), spiritu-

                                                             
 
35 Replacement theology is a rank heresy Jesus said originated in the synagogue of 

Satan (Rev. 2:9; 3:9).  
36 Also called “Jacob’s (aka Israel’s) trouble” (Jer. 30:7), “the time of trouble” (Dan. 

12:1), “the hour of temptation” (Rev. 3:10) as well as a few other names. 
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ally seated in heavenly places in Christ (Eph. 2:6; Col. 3:1-3). Her “blessed 
hope” (Titus 2:13) is Christ  and His imminent return in the air (1 Thess. 

4:13-18) to deliver her from the Tribulation wrath 37 to come (1 Thess. 1:10; 
5:9; we can’t be found - Rev. 6-19) by escorting her back to His heavenly 
home. Dr. CI Scofield’s insight is well worth restating here: “Their history 
alone is told in Old Testament narrative and prophecy [which inci-
dentally continues through the crucifixion]; other nations are mentioned only 
as they touch the Jew [really consider this last statement because in it is the 
key unlocking this entire book]. It appears, also, that all the communications 
of Jehovah to Israel as a nation relate to the Earth [this will become a major 
component in the hermeneutic advanced in this treatise]. 
 

Chart: Israel (prophecy) vs. Body of Christ (mystery) 
 

Israel 
“Time past” – “Ages to come” 

Body of Christ 
“But now” 

“Time past” – “Ages to come” (Eph. 
2:11-12,7) 

Nation 

“But now” 
 

Body 
Jews alone Jews and Gentiles together (saved) 

Prophecy (prophets) Mystery (Paul only) 
Wife of YHWH Bride of Christ 

Fully known to the prophets Unknown to the prophets 
The circumcision The uncircumcision 

Peter is spokesman Paul is spokesman 
Occupies four-fifths of the Bible Occupies one-fifth of the Bible 

Born into the nation Born again into the Body 
Temple in Jerusalem Our bodies are the temple 

Wife of YHWH Bride of Christ 
Nation with a land, covenants, and 

laws 
Body without land, covenants, and 

laws 
Temporary indwelling of Spirit Permanent indwelling and sealing of 

Spirit 
Focused on earth Focused on heaven 

Kingdom Inheritance 
Sheep and goat judgment Bema seat 

Clearly seen in the Tribulation Never clearly seen in the Tribulation 
Revelation to earth with church Rapture in the air for the church 

Natural bloodline - Jacob Spiritual bloodline - Jesus 
 
Israel is in the “time past” and “ages to come” prophecy program.  
Let’s establish two factors before we proceed. Israel exists from prophecy. She 
is at the forefront of eighty percent of the Bible. Keeping this in mind when 
interpreting non-Pauline prophesies and writings will lend itself to a proper 

                                                             
 
37 This coming wrath is described fully in Rev. 6-19). 
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understanding. For example, when prophesy speaks of Christ’s visible return 
– aka the Revelation seen by the world –Israel is the subject, NOT the church.  
 
Israel is the only elect nation of YHWH (Psalm 147:20). Her five Covenants, 
her land, and her laws exist from words spoken by prophets concerning an 
earthly kingdom. These have nothing whatsoever to do with the Body of 
Christ and neither does “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7) – aka Tribu-
lation – that will prepare her for the kingdom (Jer. 30-31).  
 
Membership in the Jewish community comes by physical birthright. The fact 
that four-fifths of the Bible pertains to Israel, while only one-fifth of it deals 

with the church 38 underscores without question that Israel is the object of 
God’s word and the apple of God's eye (Zech. 2:8). This means we must inter-
pret the Bible through the lens of God’s purpose for Israel. Through the 
prophets, God gave Israel - not the church - special commissioning and at 
least five Covenants outlining, guiding, and guaranteeing her future.   
 
The church is in the “but now” mystery program.  
 
She is a redeemed spiritual Body in Christ (Rom. 12:5) as well as the Body of 
Christ (1 Cor. 12:27). This Body has been a mystery unknown to the prophets 
and therefore was not revealed in any prophecy from any of the OT prophets. 
It exists solely from the revelation of mystery the Lord Jesus revealed to Paul 
alone (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:3; see 2 Pet. 3:15-16). Membership in the church 
comes by spiritual birth rather than physical birth. Her focus is not an earthly 
kingdom, but a heavenly inheritance (Eph. 1:11, 14, 18; Col. 1:12; 3:24). In 
light of this, the church has not been consigned anywhere in Scripture to be on 
earth during the time of Jacob's (Israel) trouble- aka Daniel’s 70th week, and 
the Tribulation. The church lives spiritually in the heavenlies (2 Cor. 5:1-2; 
Eph. 1:3; 2:6; Phil. 3:20; Col. 3:1) and looks for her Redeemer (1 Thess. 1:10) 
who could come in the air (1 Thess. 4:16-17) at any moment to deliver her 

from the wrath 39 to come prior to the time of Jacob's trouble (Jer. 30:7; Rev. 
3:10; 1 Thess. 1:10). Having appeared as a mystery (Rom. 16:25; Eph 3:3; Col. 
1:26-27), the church will disappear in a mystery (1 Cor. 15:51) thus restarting 

Israel's prophetic calendar with the final week of seven years. 40  

                                                             
 
38 Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology  
39 God’s wrath is NEVER aimed at those in relationship with Him! Nahum 1:2 “God is 

jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the LORD will 

take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.” “The 

desire of the righteous [is] only good: [but] the expectation of the wicked [is] wrath.” 

[Pro 11:23 KJV] 
40 EW Bullinger taught the number 7 means “spiritual perfection” (Number in Scrip-

ture). Walter Wilson adds that it “is used to represent GOD's complete provision 

both in CHRIST and in His dealings with men.” (Wilson’s Dictionary of Bible Types).  
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The distinctions between the church and Israel show up in several ways in 
Scripture including – as mentioned previously – in the distinctions between 
Paul’s ministry to the uncircumcision (Body of Christ) and Peter’s ministry to 
the circumcision (Israel). Dr. Noah Hutchings, one of my favorite Bible teach-
ers, writes, “Investigating the reasons for church differences, I have concluded 
that they lie in the failure to understand the variance between the gospel of 
the Kingdom and the gospel of grace; and more specifically, the message 
preached by Peter and the message preached by Paul. It is my firm conviction 
that if all churches could agree on the first fifteen chapters of the Acts of the 
Apostles, there would be few church differences. Therefore, it is important for 
Christians to understand the difference between the ministry that Christ 
committed to Peter and the ministry that He committed to Paul . . . However, 
the greatest revelation to me concerning dispensational truths and sound doc-
trine was the scriptural evidence that Paul and Peter did not preach the same 
message. They preached the same Christ, but not the same gospel” [gospel 
simply means good news].  p2-3. Dr. Hutchings continues:  
 
“Some might ask, what about the conversion of the household of Cornelius 
when Peter   preached to them the gospel? If you will read in Acts 10:42, Peter 
still preached Christ as the judge or ruler of the living dead. While this is cer-
tainly true, Peter was still preaching Christ from a Kingdom age covenant po-
sition.” p7 (Hutchings 1992). 
 
Israel’s focus is a kingdom on earth that has been spoken by the mouth of His 
holy prophets since the world began (Acts 3:21); the church focuses on 
an inheritance in heaven and exists from the revelation of the mystery the 
Lord Jesus revealed to Paul kept secret since the world began (Rom. 
16:25; see Gal. 1:12).  
 
Summary: Israel and the church are different; therefore, they are not the 
same!  
 

The Rapture and the Revelation are Different 
 
The Rapture is not a hoax molded from an elaborate myth. It’s part of the 
mystery program Jesus revealed to Paul (Rom. 16:25; 1 Cor. 15:51) for the 
Body of Christ which marks yet another distinction between the church and 
Israel. I love Dr. Jack Van Impe’s take on this because it is borne from Scrip-
ture: “If there is no rapture, there is no resurrection of the dead in Christ.” 
Hallelujah to the Lamb. However, those who won’t accept Pauline mysteries 
fight them tooth and nail because they contain “things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
scriptures, unto their own destruction” (2 Pet. 3: 16).  
 
The Revelation is part of the prophecy program in the “ages to come” catego-
ry. It’s the deliverance of Israel following “the time of Jacob’s trouble”. It is a 
well-known Jewish teaching (Psa. 102:16; Isa. 66:15-18; Dan. 7:13-14; Zech. 
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14:3-4; etc). It originated through the prophets, centers around earth, con-

cerns the establishment of the Davidic Covenant Kingdom 41 in Jerusalem, 
and occurs at the completion of the great Tribulation (Matt. 24:29) also 
known as “the time of Jacob's trouble” (Jer. 30:7), Daniel’s seventieth week 
(Daniel 9:24-27, a “time of trouble” (Dan. 12:1), and “the hour of temptation” 

(Rev. 3:10). [Continued discussion in Annotation 42]. His purpose is com-
pletely separate from what we know to be the Rapture. 

                                                             
 
41 “Israel in her kingdom and in fulfillment of God’s covenant with her will provide 

for the subjection of the world to God’s ways and for the establishment of His paths 

for it to walk in. The will of heaven will reign and rule on this earth in Israel’s cove-

nanted kingdom.” (Properly Handling the Word of Truth by Keith R. Blades, p429) 
42 In order to fit the pieces together leading to restarting the prophecy clock and 

ultimately to the Kingdom, we need to understand Daniel's seventy weeks, which we 

will study shortly. Daniel – a Jewish prophet – saw the Lord's first presentation of the 

Kingdom   in a prophecy he foretold of seventy weeks of seven years (for Israel) lead-

ing to the cutting off of the Messiah (Dan. 9:24-26). With the Davidic Covenant in 

mind, John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ began preaching Repent ye: for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matt. 3:2; 4:17). This of course was God's offer to 

inaugurate the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16) and fulfill Daniel's prophecy. When 

Jesus was officially rejected on the exact day Daniel's seventieth week was to begin, 

the prophetic calendar for Israel stopped making way for a parenthetic body to be 

inserted into the fabric of God's providence- a mystery that was unknown by the 

prophets- called the Body of Christ (aka the church). However, this left unfulfilled 

one seven-year period the prophets and dispensational scholars refer to as the time 

of Jacob's (Israel) trouble (Jer. 30:7); a time of trouble (Dan. 12:1); and the Tribula-

tion (Deut. 4:30; Matt. 24:21-29). Bear in mind, the Tribulation is a prelude to the 

day of the Lord a Jewish phrase used by at least nine Jewish prophets that centers on 

earth and concerns Israel and her associates and adversaries, not the church (see 

Zech 12-14; Matthew 24; Revelation 6-19). The focus of the Tribulation is Jerusalem, 

and the abomination of desolation in the Temple (Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 

2:4). Not surprisingly, Daniel's seventieth week - which the Olivet Discourse outlines 

and the Book of Revelation reveals – will be the worst period of devastation and 

anti-Semitism in world history. It will be a time when a sinister figure called Anti-

christ and the Beast leads a carnage against the saints of God (Jews: Dan. 7:18, 21-

22, 25,27; Rev. 11:18; 13:7, 10; 14:12; 16:16; 17:6; 18:24, etc). In the end, Israel- at 

the point of utter annihilation at Armageddon (Joel 3:14; Zech. 14:1-3; Rev. 14:20; 

16:16; 19:11-21)  - will look up to see a white horse in the sky carrying the glorious 

Messiah Jesus who is returning in glory to rescue them from total destruction. His 

feet will split open the Mount of Olives (Zech 14:4) and He will gather earth's survi-

vors, separating the sheep from the goats in judgment (Matt. 25:31-33), therein es-

tablishing the Covenanted Kingdom of David (2 Sam. 7:16) in Jerusalem. This visible, 

triumphant return to Israel- called the Revelation is an event the prophets of Israel 

saw (Dan. 7:13-14; Zech 14). What they didn't see was the mystery; the church play-
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In an article entitled The Glorious Appearing of Christ, Dr. J. Dwight Pente-
cost wrote: “When the Son returns in glory (Rev. 1:13-16 He is fulfilling His 
God given role as Judge (John 5:27). He is portrayed in that role throughout 
the book of Revelation. Christ is the one (Rev. 5:5) who looses the series of 
judgments described in the breaking of the seals (Rev. 6:1-17) and the blowing 
of the trumpets (Rev. 8:2-9:21) . . .  Upon the Second Coming, He will assem-
ble living Israel for judgment (Matt. 24:31; 25:1-30) and will judge living Gen-
tiles to determine who will enter the covenanted kingdom.”  
 

Chart: Revelation vs. Rapture 
 

Revelation of Christ (prophecy) Rapture by Christ (mystery) 
“Ages to come” (Eph. 2:7) 

 
“But now” (Eph. 2:13) 

 
Occurs after the time of Jacob’s trou-

ble aka Daniel’s 70th week 
(Dan 7:9,22; Matt 24:29-31; 

Rev 19:11-21) 

Occurs before the time of Jacob’s 
trouble (Jer. 30:7) aka Daniel’s 70th 

Week (Dan 9:24-27)  
 

A prophecy given to Israel by the 
Lord Jesus Matt 24:29-31; Mark 

13:26 

A promise given to the church Body 
through Paul.  

Was well known to the prophets 
1 Chron 16:33; Isa 26:21; Dan 7-13-

14; Zech 14:4-5 

Was a mystery unknown to the 
prophets 1 Cor 15:51 

In the day of the Lord 
Isa 2:12; Jer 46:10; Ezek 30:3; Joel 

2:11 

In the day of Christ 
2 Thess 2:1-2; 1 Cor 1:8; 5:5; Phil 1:6 

Christ comes with His own 
Rev 19:14 

Christ comes for His own 
1 Thess 4:17 

He comes to the earth 
Zech 14:4-5; Acts 1:11 

He comes in the air 
1 Thess 4:17 

He comes with His Bride 
Rev 19:6-14 

He comes to claim His Bride 
1 Thess 4:16,17 

Public: Every eye shall see Him  Private: Only His own see Him  

                                                                                                                                                 
 
ing a parenthetic role during Israel's blindness (Rom. 11:25). It was Paul - the con-

verted Jewish scholar- that taught two separate comings of the Lord; one for Israel 

on earth which he'd learned in his Jewish studies (Dan. 7:13-14) at the feet of the 

brilliant Gamaliel (Acts 22:3); and one in the heavens for the church he learned from 

Jesus in the revelation of the mystery (Rom. 16:25; Gal. 1:12; Eph. 3:3) separated by 

at least seven years that could begin shortly. The former called the Revelation (aka 

Second Coming) happens on earth and is for Israel; it will be seen by everyone in the 

world (Rev. 1:7). The latter called the Rapture happens in the heavens and will be 

seen by all who have trusted Him (1 Thess. 1:10; 4:13-18; Heb. 9:28). In divine irony, 

the church- which began in a mystery- will likewise disappear in a mystery (1 Cor. 

15:51).   
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Rev 1:7; Matthew 24:30 1 Thess 4:13-18 
A time of mourning and wailing 
Psa 114:7; Isa 26:21; Matt 24:30;  

Rev 1:7 
A blessed hope Titus 2:13 

Unsaved have experienced wrath 
Rev 6:12-17; see Nahum 1:2 

Saved are delivered from wrath 
1 Thess 1:10; 5:9 

Signs precede the Second Coming 
Matt 24; Mark 11; Luke 21 

No signs precede the Rapture 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 
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Focus: Israel and Kingdom 
Matt 24 

Focus: Lord and Church 
1 Thess 4:13-18 

Followed by sheep and goat judgment 
Matt 25:31-46 

Followed by judgment seat of Christ  
Rom 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10 

Millennial Kingdom begins 
Rev 20:1-7 

 
The Rapture is part of the mystery program. It delivers the Body of Christ 
from “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7) since it is for Israel under the 
prophecy program. It was taught by Paul, was unknown to the prophets, cen-
ters around heaven, and is a mystery (1 Cor. 15:51) that removes the mystery 
Body of Christ (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:1-11) at the day of Christ, prior to Daniel’s 

seventieth week. 43  
 

 Mystery appearance of the Body of Christ: “Now to him that is of 
power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was 
kept secret since the world began” (Rom 16:25; see Gal. 1:12) 

 Mystery disappearance of the Body of Christ: “Behold, I shew you a 
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed” (1Co 15:51-52). [SIDENOTE: I find the allusion to the eye 
quite interesting in that Israel is currently blind. Could this twinkling 
be in the Jewish eye? Time will tell]. 

 
Once the mystery Body of Christ is removed – which will occur when “the 
fullness of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 11:25) – the prophecy clock and 

final preparations for the Kingdom can once again get underway. 44  
 
The Revelation was well known by the prophets, is for Israel, and occurs after 
“the time of Jacob’s trouble”. The Rapture is the final mystery in the mission 
of the mystery Body (Eph. 3:1-11), and it occurs prior to “the time of Jacob’s 
trouble”.  
 

                                                             
 
43 Anti-PreTrib proponents claim the church needs to endure the Tribulation to 

prove herself worthy. How can Bible teachers in good conscience subject the church 

to any of the earthly Tribulation hell knowing Christ’s bride has been redeemed (Eph 

1:7), justified (Rom 3:28), and glorified (Eph 1:20; 2:6) by faith in our Saviour’s shed 

blood - with no subsequent requirement to “prove herself worthy”?   They pull this 

sleight of hand trickery simply by redefining a couple words most who read this have 

never really studied- saints and elect. 
44 At some point in the future, God's program will once again feature Israel. Anti-

PreTrib rapturists have identified no starting point for this. 
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Summary: The Rapture and the Revelation are different; therefore, they are 
not the same!  
 

The Day of the Lord and the Day of Christ are Different 
 
The Day of the Lord originated with nine of the Jewish OT prophets as part of 
the prophecy program in the “ages to come” for Israel: Isaiah 2:12; 13:6,9; 
34:8; Jeremiah 46:10; Ezekiel 13:5; 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1,11,31; 3:14; Amos 
5:18,20; Obadiah 1:15; Zephaniah 1:7,8,14,18; 2:2,3; Zechariah 14:1; Malachi 
4:5). Many prophecies and passages warn about this time using prophesies 
that occurred in the past to describe God’s wrath in the future. Zephaniah is 
one with foreboding words: "The great day of the LORD [is] near, [it is] near, 
and hasteth greatly, [even] the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man 
shall cry there bitterly. That day [is] a day of wrath, a day of trouble and dis-
tress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a 
day of clouds and thick darkness, ... And I will bring distress upon men, that 
they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: 
and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Nei-
ther their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the 
LORD'S wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jeal-
ousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the 
land." (Zephaniah 1:14-15, 17-18).  
 
Other prophets add this will be a time of trembling (Joel 2:1), and destruction 
(Isa. 13:6; Joel 1:15), featuring God’s fierce anger (Isa. 13:9;  Zeph. 2:2) 
against his anti-Semitic and atheistic mocking enemies (Isa. 34:8; Jer. 46:10; 
Ezek. 30:3; Obad. 1:15). Scholars viewing earth’s catastrophes and the cosmic 
disturbances (sun, moon, and stars) in the day of the Lord have connected it 
to tribulation passages in the Olivet Discourse, and Revelation  which Moses, 
the Lord Jesus, and John (Deut. 4:30; Matt. 24:21, 29; Rev. 7:14) referred to 
as Tribulation. In that day God will punish Israel (Jer. 30-31; Ezek. 20:37; 
22:18-22) and the world for sin (Rev. 6-19) including the rejection and cruci-
fixion of Christ while purifying and preparing Israel and the world for the 
coming Davidic Covenant Millennial Kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16; Isa. 14; 66:16; Jer 
30-31etc) where Jesus Christ, Israel’s Messiah, will reign from Jerusalem for 
one-thousand years. The fact is, when all passages describing the day of the 
Lord – are considered with those describing Israel’s Tribulation aka “the time 
of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7) occurring during Daniel’s seventieth week (Dan. 
9:24-27), the similarities are undeniable; Israel’s Tribulation is in the day of 
the Lord.  
 
The Day of Christ is part of the mystery program in the “but now” period. It’s 
a Christian phrase Paul was given in the revelation of the mystery for the 
church (see Gal. 1:12). As a Hebrew scholar, Paul was well aware of the pro-
phetic phrase the day of the Lord and knew it described the time associated 
with Jacob's (Israel's) trouble. The fact that he opted to use the day of Christ, 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ, day of the Lord Jesus, and day of Jesus Christ 
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rather than the day of the Lord signifies their distinctions. Dispensational 
scholar Arno Gaebelein explains:  
 
"There is an important difference between the day of Christ and the day of the 
Lord. The day of Christ concerns the Church Body and our homegoing to 
heaven. The day of the Lord concerns the earth -- Israel and the nations. The 
day of Christ begins when He takes His saints in glory and they are with Him. 
The day of the Lord will bring . . . the visible manifestation of the Lord from 
heaven. The day of Christ comes first and the day of the Lord follows [and 
continues] at least seven years later. The day of the Lord does not concern the 
church Body at all; it falls on the world. Before the day of the Lord can come, 
His saints have to be gathered together unto Him. The promise of 1Th_4:16-
18 needs first to be fulfilled. (Paul)  uses this hope of being gathered to Christ, 
when He comes for His saints, as a motive why they should not listen to those 
who said the day of [Christ] is present. He reminds them of the fact that their 
gathering unto Him had not yet taken place. How, then, could the day of the 
Lord be present?" (The Annotated Bible- Arno Gaebelein) 
 
Here are the 7 passages in the chronological order Paul wrote them. Please 
notice if you will that this is a definite terminal period that includes rewards 
and rejoicing and affects Christians only.  
 

 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 (54 AD): “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto 
him,  (2)  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither 
by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of 
Christ is at hand.” Anti-PreTrib writers argue against imminency by 
claiming Paul taught the antichrist had to appear prior to the Rapture. 
This, of course, would place Christians in the time of Jacob's trouble 
causing them to look for antichrist rather than Jesus Christ. The con-
text of Paul's words disproves this notion. A forged letter from Paul 
arrived in Thessalonica claiming the day of Christ (which includes the 
Rapture and the Tribulation) was at hand or had begun. If Paul had 
taught them they were going through the time of Jacob's trouble, why 
were they scared since Jesus would after all be returning within seven 
years? Moreover, why didn't Paul encourage them to stock pile food, 
weapons, and other necessities since this would have been the perfect 
opportunity? The fact is, Paul clearly taught them two comings of 
Christ: the Rapture where the Lord comes for His church to deliver 
them from the time of Jacob's (Israel's) trouble associated with the 
day of the Lord which is to come (1 Thess. 1:10; 4:13-18; 5:9, 23) and 
the Revelation where Christ returns with His church after the Tribu-
lation: 1 Thess. 2:19; 3:13; see Matt. 24:29; Rev. 19:11-21].  

 
Here are the remaining verses describing this event. No mention of judgment 
or any of the woes described by the nine prophets that warned Israel about the 
day of the Lord:  
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 1 Corinthians 1:8 (59 AD): Who shall also confirm you unto the end, 
that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 1 Corinthians 5:5 (59 AD): To deliver such an one unto Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus.  

 2 Corinthians 1:14 (60 AD): As also ye have acknowledged us in part, 
that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the 
Lord Jesus.  

 Philippians 1:6 (64 AD): Being confident of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ.  

 Philippians 1:10 (64 AD): That ye may approve things that are excel-
lent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of 
Christ.  

 Philippians 2:16 (64 AD): Holding forth the word of life; that I may 
rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither la-
boured in vain.  

 
Summary: The day of the Lord and the day of Christ are different; therefore, 
they are not the same!  
 

Chart: Right Division Differences 
 
Israel- a nation Church- a Body 
Prophecy- well known Mystery- unknown 
Revelation to earth after Tribulation Rapture to heaven before Tribula-

tion 
Day of the Lord Day of Jesus Christ 
 
Hear me please. If Bible students will simply mark the difference between 
prophecy for Israel and the mystery of the church, the confusion surrounding 
the Tribulation - “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7) – Daniel’s 70th Week 
(Dan. 9:24-27) quickly dissolves. Sadly, prophecy teachers are often so emo-
tionally invested in anti-PreTrib vitriol 45, they’re afraid to risk acknowledging 
anything even hinting they’re wrong.  

  

                                                             
 
45 Epithets hurled against believers in an imminent, PreTrib rapture are unkind, un-

toward, and unchristian. One of many reoccurring charges is that of being in a clan-

destine conspiracy with the devil. 
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2 
The Nation of Israel  

 
“For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God 
hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that 
are upon the face of the earth. The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor 
choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the 
fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you, and because he would 
keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought 
you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt … Thou shalt be blessed above all 
people …” (Deut. 7:6-8, 14).  
 
"For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it 
hath pleased the LORD to make you his people" (1 Samuel 12:22). 
 
It is impossible to view the Tribulation apart from God’s program for earth’s 
premier nation, Israel. Dr. Van Impe is correct in his assessment; “It must be 
remembered that the Tribulation is especially related to Israel. Once this truth 

is established, all confusion about the time of the Rapture disappears.” 46 
 

From the first mention of the Tribulation 47 in Deuteronomy 4:30-31 (we’ll 
examine more carefully later) through Revelation 19, it is pictured as a time of 
trouble for Jacob, and Jacob is Israel (Gen. 32:28; Deut. 31; Jer. 30-31; Dan. 
12:1; Zeph. 1:15). With a warning against disobedience (see Deuteronomy 
28:58) God designed the Tribulation to ultimately lead His rebellious, stub-
born hearted Jewish people into repentance preparatory to the establishment 
of the Davidic Covenant Kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16; Rev. 20) in Jerusalem. One 
can be sure, “in that day” (Isa. 2:11, 17, 20; 11:11; Jer. 30:8; etc); “the day of 
the Lord” (Isa. 2:12; 13:6; 13:9; Jer. 46:10; etc), “a day of darkness and of 
gloominess” (Joel 2:2), the wayward, blind, and slumbering Israel (Rom. 11:8) 
will awaken to find herself once again on center stage fulfilling Daniel’s seven-
tieth week (Dan. 9:24-27), (study Isaiah 2; 24; Joel; Zephaniah, Matthew 24; 
Mark 13; Luke 21; and Revelation 6-19), currently on hold. The Tribulation 
week will be followed by the Revelation of Jesus Christ predicted for Israel “in 
time past” (Zech. 14:4; Matt. 24:29-31; 25:31-46; Acts 14:16; Rev. 19:11-21) to 
occur in the “ages to come”.  
 
God addresses three main entities in Scripture we’ll call subjects: Israel, the 
church, and the Gentiles. Our concern in this study is with Scripture clearly 

                                                             
 
46 Jack Van Impe Prophecy Bible. 
47 The Law of First Mention teaches that the first time a subject is mentioned in the 

Bible is how it stands connected in the mind of God throughout Scripture. 
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distinguishing between Israel and the Body of Christ. Together they occupy 
the overarching Biblical themes, as each becomes the subject of specific pas-
sages and Books unfolding into an intricate colossus of systematic theology.  
 
The fact is, Israel is key to understanding the Bible and the future. Prophecy 

scholar Dr. Jack Van Impe 48 writes: “It is impossible to grasp God’s prophetic 
plan apart from an understanding of His promises to Israel. The Jews have 
enriched all nations in which they have settled because of God’s promise to 
Abraham (Genesis 12:2), yet no people have suffered so consistently as have 
the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob … God has always kept His 
promises to His people (blessing), but has always warned what would happen 
to them if they turned away from following after Him” (Deuteronomy 28:45-
48).”  
 
The Bible makes it clear that Israel is NOT a perfect nation. Unfortunately, 
those of us that support her – as Scripture commands – are often attacked for 
doing so. Let’s be clear. The Lord’s love, mercy, and patience are beyond hu-
man comprehension. Israel’s rebellion in no way abrogates God’s promise of a 
future King and kingdom. Prophecy has been preloaded with immutability 
guaranteeing His providence and protection on through to Covenant fulfill-
ment. Find that with any other nation on earth. 
 
Dr. Scofield offers this insight into God’s purpose for Israel – yet to be fully 
realized: Israel, so named from the grandson of Abraham, was chosen for a 
fourfold mission: (1) To witness to the unity of God in the midst of universal 
idolatry (Deu_6:4); (Isa_43:10); (Isa_43:12); (2) to illustrate to the nations 
the blessedness of serving the true God (Deu_33:26-29); (1Ch_17:20); 
(1Ch_17:21); (Psa_144:15). (3) to receive, preserve, and transmit the Scripture 
(Deu_4:5-8); (Rom_3:1); (Rom_3:2). (4) to produce, as to His humanity, the 
Messiah (Gen_3:15); (Gen_12:3); (Gen_22:18); (Gen_28:10-14); 
(Gen_49:10); (2Sa_7:12-16); (Isa_7:14); (Isa_9:6); (Mat_1:1); (Rom_1:3). 
According to the prophets, Israel, regathered from all nations, restored to her 
own land and converted, is yet to have her greatest earthly exaltation and glo-
ry. 
 

Israel’s King and Kingdom 
 
Scripture teaches us that Israel is a unilaterally elect nation (Isa. 45:4) called, 
blessed, and protected by God through five contracts called covenants. Abra-

ham was the first man identified as a Hebrew.49 At the time he received the 
First Jewish Covenant, he had no idea what lay ahead for his progeny and no 
extended history to which he could refer when judging the future. Moreover, 

                                                             
 
48 Jack Van Impe Prophecy Bible, (Jack Van Impe Publications), p43. 
49 Abram was from the Noahic line of Shem [Semites] and Eber [called Heber, or 

Hebrew] (Gen 11:10-26; 14:13)  
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there is no indication he fully understood the broad implication of his family 
being as “the stars of the heaven” and “the sand which is upon the sea shore” 
(Gen 22:17). He was simply called by God to believe, and except for a few foi-
bles, he did.  
 

“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 50 as it is in heaven” (Mat 
6:10). Christ’s words here are part of what’s been termed “The Lord’s Prayer.” 
They were taught to Jews during His Sermon on the Mount where He outlined 
principles that will exist in Israel’s Kingdom. It is prophecy, it was under 
the Old Covenant, it concerns earth, and it is expressly for Israel. It has no 
bearing on the church and those claiming otherwise are deceived men who 
can become deceivers (2 Tim. 3:13); a special danger to those who insist on 
dividing the Bible between the OT for Israel and the NT for the church. These 
are the ones that automatically assume that the moment Christ appeared, the 
church is implicated. That simply isn’t true.  
 
When Christ came to earth 2000 years ago, it was to Israel for the purpose of 
fulfilling the Davidic Covenant by setting up the Kingdom in Jerusalem. “And 
Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease among the people” (Mat 4:23). The Gospel accounts focus primarily 
on the Lord’s Messianic Mission to “the lost sheep of Israel” (Jer. 50:6; Matt. 
10:6; 15:24). Paul confirmed the Jewish nature of Christ’s calling: “Now I say 
that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, 

to confirm the promises made unto the fathers” (Rom 15:8). 51 Using 
signs and wonders - proving He was the Promised One (Isa. 7:14; 9:6-7; Luke 
7:22) Jesus revealed Himself as the Messiah who had come to set up the 

“kingdom of heaven” 52 on earth. This of course was the kingdom covenanted 
to David and his seed (2 Sam. 7:16), prefigured by Daniel (7:13-22) and 
prophesied by John (Rev. 19-22). Therefore both the Lord Jesus and John the 
Baptist heralded the arrival of the Davidic Kingdom by preaching a clear invi-
tation to Israel: “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 
3:2; 4:17). Israel’s stiff-necked religious leaders – steeped in tradition revolv-

                                                             
 
50 Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 

and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the 

kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all. (1 Chronicles 29:11) 
51 The promises were made unto the Jewish fathers; they have no bearing on the 

mystery Body of Christ which is distinct by decree and dispensation.  
52 Kingdom of Heaven was introduced in Deut. 11:21 and prophesied in Dan. 2:44 

and is only mentioned in Matthew, which is the gospel of the King and His Kingdom. 

See references: Matt. 3:2; 4:17; 5:3,10,19,20; 7:21; 8:11; 10:7; 11:11,12; 

13:11,24,31,33,44,45,47,52; 16:19; 18:1,3,4,23; 19:12,14,23; 20:1; 22:2; 23:13; 

25:1,14 
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ing around greed – refused the offer and made nefarious plans for disposing 

of the King 53 with nary a heart to repent. 
 
Israel and earth are connected and prophecy is often explaining or enhancing 
the coming King or the kingdom. Prophecy for Israel occurs either in “time 
past” or the “ages to come.” Israel’s earthly greatness is founded on eternal 
promises (Rom. 9:4; 15:8) – called Covenants which are encapsulated in a 
body of ordinances. Beginning with the Abrahamic Covenant – God assured 
him of an expansive posterity in a promised land (Gen. 12:1-5; 15:18; Gal. 
3:16) bequeathed by God. Along with a large progeny and beautiful land with 
established laws governing her, God promised Himself as Messiah to Israel, 
leading the nation into world prominence, power, and peace everlasting (Dan-
iel 2:44-45, Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7, Jeremiah 23:5). This was one of the Covenants 
Christ came to fulfill (Luke 1:70-80). With that, God also revealed the lovely 
Jerusalem as the capital city and the place He wanted the earthly kingdom 
located (Gen 13:15, Deut 34:4, Psalm 37:22, 102:21; Isa 2:2-4; 4; Zech; Matt 
5:5,). The Lord Jesus revealed through the sheep and goat judgment that this 
kingdom has been in the works from the beginning of creation: “Then shall 
the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, in-
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Mat-
thew 25:34). 
 
Once again, we need to bear in mind throughout this treatise the Bible truth 
that God’s overarching blueprint for earth is a Kingdom in Israel. Everything 
in between is an explanation or enhancement of that plan: 
 

Earth/Israel/Nation (Mystery/Church/Body) Jewish Kingdom 
“Time past” (2:11-12) “But now” (Eph. 2:13) “Ages to come” 

(Eph. 2:7) 
 

Israel’s Prophets 
 
“Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the proph-
ets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my 
commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I com-

                                                             
 
53 The rejection of Christ led to the later destruction of Jerusalem (70 AD), Jewish 

banishment from the land and into many foreign nations of the world who accused 

and abused them.   Yet, it was in this condition – resulting from the rejection of 

Christ as Messiah - where they existed as a people without a country until a Spirit 

driven movement called Zionism surfaced at the end of the 19th century, steered by 

Theodore Herzl, that led to reconstituting the nation of Israel in her own homeland 

on May 14, 1948. It is to this nation – and Jerusalem in particular – the Lord Jesus 

will return to set up His Davidic Kingdom under a New Covenant written on the 

hearts of His people. 
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manded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the proph-
ets” (2 Kings 17:13). 
 
“Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words 
of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth” (Hosea 
6:5). 
 
God’s prophets were men God appointed during a time when there was no 
completed canon of Scripture. The fact is, Israel owes her existence to the 
Spirit-inspired prophets of God who witnessed to her, warned her, and pre-

dicted her future with 100% accuracy. 54  We find this of extreme significance 
when Israel first constituted as a nation under Moses (study Exodus). During 
his tenure as leader, he was God’s voice to the people. He wrote five Books 
called the Pentateuch. In these Books (Genesis-Deuteronomy), God taught 
Moses how to work, worship and walk in the Lord, which included an elabo-
rately detailed system of commandments, judgments, and ordinances. He in 
turn taught all of this to Israel. He also taught her about God’s mandate for 
holiness, demanding separation from the egregious occult religious practices 
permeating Canaan, including child sacrifice [modern day abortion], sodomy 

[homosexuality], 55 and bestiality that awaited her in the land.   
 
In the end, it was Joshua, not Moses God chose to lead Israel across the Jor-
dan into Jericho and on to the conquest of Canaan. Once settled in the land, 
evil wasted no time presenting itself in the form of a seductive “religious” sys-
tem with priests and “prophets” Moses had warned about. In order to distin-
guish His prophets from the devil’s, God’s men were required to speak bold 
clear messages that were verifiable by any number of supernatural signs in-
cluding miracles, and prophesies – both short and long range – that had to be 

fulfilled with 100% accuracy (Deut. 13; 18; Matt. 26:56). 56   

                                                             
 
54 Total prophets number about 56. Not all were writing prophets, however. 
55 Today unrepentant sodomites strut the streets of Jerusalem in full defiance of the 

Biblical warnings given to the Fathers. Note the prophetic significance in Revelation 

11:8. Pray for Israel and the peace of Jerusalem.  
56 Now let’s pause for a moment to comment on the unequivocal qualifier just men-

tioned. Signs – which included prophecy - confirmed the message by conforming the 

messenger (Ex. 3:20; 4:8-9; Heb. 2:4; Acts 4:29-31; 14:3; 15:32; 2 Cor. 12:12 etc). In 

so doing, God’s people knew who to trust. Any violation or deviation of any of these 

things by any prophet resulted in disqualification and death (Deut. 13:5; 18:20). You 

would NEVER see God’s prophets parading around in front of a TV camera raising 

money like the mendacious merchandisers extant today (2 Pet. 2:1-3). In this dispen-

sation “faith cometh by hearing … the Word” (Rom. 10:17. Christians don’t need 

prophets or signs to confirm the Bible. We are called upon to believe it, and act upon 

it - period. In light of this, after Revelation (95-96 AD) - the final book of the canon - 

was completed, the prophetic office ceased. 
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This was the beginning of the office of prophet originating with Samuel (Acts 
3:24). From that time forward, everything the Lord wanted Israel to know, 
these Holy Ghost inspired men received and relayed: “Surely the Lord GOD 
will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets” 
(Amos 3:7).  Dr. Henrietta Mears carefully condensed the prophetic topics 
into four major categories [my comments in brackets]: 
 

 The dispersion and captivity of God’s chosen people. 

 The coming of the Messiah: [The Jew is still looking for his Messiah] 

 The restoration of the chosen people to their own land under the com-
ing Messiah, David’s greater Son. [This is happening in record num-
bers today] 

 The reign of the Messiah over the whole earth. (What the Bible is All 
About, 1953, 1983, p. 209)  
 

Israel: A Nation that exists from prophecy 
 
“And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom 
God went to redeem for a people to himself, and to make him a name, and 
to do for you great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which 
thou redeemedst to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods” (2 
Samuel 7:23)? 
 
We opened our book with a premise that runs throughout our treatise: Israel 
and the Body of Christ – aka the church– are not the same and neither are 
God’s plans for them. Israel exists from prophecy spoken by the mouth of the 
prophets “since the world began” (Acts 3:21), and the church exists from a 
mystery revealed only to Paul which was kept secret “since the world be-
gan” (Rom. 16:25). To briefly contrast them once again: 
  
Prophecy program for Israel: “Whom the heaven must receive until the 
times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 3:21). An earthly Kingdom 
is the promise from “time past” and in the “ages to come”. 
 
Mystery program for the Body of Christ: “… according to the revelation 
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began” (Romans 
16:25). A heavenly inheritance is the promise made in the “but now” revela-
tion of the mystery. 
 
It’s crucial to Bible study, therefore, to build on the Biblical distinction be-
tween Israel and earth (time past, ages to come) - the Body of Christ and 

heaven 57 (but now) - and their distinct programs – because this provides us 
with a working dichotomy that actually lends itself to sensible systematic the-

                                                             
 
57 Heaven and earth are mentioned in the Bible at least 156 times together.    
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ology. It includes separate ordinances for Israel (earth) and for the Body of 
Christ (heaven) (Jer. 33:25) that actually began without much fanfare in Gen-

esis Chapter One, which is the first mention,58  
 
"In the beginning God created the HEAVEN and the EARTH" (Gen. 1:1).  
 
Read what that says carefully. Notice what it does not say- God “created the 
UNIVERSE”, or God “created the heavens and the earth” as many people 
make the mistake of saying. It says God created the HEAVEN and the EARTH. 
This is because He has a special purpose concerning Israel and earth, which 
is completely different from His purpose concerning the Body of Christ and 
heaven. While the Body of Christ occupies a settled position in “heavenly 

places” (Eph. 1:3, 20; 2:6; etc), Israel 59 is the most important nation in the 
earth. “And what one nation in the earth is like thy people Israel, whom God 
went to redeem” (1 Chron. 17:21).  With regard to her overall importance, as 
Dr. Chafer points out, “Israel occupies nearly four-fifths of the text of the Bi-
ble, while the Church, with respect to primary application, occupies slightly 
more than one-fifth. Because of a strange inattention on the part of many, it 
needs to be stated that there are two major divine purposes, both quite apart 
from that which concerns either the angels or the Gentiles. The distinction 
between the purpose for Israel and the purpose for the Church is as important 
as that which exists between the two Testaments. Every covenant, promise, 
and provision for Israel is earthly, and they continue as a nation with the 
earth when it is created new. Every covenant or promise for the Church is for 
a heavenly reality, and she continues in heavenly citizenship when the heav-
ens are recreated.” (Systematic Theology, 1948) 
 

Israel’s Preeminence 
 
“And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom 
God went to redeem for a people to himself, and to make him a name, and 
to do for you great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, 
which thou redeemedst to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods (2 
Samuel 7:23)? “And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house 
of his servant David; As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which 
have been since the world began” (Luke 1:69-70). 
 

                                                             
 
58 In Hermeneutics, the first time a subject is mentioned in the Bible is how it stands 

connected in the mind of God throughout Scripture. This is called the Law of First 

Mention, or First Mention Principle. 
59 She originally became a nation following the Exodus from Egypt under Moses in 

the 15th century BC. In God’s economy Jerusalem has been and always will be her 

capital. 
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If you follow the free-will pathway of life God set before the people He created, 
you find one leading to His heart for Israel’s supremacy on earth. It has been 
God’s plan from the garden to be in fellowship with man as he exercised disci-
plined dominion over the earth. When Adam sinned, God saved a family (No-
ah) and waited for a man who would become a nation from his son Shem 
(Abraham) and God made a Covenant with him. King David – a man after 
God’s own heart would provide seed for God the Son as the Messiah King, and 
God made a Covenant with him as well. Think of all God has done with these 
people: 
 

(1) He has called them “Israel mine elect” (Isa. 45:4).  
(2) He gave them everything they needed for establishing His earthly 

kingdom including Judaism, desire, direction, people, power, land, 
health, strength, wisdom and wealth (Deut. 7-8).  

(3) He Covenanted to David and his family the Kingdom in perpetuity: 
“And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before 
thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. Psalms 132:11 “The 
LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the 
fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne” (2 Samuel 7:16). “I have 
made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my serv-
ant,   

(4) Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all gener-
ations. Selah” (Psalms 89:3-4). 

 
Now here’s the gist of it. If you can accept the aforementioned information, 
you’ll have very little problem understanding the rest of this book - or the last 
days for that matter. The fact is God forecast His plan for the earth through 
prophecy with Israel at the core. Places, people, property – all pointing to Je-
rusalem and the Revelation of Jesus Christ – the King of kings - in full view of 
the world to establish His Millennial Kingdom at the end of the final dispensa-
tion of the Kingdom according to His Covenants in fulfillment of the prophetic 
word  (Zech. 14:4; Matt. 24:29-31; Rev. 19:11). 
  

A Nation Chosen and Blessed 
 
“The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were 
more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But be-
cause the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he 
had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty 
hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Phar-
aoh king of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 7:7-8).  
 
When the Bible refers to “Israel”, it is using a broad-brush term for the twelve 
tribes we call the Jews–the corporeal offspring of Jacob (Gen. 32:28). God 
spoke to the Jewish Patriarch Abraham and how far reaching it really was, 
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“And I will make of thee a great nation, 60 and I will bless thee,61 and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  (3)  And I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:2-3).  
 

God’s Earthly Jewish Kingdom Plan 
 
Earth ----------------------------------------------------------------Jewish Kingdom 
 
God’s love and plan for Israel is greater than her disobedience (Jer. 31:3). 
Bear in mind throughout this treatise that God’s overarching blueprint for 
earth is a Kingdom in Israel. Everything in between is an explanation or en-
hancement of that immutable plan. Dr. Chafer elaborates on the scope of 
God’s elect by explaining something she enjoys that no other entity in the uni-

verse ever has or ever will- her covenantal significance, “An elect, 62 sacred, 

                                                             
 
60 Make no mistake here regarding her entity or ethnicity. There isn’t a shred of 

Scriptural corroboration for the Body of Christ supplanting Israel in God’s plan for 

earth, and those who do this in any form teach Replacement Theology -a rank anti-

Semitic heresy the Lord Jesus said originated in “the synagogue of Satan” (Rev. 2:9; 

3:9). Israel is the epicenter of prophecy. She looks forward to the coming to earth of 

the Messiah from the lineage of David, to the city of Jerusalem (Isa. 24:23; Mic. 4:7), 

in fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16), following “the time of Jacob’s 

trouble” (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 9:24-27; Matt. 24-25; Rev. 19-20) God designed to bring her 

back from rebellion against Him to a relationship with Him (Zeph. 1:14-18; 2; Jer. 30-

31). 
61 Many verses reinforce this blessing God made to the Patriarch Abraham. “Seeing 

that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of 

the earth shall be blessed in him?” (Genesis 18:18; see 22:17-18; 24:1; Gal. 3) 
62 Since the Bible is the best interpreter of itself, I can think of only two reasons why 

so many prophecy teachers   refuse to compare Scripture with Scripture when draw-

ing a conclusion. First, they fail to recognize the importance. Second, it often refutes 

their ruse. Take for instance the word elect which is one of two “proof text” words 

misused most often by anti-PreTrib debaters. Please don’t misunderstand my can-

dor, but I understand how easy it has been for end time’s authors to hoodwink folks 

that have been led to believe all their Christian life that the church has the exclusive 

use of the word elect when in reality it does not. In the Old and New Testaments, 

the primary focus of the word elect is Israel.   The First Mention in the Bible links it to 

Israel’s precious Messiah (Isaiah 42:1) then using the hermeneutic of Progressive 

Mention (Revelation) Principle we discover in the very next verse that Israel is God’s 

elect (Isaiah 45:4). Interestingly, the Lord Jesus used this word in the Olivet Dis-

course when He answered a question about when He would return to set up the 

Kingdom. He added this to His sterling description of the Tribulation which we know 

was prophesied for Israel by Moses in Deuteronomy 4:30. Jesus said: “And except 
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and everlasting nation is the plan or purpose of God for Israel. This people 
came into being miraculously as the seed of Abraham through Isaac and Ja-
cob. They are the object of immeasurable covenants and promises and this 
becomes their major identification or destination, for the covenants are se-
cured or sealed by the act of Jehovah. Israel stands alone, in distinction 
from all other nations combined. Those many nations are known as Gentiles, 
but Israelites as Jews. Individual Jews are such because of the fact that they 
were born into covenant relations with God by a physical birth. Herein lies a 
great contrast, since Christians are such because they were born by a spiritual 
birth into right relations with God. Because Israel sustains a covenant rela-
tionship to God, He gave them a specific rule of life through Moses. Keeping 
the rule of life, however, did not and could not make them children of Jeho-
vah's covenant. They were to keep the rule of life because they were already 
in the covenant. The believer has a rule of life secured by his position under 
grace today and so keeping this or any rule will not make him a child of God, 
although being a child of the Father above he should walk according to His 
revealed will.” (Systematic Theology, 1948- bold added)  
 

Israel’s Purpose 
 
“And let these my words, wherewith I have made supplication before the 
LORD, be nigh unto the LORD our God day and night, that he maintain the 
cause of his servant, and the cause of his people Israel at all times, as the mat-
ter shall require: That all the people of the earth may know that the LORD is 
God, and that there is none else” (1 Kings 8:59-60). 
 
Prophecy highlights God’s purpose for Israel which is most unique, serving as 
the key unlocking many of the mysteries associated with the earth, the Tribu-
lation, the kingdom, and those associated with all of them. 
 

(1) Israel exists from prophecy and includes 5 Covenants covering her 
past, present, and future  

(2) The goal of prophecy – as well as Israel’s covenants – is the glorious 
appearance (Revelation) of the Messiah - from the lineage of David 

(3) The purpose of the coming of the Messiah is to establish Israel’s king-
dom (Dan. 2:44) of heaven on earth in the city of Jerusalem (Isa. 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's 

sake those days shall be shortened” (Matthew 24:22). Although the Olivet Discourse 

is a continuation of the Old Covenant narrative and uniquely framed in a Jewish set-

ting, rogue Bible teachers choose to consign the word elect used here to the Body of 

Christ so it fits their unprovable presumption. Since most Christians aren’t serious 

Bible students these teachers can delude them with impunity. Not only is this shod-

dy hermeneutics, it has been used too long as a cruel means to steal the “blessed 

hope” (Titus 2:13)   from the heart   of novice or naïve believers who take the word 

of man without checking the word of God.   
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24:23; Mic. 4:7) - in fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16) 
following the Tribulation – which is the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 
30:7; Dan. 9:24-27; Matt. 24-25; Rev. 19-20) 

(4) Jacob is Israel (Gen. 32:28) 
(5) The Tribulation trilogy (Daniel, Olivet Discourse, Revelation) is a 

three-part, end time’s message for Israel unfolding the goals of 
prophecy through a Progressive Revelation introduced in Daniel’s 
prophecy where it was revealed and codified into a seventy-week peri-
od. 

(6) The term is Seventy weeks” (of seven years- 490 years total, with one 
still future). It focuses on “thy people” (Jews) in “thy holy city” (Jeru-
salem), in order to “finish the transgression, and to make an end of 
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlast-
ing righteousness” (the Kingdom), which means “to anoint the Most 
Holy” (the reigning King, Messiah).  

(7) This prophecy continued its Progressive Revelation journey through 
the Olivet Discourse where the Lord Jesus clarified it and where John 
in the Revelation will conclude it.  

(8) All of this is in fulfillment of prophecy as the Lord Jesus summarized 
in the Olivet Discourse recorded in Luke 21:22: “For these be the days 
of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.” Ful-
filled for whom? Israel! See also Matt. 26:56. 

(9) The mystery Body of Christ was never seen by the prophets, so noth-
ing has to be fulfilled through her; the Tribulation is clearly prophecy 
for Israel. 

 

Israel’s Promises (Covenants) 
 
“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then 
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is 
mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.  
 

God is a covenant 63 making, covenant keeping God and Israel's history can be 
traced through the five covenants given by the prophets to Israel, the apple of 
His eye (Zech. 2:8). These Covenants are important in God’s earthly program. 
The majority of Scripture relates in some way to the explanation or the en-
hancement of these important contracts, all of which guide and guard Israel in 
perpetuity and purpose.  

                                                             
 
63 The subject of divine covenants is of solemn importance in that they require 

bloodshed. 
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(Gen. 15:18) 
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1. Abrahamic Covenant: The Abrahamic Covenant triggers God’s 4 sub-
sequent Jewish Covenants, leading to the final New Covenant. In this 
original Covenant, God establishes the  family and lineage of Abraham to 
become a nation through which land was given, laws were given, a King-
dom was promised and a King would come.   

 
2. Mosaic Covenant: God formed a nation to host the Kingdom with 

Kingdom Laws written on tables of stone. Blessing was in proportion to 
obedience and punishment in proportion to disobedience (see Lev. 26; 
Deut. 28).  

 
3. Land Covenant:64 God gave Canaan to Israel with instructions guaran-

teeing Israel would possess her homeland for the coming earthly King-
dom.  

 
4. Davidic Covenant:  God promised the nation perpetuity of leadership 

from the family of David whose Son would reign in righteousness as King.  
 
5. New Covenant: God promised a better - everlasting- (Isa. 61:8) Cove-

nant with His Laws written on the tables of the heart. This is the final and 
lasting portion of His Covenant, that will exist throughout the Millennial 
Kingdom reign of Christ and beyond. It’s established on better promises 
than the Old Covenant, resting on an accomplished redemption [the Old 
was not] securing the perpetuity and future conversion of Israel. The Body 
of Christ does, however, share in the blessings of the New Covenant, as 
the blessings of this covenant are spiritual rather than physical. 

 

May I point you to Dr. Chafer’s explanation in the annotation below.65 God's 
overarching program for the ages is to receive glory and honour and power 

                                                             
 
64 Land Covenant wherein God bequeathed the title deed to Canaan that her Islamic 

enemies are incessantly trying to steal from her. Read Zech 12 carefully! 
65 Dr. Chafer comments on the New Covenant: There remains to be recognized a 

heavenly covenant for the heavenly people, which is also styled like the preceding 

one for Israel a “new covenant.” It is made in the blood of Christ (cf. Mar_14:24) and 

continues in effect throughout this age, whereas the new covenant made with Israel 

happens to be future in its application. To suppose that these two covenants—one 

for Israel and one for the Church—are the same is to assume that there is a latitude 

of common interest between God's purpose for Israel and His purpose for the 

Church. Israel's covenant, however, is new only because it replaces the Mosaic, but 

the Church's covenant is new because it introduces that which is God's mysterious 

and unrelated purpose. Israel's new covenant rests specifically on the sovereign “I 

will” of Jehovah, while the new covenant for the Church is made in Christ's blood. 

Everything that Israel will yet have, to supply another contrast, is the present pos-

session of the Church—and infinitely more. 
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through His creation (Rev. 4:11). Israel was the nation He chose to showcase 
His love, power, and sovereignty. All other entities are subordinate to Israel’s 
covenants outlining God’s plan for earth.66 
 

Dr. Scofield 67 writes: “Genesis 11 and 12 mark an important turning point in 
the divine dealing. Heretofore the history has been that of the whole Adamic 
race. There has been neither Jew nor Gentile; all have been one in "the first 
man Adam." Henceforth, in the Scripture record, humanity must be thought 
of as a vast stream from which God, in the call of Abram and the creation of 
the nation of Israel, has but drawn off a slender rill, through which He may at 
last purify the great river itself. Israel was called to be a witness to the unity of 
God in the midst of universal idolatry (Deu_6:4); (Isa_43:10-12) to illustrate 
the blessedness of serving the true God (Deu_33:26-29) to receive and pre-
serve the divine revelations; (Rom_3:1); (Rom_3:2); (Deu_4:5-8) and to pro-
duce the messiah; (Gen_3:15); (Gen_21:12); (Gen_28:10); (Gen_28:14); 
(Gen_49:10); (2Sa_7:16); (2Sa_7:17); (Isa_4:3); (Isa_4:4); (Mat_1:1).  
 
The reader of scripture should hold firmly in mind:  
 
(1) that from Gen 12. to (Mat_12:45) the Scriptures have primarily in view 
Israel, the little rill, not the great Gentile river; though again and again the 
universality of the ultimate divine intent breaks into view (for example; 
(Gen_12:3); (Isa_2:2); (Isa_2:4); (Isa_5:26); (Isa_9:1-2); (Isa_11:10-12); 
(Isa_42:1-6); (Isa_49:6); (Isa_49:12); (Isa_52:15); (Isa_54:3); (Isa_55:5); 
(Isa_60:3); (Isa_60:5); (Isa_60:11-16); (Isa_61:6); (Isa_61:9); (Isa_62:2); 
(Isa_66:12); (Isa_66:18); (Isa_66:19); (Jer_16:19); (Joe_3:9); (Joe_3:10); 
(Mal_1:11) Ro 9. 10. 11. (Gal_3:8-14).  
 
(2) that the human race, henceforth called Gentile in distinction from Israel, 
goes on under the Adamic and Noahic covenants; and that for the race (out-
side Israel) the dispensations of Conscience and of Human government con-
tinue. The moral history of the great Gentile world is told in (Rom_1:21-32) 
and its moral accountability in (Rom_2:1-16). Conscience never acquits: it 
either "accuses" or "excuses." Where the law is known to the Gentiles it is to 
them, as to Israel, "a ministration of death," a "curse"; (Rom_3:19); 
(Rom_3:20); (Rom_7:9-10); (2Co_3:7); (Gal_3:10). A wholly new responsi-
bility arises when either Jew or Gentile knows the Gospel; (Joh_3:18); 
(Joh_3:19); (Joh_3:36); (Joh_15:22-24); (Joh_16:9); (1Jo_5:9-12).”  
 

                                                             
 
66 While the Body of Christ is certainly a benefactor to these five covenants, none of 

them were made with us; they are all purposefully Jewish.  
67 We have these Old Scofield Reference Bibles in bonded leather, KJV, available for a 

gift to PMI of $30 + $4 s/h (prices can change) to help us minister to you and others. 

Please remember, when you order from us, you help support us. Stamps are wel-

come.   
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In seven stages – dispensations - we find that God begins with two people in a 
Kingdom they defile by sin and later ends with a world full of people in a re-
generated Kingdom who will praise and obey Him.  Some of these overlap one 
another and as such the Scripture references are not to be taken as perfect 
stopping or starting points. 
 
As we’ve learned, God made five covenants with Israel through prophecy, 
which guarantees her a Kingdom as part of His overarching plan for the earth. 
She is also the most despised. Except for Paul’s epistles to the Body of Christ – 
Romans through Philemon - Israel is the focal point of prophecy from Genesis 
twelve through Revelation nineteen. Still, what I find most amazing is this, 
regardless of how ardently we study the Old Testament, earth Israel and 
prophecy intertwine so naturally most Bible students rarely make the connec-
tion. Add to this the fact that Israel is God’s preeminent nation on earth (2 
Sam. 7:23) and focus of prophecy. Think about this. Israel is the nation God 
chose to set His name and establish a kingdom of righteousness on earth, 
shortcomings and all. While this is anathema to some, it is a fact the Bible 
makes very clear.  
 
We will now explore several factors setting Israel – the Covenant nation – 
apart from every other entity in the history of the world.  
 

Israel: A nation of judgments and ordinances  
 
“Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein: I 
am the LORD your God. Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judg-
ments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 
18:4-5). 
 
We’ve established that Israel and the Body of Christ are not the same. The 
former operates in “time past” and “ages to come” and the latter exists in the 
“but now” period. Accompanied by that distinction, are two separate sets of 
ordinances. The ordinances for the Body of Christ come from the writings of 
Paul (Romans - Philemon). Remember, these also remained a “mystery … 
kept secret since the world began” - until Jesus revealed them to Paul alone 
(Rom. 16:25). Conversely, the ordinances for Israel apply to the realm of earth 
and were systematically metered out by prophets through “here a little, there a 

little” Progressive Revelation 68 - that unfolded everything Israel needed with 
perfect timing and divine regularity.  

                                                             
 
68 Progressive Revelation is a hermeneutic principle that enhances Bible knowledge 

which requires a full commitment that lasts a lifetime. Isaiah discloses this succinctly: 

“Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? 

them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must 

be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, 

and there a little” (Isaiah 28:9-10). In order to make this as simple as possible, I 
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God incorporated these ordinances supernaturally into a body of Law consist-

ing of 613 judgments and commandments as part of the Law of Moses 69 
along with, Five Covenants we discussed earlier which He fully communicated 

to Israel through prophecy. All of these specifically for the Jewish people 70 
and all leading them to the royal seed and the glorious Kingdom centralized in 

Jerusalem.71 

 
Israel: A Nation offered a kingdom and rejected her King 
 
Arno Gaebelein writes: “Now if Israel had accepted the testimony of John, and 
had repented, and if they had accepted the King, the Kingdom would have 
come, but now it has been postponed till Jewish disciples will pray again in 
preaching the coming of the Kingdom, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done 
in earth as it is done in heaven.” That will be after the church has been re-
moved to the heavenly places. The history of the Kingdom is given in the sec-
ond chapter. The Gentiles first, and Jerusalem does not know her King and is 
in trouble on account of Him.” (Annotated Bible, 1919) 
 
Israel’s corporate rejection and execution of Jesus was more than just an evil 
act. It was the scheduled postponement of God’s earthly kingdom promised in 

the Davidic Covenant - for a future day dispensationalists 72 believe is upon us 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
found this paragraph from Wikipedia that accurately explains it. “One of the most 

important underlying theological concepts for dispensationalists is Progressive Reve-

lation. While some non-dispensationalists start with Progressive Revelation in the 

New Testament and refer this revelation back into the Old Testament, dispensation-

alists begin with Progressive Revelation in the Old Testament and read forward in a 

historical sense. Therefore there is an emphasis on discontinuity as seen in Scripture. 

Biblical covenants are intricately tied to the dispensations. When these Biblical cov-

enants are compared and contrasted, the result is a historical ordering of different 

dispensations. Also with regard to the different Biblical covenant promises, dispen-

sationalists place more emphasis on to whom these promises were written, the orig-

inal recipients. This has led to certain fundamental dispensational beliefs, such as a 

distinction between Israel and the church.”   
69 Exodus-Deuteronomy.  
70 Cults thrive on low information people who don’t know how to rightly divide the 

Bible and easily fall for the ploy that the Law is for the church when there isn’t a 

verse anywhere telling us that. Study carefully Acts 15, and the Book of Galatians. 
71  “… As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which (remember) have been 

since the world began” (Luke 1:70; cp Acts 3:21).   
72 In short, dispensationalism is distinguished by three key principles:  (1) a clear 

distinction between God's plan for Israel and God's plan for the Church; (2) a con-

sistent and regular use of a literal principle of interpretation; and (3) the understand-
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now. Studying the events leading to the rejection of Christ reveals a religious 
cabal consisting of scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, and other fascist hypocrites 
who plotted to cut off the Messiah as Daniel predicted (Daniel 9:24-26). In all 
irony, Israel’s leaders – always quick to make others believe they were schol-
ars – should have known the Messiah from their OT studies. They didn’t and 
as such, received a stinging reprimand from Lord Jesus which appears to have 
alluded to the coming Tribulation (see full explanation in Annotation below 
73, “If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes … “ (Luke 
19:42).  
 
However, even with Israel’s most favored status as an earthly nation, there’s a 
problem keeping her from receiving the ultimate promised Kingdom: national 
repentance! 
 

Israel: A Nation existing in disobedience 
 
“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the 
earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of 
Israel” (Exodus 19:5-6). 
 
Although somewhat hidden in plain sight, Abraham’s calling reinforces the 
Biblical division between the stars (heaven) and the sand (earth) that has un-
folded before us today. This earth-heaven blessing began when he had his 
Isaac who in turn had two sons, Jacob and Esau. Jacob whom God renamed 
Israel (Gen. 32:28) had 12 sons which Scripture often refers to as the twelve 
tribes collectively known 647 times specifically as the “children of Israel.” It is 
this collective family – the children of Israel – that are the elect of God with 
whom God promised to bless if she would obey Him, and chastise her when 
she didn’t (study carefully Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28).  
 
During her history, Israel has cycled from a relationship to rebellion and back 
again several times  as seen in the seven apostasies in the Book of Judges: 
“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served 
Baalim: And they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, which brought them 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
ing of the purpose of God as His own glory rather than the salvation of mankind on-

ly. 
73 Luke 19:42-44 “Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 

things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.  (43)  For 

the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, 

and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side,  (44)  And shall lay thee 

even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee 

one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.” 
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out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the people 
that were round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked 
the LORD to anger. And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashta-
roth. And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them 
into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands 
of their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand before 
their enemies. Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was 
against them for evil, as the LORD had said, and as the LORD had sworn unto 
them: and they were greatly distressed. Nevertheless the LORD raised up 
judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them” 
(Joshua 2:11-16).   
 
The unspeakable rejection of her Messiah and resultant international dis-
placement is a major reason Christians buy the lie that the church has re-
placed Israel. She hasn’t! This teaching is called Replacement Theology and it 
originates – as Christ revealed – in the synagogue of Satan (Rev. 2:9; 3:9). 
Hitler used similar rationale with infamous consequences. So have Romanists. 
What the perpetrators of this evil ruse refuse to understand is this: Perfor-
mance is NOT God’s standard for standing. It’s based on divine imputation 
(Psa. 32:2; Rom. 4:6-24; etc) Sovereignly, and Providentially rendered (Deut. 
7:6-8). Therefore, though imperfect a people as the world has ever seen, from 
the beginning Israel remains a peculiar treasure (Exod. 19:5; Deut. 14:2; Psa. 
135:4; 1 Pet. 2:9) chosen by God for regal purposes that no doubt seems unfair 
to the world.  
 

Israel’s Punishment 
 
“If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them; Then I 
will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the 
trees of the field shall yield their fruit” (Leviticus 26:3-4). 
 
Currently Israel is in a state of unrepentant rebellion against the Lord and yet 
returning to her promised land in miraculous numbers (Isa 43:5-6; Jer. 23:3-
6; etc). When you study Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28, the path to God’s 
blessing is very clear. So is the path to judgment. While Israel will forever be 
God’s elect nation – He can’t – and won’t – bless sin.  
 
“But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments; 
And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so 
that ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break my covenant: I 
also will do this unto you; I will even appoint over you terror, consumption, 
and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: 
and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. And I will set 
my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies: they that hate 
you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when none pursueth you. And if ye 
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will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you seven 74 

times75 more for your sins” (Leviticus 26:14-18). 
 
Looking in “time past”, this waywardness didn’t begin at her rejection of 
Christ. It developed much earlier. Richard Milne of Probe Ministries offers 
insightful comments, “Israel's history demonstrates that when they broke the 
laws God gave them, they experienced exactly the results God predicted would 
happen if they were unfaithful. No other nation has prophesied its own down-
fall with such accuracy. Thus history demonstrates how accurately God pre-
dicted what would happen to Israel if they disobeyed His laws. And what did 
God predict? To summarize nearly a hundred verses, Israel's disobedience 
brought wasted effort in labors; natural disasters such as drought, blight, and 
locusts to their crops; and disease and death to their animals and themselves. 
Their enemies would defeat them in battle and besiege their cities, resulting in 
plague, famine, cannibalism, and starvation. They would be scattered to for-
eign countries. There some would die; others would live in constant fear of 
both real and imagined disasters, or turn to other gods. They would be sold as 
slaves. Their numbers would decline greatly, as they suffered from fearful 
plagues, prolonged disasters, and lingering illnesses. What an amazing list of 
disasters!”  
 
Let me be clear. Every Christian should be praying for Israel, God’s elect. 
However, to support her and pray for her doesn’t negate reality; while chosen, 
she isn’t perfect. As such, beginning with Abraham God began promising 
blessing for obeying as well as punishment for disobeying (see Gen. 22:18; 
Lev. 26; Deut. 28). As a direct result of Israel’s defection, she has been set 
aside to await national chastising via “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7) 
we also know as Daniel’s seventieth week. During this scheduled Tribulation 
God will make the adjustments necessary in Israel’s heart to finalize all the 
Covenants He made beginning with Abraham. Bible students who keep God’s 
love of Israel and His plans for her earthly Kingdom as the vanguard for inter-
preting Scripture – such as we are doing with this Tribulation trilogy – are far 
more capable of construing once obscure passages by keeping in mind the fol-
lowing short list: 
 
(1) Israel is a holy [set apart by God] nation by election, the most important 

in history. 
(2) Israel is at the forefront of eighty percent of the Bible and subject of all 

non-Pauline prophecy.  

                                                             
 
74 EW Bullinger taught the number 7 means “spiritual perfection” (Number in Scrip-

ture). Walter Wilson adds that it “is used to represent GOD's complete provision 

both in CHRIST and in His dealings with men.” (Wilson’s Dictionary of Bible Types).  
75 In the Bible, time, times and a half is 3-1/2 years (Dan. 7:25; 12:7). It’s very possi-

ble God placed a reference to the seven years of the Tribulation here. Remember, it 

was Moses who first revealed it to Israel (Deut. 4:30).  
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(3) Israel has been promised an earthly kingdom and reigning Messiah. 
(4) Israel is in a covenant relationship with God that guarantees her future 

and guides her to it.  
(5) Israel’s imperfection requires a disciplinary measure which is the reason 

there is a Tribulation coming upon earth (Deut. 4:30; Jer. 30-31).76 
 

  

                                                             
 
76 The Tribulation is for Israel. It is punitive and preparatory. It has no bearing on the 

Body of Christ except in the writings of those who understand it least.  
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3 
The Purpose of 

Israel’s Tribulation  
 
"When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, [even] 
in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be obedient un-
to his voice; (For the LORD thy God [is] a merciful God;) he will not forsake 
thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he 
sware unto them" (Deuteronomy 4:30-31 KJV). 
 
Israel’s Tribulation is an extremely misunderstood and misrepresented doc-
trine. Retrospectively, over the past forty years I’ve found opinions surround-
ing it such as its name, length, participants, purpose, and timing of the Lord’s 

return, to be as vicious77 as they are varied and vacuous. This need not be. 

From the first mention 78 in Deuteronomy 4:30-31 (we’ll examine more care-
fully later) through Revelation 19, it is pictured as a time of trouble for Jacob, 
and Jacob is Israel (Gen. 32:28; Deut. 31; Jer. 30-31; Dan. 12:1; Zeph. 1:15). 
God designed it to ultimately lead His rebellious, stubborn hearted Jewish 
people into repentance preparatory to the establishment of the Davidic Cove-
nant Kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16; Rev. 20) in Jerusalem. One can be sure, “in that 
day” (Isa. 2:11, 17, 20; 11:11; Jer. 30:8; etc); “the day of the Lord” (Isa. 2:12; 
13:6; 13:9; Jer. 46:10; etc), “a day of darkness and of gloominess” (Joel 2:2), 
the wayward, blind, and slumbering Israel (Rom. 11:8) will awaken to find 
herself once again on center stage fulfilling Daniel’s seventieth week (Dan. 
9:24-27), (study Isaiah 2; 24; Joel; Zephaniah, Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; 
and Revelation 6-19), currently on hold. The Tribulation week will be followed 
by the Revelation of Jesus Christ predicted for Israel “in time past” (Zech. 
14:4; Matt. 24:29-31; 25:31-46; Acts 14:16; Rev. 19:11-21) to occur in the “ages 
to come”.  
 
Interestingly – and often overlooked – is the fact that the prophets warned of 
a time of God’s wrath preceding the Kingdom. John the Baptist “saw many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O gen-
eration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?" (Mat-
thew 3:7 KJV). This same message was part of the Lord Jesus’ mission state-
ment which He verified in a synagogue in Nazareth: "To proclaim the accepta-

                                                             
 
77 For merely disagreeing on the timing of the rapture, I’ve been insulted, cussed 

out, had my salvation impugned, as well as my intelligence. I’ve even been threat-

ened with bodily harm, all by men who claim to be bearers of truth as “new crea-

tures” in Christ.  
78 The Law of First Mention teaches that the first time a subject is mentioned in the 

Bible is how it stands connected in the mind of God throughout Scripture. 



Israel’s Tribulation Trilogy - in its Jewish Setting 
 

 
54 

 
 

ble year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that 
mourn;" (Isaiah 61:2 KJV). "And he began to say unto them, This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears." (Luke 4:21 KJV; see 4:16-20) 
 
This wrath must transpire during the Day of the Lord before the Kingdom can 
begin: "The great day of the LORD [is] near, [it is] near, and hasteth greatly, 
[even] the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitter-
ly. That day [is] a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of waste-
ness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and 
thick darkness, A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and 
against the high towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall 
walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their 
blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither their 
silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD'S 
wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he 
shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land." (Zepha-
niah 1:14-18 KJV) 
 
Israel’s Tribulation can be simply explained as follows:  
 

(1) It is prophesied to Israel (Deut. 4:30; Isa. 2; 24; Dan. 9:24-27; Joel 2; 
Zeph 1; Matt. 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; Rev. 6-19; etc);  

(2) It is punishment of Israel (Lev. 26; Deut. 28; Jer. 30-31; Ezek. 20:37; 
22:18-22; Zeph. 1:14-18); and  

(3) It is preparation for Israel’s Kingdom and King (Jer. 30:3-11; Hos. 
5:15).  

 
Every Bible reference to Israel’s Tribulation speaks of one of these three 
things. Therefore, by prescription - written from the pen of Providence - it has 
NOTHING whatsoever to do with the Body of Christ - provable by Scripture 
studied in context rather than books written from wayward authors who des-
perately need to place the church in the center of Israel’s Tribulation where we 
can’t be seen and we don’t belong. 
 

Obedience is the Key to Blessing 
 
“Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; A blessing, if ye obey 
the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you this day: 
And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, 
but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other 
gods, which ye have not known” (Deuteronomy 11:26-28). 

 
Israel is a blessed nation of chosen people (Deuteronomy 7:7-8). God’s great-
est desire has always centered around the worship and obedience of His elect, 
Israel (Deuteronomy 13:4; 30:20) who is first and foremost, a Covenant peo-
ple beginning with Abraham (study Genesis 12:1-3; 15-17). Later, as Israel was 
forming as a nation, God told Moses the people were to become a kingdom of 
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priests through obedience to His Covenant. Reminders with warnings are is-
sued in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 that life would be wonderful if Isra-
el obeyed Him. However, disobedience is everywhere in Jewish History. Un-
fortunately, Moses’ summation of her response is a sad harbinger of judgment 
to come: "Understand therefore, that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this 
good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou [art] a stiffnecked peo-
ple. Remember, [and] forget not, how thou provokedst the LORD thy God to 
wrath in the wilderness: from the day that thou didst depart out of the land of 
Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious against the 
LORD. ... Furthermore the LORD spake unto me, saying, I have seen this peo-
ple, and, behold, it [is] a stiffnecked people: ... Ye have been rebellious against 
the LORD from the day that I knew you" (Deuteronomy 9:6-7, 13, 24). 
 

Foreshadowing the Tribulation  
 
Israel’s Tribulation is the exponential culmination of every judgment God 
meted out to her in the Old Testament. Famines, wars, pestilences, earth-
quakes and violent whirlwinds will all play key roles in God’s final retribution 
preceding the Kingdom. As noted above, Israel has a sordid history of disobe-
dience with God’s judgment following: “And thou shalt remember all the way 
which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to 
humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no. And he humbled thee, and 
suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, 
neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
the LORD doth man live” (Deuteronomy 8:2-3). 
 
The Book of Judges tells the story of a loving God retrieving a Covenant violat-
ing rebellious nation through seven apostasies. “And the anger of the LORD 
was hot against Israel; and he said, Because that this people hath trans-
gressed my covenant which I commanded their fathers, and have not 
hearkened unto my voice; I also will not henceforth drive out any from before 
them of the nations which Joshua left when he died: That through them I 
may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk 
therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not” (Judges 2:20-22-bold added). 
 
This history foreshadows what will happen during “Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 
30:7), the final holocaust. Be sure to understand, God never forgets His Cove-
nant with Abraham (Gen. 17) and in time of declension employs it as the basis 
for redeeming and restoring Israel (Exodus 2:24-25; 6:4-5, see v. 8; see Deu-
teronomy 4:30-31 below). The Tribulation, therefore, is a Covenant based 
prophecy designed to do this very thing according to Moses: My comments in 
[brackets]: “When thou [Israel] art in tribulation, and all these things are 
come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy 
God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice; (For the LORD thy God is a 
merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the 
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covenant [Abrahamic] of thy fathers [Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob] which 
he sware unto them” (Deuteronomy 4:30-31). Bold added.  
 

Israel’s Tribulation: 
Punishment and Preparation 

 
“Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which 
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his 
commandments to a thousand generations; And repayeth them that hate him 
to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he 
will repay him to his face” (Deuteronomy 7:9-10). 
 
Bible teachers who insist the Tribulation includes the church by default do not 
understand God’s purpose for it, or its place on His calendar. As a reminder, 
the Tribulation was given to Israel by prophecy and it is hers primarily. Oth-
erwise, it makes no sense. Israel’s disobedience to God has always prompted 
His judgment as Moses wrote, “ye provoked the Lord to wrath” (Deuteronomy 
9:22). The ultimate wrath will consummate during Israel’s Tribulation to 
bring her back into the Covenant relationship (Deuteronomy 4:30-31). It un-
folds God’s plan to bring her back to Himself before the Kingdom can get un-
derway (study Jer 30-31). We trace this from the very first mention (Deut. 
4:30-31) the Tribulation which includes a specific prediction of a future period 
of punitive preparation linked to repentance and restoration to the Covenant 
(Deut. 4:30-31; Ezek. 20:37) through coming judgment upon His elect people 
and the world in the Tribulation. This will be followed immediately after by 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ to set up the Millennial Kingdom in Jerusalem 
as foretold by the prophets including the trilogy of Daniel (Daniel 2, 7-12), the 
Lord Jesus (Matt. 24-25), and the Apostle John in the Revelation (6-19).  
 
If we are honest with the facts, the Tribulation is Israel’s from the onset (Deut. 
4:30-31). Moreover, in our study of passages in context, we can easily find Is-
rael and the Gentile nations in the Tribulation, but not the Body of Christ. If 
the Body of Christ is in the Tribulation, the Holy Spirit went to great lengths 
to keep us from knowing it and only adversarial necessity finds any reason to 
place us there. Consider this. We have several verses clearly telling us we will 
not be here during this (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; 2 Thess. 2:5-7; we can’t be found - 
Rev. 6-19) and yet there isn’t a verse anywhere in the Bible clearly placing us 
here for even one moment of this future Holocaust without pulling from con-
text the words “saints” and “elect”, which in Daniel, the Olivet Discourse and 
Revelation refer to Israel or Tribulation converts. The prophets pictured this 
coming time of trouble - aka Tribulation - as a punitive and preparatory last 
day’s event (Deut. 4:30; Isa. 24; Jer. 30-31; Ezek. 20:37) targeting God’s way-
ward elect in order to bring her to repentance. Although this time of trouble 
was not a new revelation to Jews (Dan. 12:1; see Isaiah 2; Jer. 30-31; Joel; 
Zeph. 1:14-18, etc) when the Lord alluded to the abomination of desolation in 
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the middle of it (Matt. 24:15) He linked it to Daniel’s Seventieth Week of seven 
79 years and referred to it as Tribulation and great Tribulation (Dan. 9:24-27; 
Matt. 24:21;29). This of course hearkened back to the first prophecy of the 
Tribulation given by Moses involving Israel in the “latter days” (Deut. 4:30). 
My comments in [brackets]: 
 
“When thou [Israel] art in Tribulation [Hermeneutics - Law of First Men-

tion80], and all these things [Tribulation horrors] are come upon thee, even in 
the latter days [the time before the kingdom], if thou turn to the LORD thy 
God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice; (For the LORD thy God is a merci-
ful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the cove-
nant [Abrahamic, and the other four] of thy fathers which he sware unto 
them” (Deut. 4:30-31; see Ezek. 20:37).  
 

Seven elements linking the Tribulation to Israel 
 

(1) The Tribulation is for Israel “When thou art in Tribulation” 

(2) It will consist of severe trials “all these things are come upon thee” 81 
(3) It will happen in the latter days “even in the latter days” 
(4) Its purpose is national repentance of Israel “if thou turn to the LORD 

thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice” 
(5) It will showcase God’s mercy toward Israel “the LORD thy God is a 

merciful God” 
(6) It will demonstrate God’s eternal purpose for Israel “He will not for-

sake thee, neither destroy thee” 

(7) It will result in fulfillment of a Covenant 82 “nor forget the covenant of 
thy fathers which he sware unto them” 

 
With this maiden message began a Progressive Revelation that subsequently 
unfolded prophecy about the Tribulation for Israel throughout the Old Tes-
tament. Then, 1500 years later the Lord Jesus collated the prophecy in His 
description of the Tribulation in the Olivet Discourse. His reference to it as 
“the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled” 
(Luke 21:22; see also Matt. 26:56) gives credence to every prophet who ever 
uttered a word of prophecy about it. Result of the Tribulation: “Speak ye com-

                                                             
 
79 EW Bullinger taught the number 7 means “spiritual perfection” (Number in Scrip-

ture). Walter Wilson adds that it “is used to represent GOD's complete provision 

both in CHRIST and in His dealings with men.” (Wilson’s Dictionary of Bible Types).  
80 The first time a subject is mentioned in the Bible is how it stands connected in the 

mind of God throughout Scripture.  
81 One of the reasons God sent nations against Israel is to prove her through conflict 

(Josh. 2:22; 3:1,4).  
82 Bear in mind Antichrist in some way will broker a covenant of peace between Is-

rael and her barbarous neighbors that he will break mid-way (Dan. 9:27).  
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fortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD'S hand 
double for all her sins” (Isa 40:2).  
 

The Tribulation Moses, Jesus  
and the Prophets Foretold  

 
We established in an earlier chapter that Jesus’ primary ministry was to “the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 10:6; 15:24). In one of His many 
teachings, He told His disciples, “In the world ye shall have Tribulation . . .” 
(John 16:33). Our adversaries use this as a proof text that the church goes 
through the Tribulation of Jacob’s trouble. However, they do so once again by 
ignoring the all-important contextual setting. While there is certainly an ap-
plication here to the Body of Christ at large, Jesus was speaking to His disci-
ples. Since the Tribulation never started even though He said they would ex-
perience it, we know that He wasn’t referring to “the time of Jacob’s trouble”, 
but rather to the hardships and misfortune, every Christian is subject to expe-
riencing (John 16:33; Rom. 12:12). To draw a contrast, when Jesus used the 
word Tribulation in the Olivet Discourse, context tells us He expanded upon 

the prophecy 83 first given by Moses (Deut. 4:3084) regarding the Tribulation 
horror – aka Daniel’s seventieth week – that would befall Israel in the latter 
days (“ages to come”). Jesus warned, “For then shall be great Tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever shall be” (Matt. 24:21 bold added).  
  
When juxtaposing the Tribulation, let’s not forget God’s plan for the earth is 
the Jewish Kingdom. It is Israel’s by prophecy and Covenant. It will occur in 
the “ages to come” as spoken “in time past” by the mouth of the prophets - to 
Israel. However, Israel needs to repent in preparation for the King. A great 
Tribulation in the form of “the time of (Jacob’s) trouble” (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1) 
– perfectly coinciding with Daniel’s seventieth week – will certainly be the 
change agent (Jer. 30-31; Zeph. 1-2) first presented by Moses to Israel (Deut. 
4:30), then by Progressive Revelation through other prophets such as Joel 

and others – always with Israel, not the Body of Christ – in view. 85 
 

  

                                                             
 
83 This is how The Law of Progressive Mention or Revelation works.  
84 “When thou art in Tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in 

the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his 

voice” (Deuteronomy 4:30) 
85 The Body of Christ was never revealed to any of the prophets. It was totally hid-

den (Rom. 16:25). 
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Varying Opinions 
 
Opponents of the PreTrib rapture often hold an unflattering view of Israel 
such as exists in Satanic dogma known as Replacement Theology (Rev. 2:9; 
3:9). Usurping God’s Word to place the Body of Christ in the time of Jacob’s 
trouble is by all appearance a covert attempt to marginalize Israel without ap-
pearing anti-Semitic. Outlandish on its face, this chicanery has actually 
spawned a creative cabal of deviants suspiciously desperate to involve the 
Body of Christ in Jacob’s trouble with nothing more than dogged determina-
tion to support it. It is my contention that if end time’s students would study 
the Bible with the same intensity they study the scurrilous schemes of their 
anti-PreTrib heroes, they’d – in due season – see that God’s purpose for the 
Tribulation clearly defines its participants and by default excludes the Body of 
Christ.  
 
The Tribulation is a universally recognized end time’s doctrine. Although 
many have heard of it by name, great numbers not knowing its purpose can 
only speculate on its participants. The Tribulation called “the time of (Jacob’s) 
trouble” (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1) or Daniel’s seventieth week (Dan. 9:24-27) is 
for Israel. Many prophets knew about Israel’s coming woes and warned her it 
would commence in the latter days commensurate with a seven-year peace 

covenant (Dan. 9:27).  86 When the prophet’s warnings are studied collective-
ly, we find their description of this period to be the most terrifying time in the 
history of the world; a time when God will release His wrath from beginning 
to end (Revelation 6:16-17; 14:10,19; 15:1,7; 16:1; see Psa. 110:5) in unprece-

dented economic and ecological desolation 87 primarily targeting Israel 88 for 
repentance and restoration (Jer. 30-31; Zeph. 1:14-18). However, since the 
Body of Christ is in the “but now” period, it is never mentioned in OT prophe-
cy in “time past” or in the “ages to come.” In fact, while there are many verses 
in the Bible revealing Israel and the nations on earth during the Tribulation, 
there isn’t a single verse anywhere in Scripture clearly placing us here during 
a moment of that time. In view of this, we must be evacuated from earth prior 
to that fateful event. This will happen at the Rapture which will be followed at 
some point by Israel’s Tribulation designed by God to ultimately lead Israel to 

                                                             
 
86 According to Daniel’s prophecy, the Tribulation will commence with the ratifica-

tion of a seven-year covenant with Israel – not the Body of Christ (aka the church) 

negotiated in some manner by a sinister leader known as the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27; 1 

John 2:18). 
87 While I can’t be dogmatic, I can’t help but think a lot of the destruction of our 

ecology is a direct hit against the earth and animal worshippers who in their life-

times continued to blaspheme God through their works. 
88 The Body of Christ is NOT in view here and there isn’t a verse in the Bible clearly 

placing here for a single moment of the time of (Jacob’s) trouble (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 

12:1).  
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repent and return to YHWH God. This is a pattern repeated many times in the 
Bible (see the book of Judges especially which records seven apostasies). 
From prophetic inception (Deut. 4:30) the Tribulation has been an integral 
part of God’s prophetic program for Israel in the “ages to come”. Is it – as an-
ti-PreTrib advocates want us to believe – a mere coincidence that it spans the 
exact time of Daniel’s seventieth week; a prophecy given solely to Israel for 
fulfillment solely by Israel (Daniel 9:24-27)?  
 
Christ outlined the entire epoch in the Olivet Discourse as a prelude to His 
return to set up the Kingdom (Matt. 24-25). Israel was and is the target of Je-
sus’ discourse and the setting was Jewish focusing especially around Jerusa-
lem. Fast stepping around this reality with slick anti-Semitic arguments out of 
context and repackaged under a deviant theology may trick some of the people 
some of the time, but those of us who study Scripture in its untainted context 
aren’t fooled and are speaking out against it! 
 
Dr. Gerald Stanton’s insight is helpful, “The Tribulation does not deal with the 
Church at all, but with the purification of Israel. It is not the "time of the 
Church's trouble," but the "time of Jacob's trouble." The emphasis of the 
Tribulation is primarily Jewish. This fact is borne out by Old Testament Scrip-
tures (Deut. 4:30; Jer. 30:7; Ezek. 20:37; Dan. 12:1; Zech. 13:8-9), by the 
Olivet Discourse of Christ (Matt. 24:9-26), and by the book of Revelation itself 
(Rev. 7:4-8; 12:1-2; 17, etc.). It concerns "Daniel's people," the coming of "false 
Messiah," the preaching of the "gospel of the kingdom," flight on the "sab-
bath," the temple and the "holy place," the land of Judea, the city of Jerusa-
lem, the twelve "tribes of the children of Israel," "signs" in the heavens, the 
"covenant" with the Beast, the "sanctuary," the "sacrifice and the oblation" of 
the temple ritual.” (Kept from the Hour) 
  
As a matter of record, the prophets never spoke of the Body of Christ (church) 
because the Lord never revealed it to them. Therefore, since they didn’t know 
about the church, they didn’t include us in the time of Jacob’s trouble, aka the 
Tribulation. Yet we have today a hubristic cadre opining that we have to be 
here because it isn’t fair that the Body of Christ (church) be allowed to escape 
Israel’s Tribulation holocaust when so many Christians have suffered 
throughout history. Heavily armed with emotional arguments and an academ-
ic army of vastly unknown proponents, these prophecy teachers abrogate the 
prophetic word by inserting the church into Jacob’s trouble where she can’t be 
seen and she doesn’t belong.  
 
Hear me friend. It is never wise to insert things into prophecy the Holy Spirit 
Himself did not. “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written in this book” (Revelation 22:18). 
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Tribulation Overview 
 
In his book Everything About Prophecy, Dr. Jack Van Impe listed 8 terms the 
Bible uses to describe Israel’s Tribulation: Punishment (Isaiah 24:20-23); in-
dignation (Isaiah 26:20-21); trouble (Jeremiah 30:7); destruction (Joel 1:15); 
darkness (Joel 2:2); trials (Revelation 3:10); wrath (Revelation 6:16-17; 1 
Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9; see Psa. 110:5); and judgment (Revelation 14:7; 19:2). 
89 The Tribulation is for earth and for Israel; the church is linked to neither of 
these. By means of Progressive Revelation we adduce this Tribulation period 
consisting of seven years coinciding with Daniel’s missing week that will begin 
with a seven-year covenant of peace brokered in some manner by the Anti-
christ (Dan. 9:24-27; see references to seven years in Rev. 11:2,3; 12:6, 14). 
Jeremiah - following the lead of Moses - taught that God's purpose for the 
Tribulation is to restore Israel (Jer. 30:3, 10) and judge the Gentiles (Jer. 
30:11; see Isa. 66:16). While anti-PreTrib teachers fail to maintain a theology 
that is systematic, they generally eschew the fact that this seventieth week fits 
perfectly into ours. As part of “the day of the Lord” (Isa 2:12; 13:9; 34:8; Jer 
46:10; etc), the Tribulation will culminate with all the nations of the world led 
by Antichrist joining forces to destroy Israel and divide the Covenant land co-
agulating together in a winner-take-all bloodbath at Armageddon (Joel 3:14; 
Zech. 14:1-3; Rev. 14:20; 16:16; 19:11-21). The Lord Jesus said it all would 
happen according to prophecy given to Israel: “For these be the days of venge-
ance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled” (Luke 21:22; see also 

Matt. 26:56). 90 
 
The Tribulation begins with Christ the Lamb opening the seven-sealed Book 

in Revelation 6 releasing the pseudo peacemaker Antichrist. 91 (write PMI for 
information). It then continues with the unbridled wrath of the Lamb and God 
(Revelation 6:16-17; 14:10, 19; 15:1, 7; 16:1) seen in seal, trumpet and vial 
judgments. These will ultimately lead to the wholesale collapse of ecumenicity 
and the economic order that’s been intoxicating the world against Christ for 
centuries (Rev. 17-18). When studying the world condition described in Mat-
thew 24 and Revelation 6-19, one can’t help but notice the exponential nature 
of wickedness and God’s escalating punishment in the face of it. Earth-
dwellers – led by Christ rejecters and anti-Semites - will experience worldwide 
famines, pestilences, and ecological disasters of inestimable proportions. 

                                                             
 
89 Page 68 
90 Bear in mind again that neither Moses, Jeremiah – nor any of the major or minor 

prophets – knew anything about the mystery Body of Christ and thus NEVER wrote a 

word about her. 
91 The rider on the white horse with a bow and no arrows (Rev. 6:2) represents the 

Antichrist – pseudo peace maker (Dan. 8:25) who will broker a Covenant between 

Israel and a grouping of her Islamic neighbors that will start Daniel’s seventieth week 

that is yet to be fulfilled on Israel’s prophecy calendar (Dan. 9:24-27).  
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Draught, scorching sun leading to cancerous sores, unquenchable fires, and 
the possible widespread use of nuclear weaponry will lead to the contamina-
tion of all water supplies; the death of untold numbers of fish, animals and 
humans (Matt. 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; Rev. 6-19). The Bible tells us men will be 
tortured during this time to the point of wishing to die as death flees from 
them (Rev. 9:5-6). In the end, statistics are as high as 2/3 of mankind is de-
stroyed in this holocaust. As a side note, I find it curious the way anti-PreTrib 
proponents wanting us to believe how important it is for the church to experi-
ence the “cleansing and purifying” of Jacob’s trouble (see Zech. 13:9) de-
scribed above will go to great lengths to prove how God protects us from it 
when confronted with the above statistics. I’m not sure where you stand on 
this kind of illogical reasoning, but God calls this being double-minded in 
James 1:8.  
 
Israel’s prophet Zephaniah used several other terms when describing Israel’s 
future Tribulation:  “The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and 
hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man 
shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and 
distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and 
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, A day of the trum-
pet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. 
And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, be-
cause they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out 
as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be 
able to deliver them in the day of the LORD'S wrath; but the whole land 
shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy 
riddance of all them that dwell in the land. (Zephaniah 1:14-18). 
 
Coinciding with Zephaniah’s prophecy, the Book of Revelation delineates the 
Tribulation as a time of “wrath” by using the word at least 10 times in Reve-
lation. It is called “the wrath of God” five times (Revelation 14:10, 19; 
15:1,7; 16:1) and “the wrath of the Lamb” once (Rev. 6:16 see v 17 and see 

Psa. 110:5). Opening the first seal unleashes the Tribulation 1 which continues 
7 years (Dan. 9:27; Rev. 11:2-3; 12:6, 14) and concludes with “the fierceness 
and wrath of Almighty God” (Rev. 19:15) when Christ returns to fight the 
armies gathered against Israel at Armageddon (Rev. 19:11-21).  
 

Katrina: Harbinger of things to come 
 
One catastrophe of apocalyptic magnitude serves as a harbinger, I believe, of 
what’s to come. Hurricane Katrina officially struck the Gulf Coast of the Unit-
ed States early in the morning on August 29, 2005 with sustained winds of 
100–140 miles per hour–stretching 400 miles. The nightly news ran cover 
stories of homes totally destroyed or flooded, hosting terrified victims on roof-
tops awaiting helicopter evacuation. In the final analysis, this vicious storm 
pounded huge parts of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, with the greatest 
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damage centralized in the decadent city of New Orleans.92 In all, approxi-
mately 2,000 people died and 90,000 square miles of the United States exact-
ing some $100 billion in damages. When conjecturing on the coming brutality 
of storms in the Tribulation, bear in mind there are 5 levels of storm severity. 
Katrina was only a Category 3. (Source: Wikipedia) 
 
I believe the enormity of devastation including extended power outages and 
communication blackouts, scarceness of food, water, and medicine, immobili-
ty, unemployment, and much more will cause many to fall into the inevitable 
throes of nihilism. If it does, it’s not unreasonable to suspect an escalating rise 
in illegal drug use, drunkenness and public displays of debauchery making the 
world look like New Orleans during the Mardi Gras.  
 
One act I believe intensifies the earth’s upheaval is called the “abomination of 
desolation” (Dan. 9:27; 11:31; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4); when the ultimate 
egotistical Jew hating Antichrist goes into the Temple Holy of Holies mandat-
ing an identifying mark of worship (Rev. 13:8-18) in their right hands or fore-
heads in order to buy, sell, and continue to live.  
 
In the end, anti-Semitism will reach its zenith. Israel, refusing to give up any 
more land, will be driven to the brink of absolute annihilation at Armageddon. 
Just before total destruction, the Lord Jesus returns to Mount Olivet in the 
Revelation (Zech. 14; Rev. 19:11-21). He binds the devil (Rev. 20:2), gathers 

His elect (Matt. 24:31), holds a judgment to separate sheep from goats 93 
(Matt. 25:31-46), and inaugurates the Davidic Kingdom – aka the Millennial 
reign of Christ the Messiah (2 Sam. 7:16; Matt. 24-25; Rev. 19-20) under the 
New Covenant (Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:13) for one thousand years (Rev. 20:2-7).  
 

Jerusalem Trembling  
 
“Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people 
round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against 

                                                             
 
92 New Orleans is arguably one of the most concentrated centers of evil in America. 

“Just days before ‘Southern Decadence’ an annual homosexual celebration attract-

ing tens of thousands of people to the French Quarter section of New Orleans, Hurri-

cane Katrina destroys the city”. ‘Southern Decadence’ has a history of filling the 

French Quarter section of the city with drunken homosexuals engaging in sex acts in 

the public streets and bars. Last year, a local pastor sent video footage of sex acts 

being performed in front of police to the mayor and city council and the media. City 

officials simply ignored the footage and continued to welcome and praise the week-

long celebration as being an ‘exciting event.’ However, Hurricane Katrina has put an 

end to the annual celebration of sin.” (Source: The Bible Watchman) 
93 This sheep and goat judgment is for Israel, her supporters, and her enemies. It has 

no bearing on the church and no Scripture exists clearly placing us in it. 
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Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome 
stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, 
though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it” (Zech. 12:2-
3). Later in Zechariah 14 we find the Lord’s glorious return where His feet 
touch down on the Mount of Olives [compare this with Rev. 19:11-21].   
 
“I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek 
my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.” (Hosea 5:15). Most of the 
nations of the world are being targeted by IslamoFascism operating under the 
auspices of the mystery of iniquity cloaked in “religious” terms. One thing 
most of these heathen rally around: the Jews are illegally occupying Jerusalem 
and they must surrender their interests to the Muslim authorities – or else!  
What a bold move President Trump made when announcing our embassy 
would relocate there recognizing Jerusalem as the real capital of Israel.  
 
All of this is intensifying as the Tribulation moves closer to beginning. All that 
is necessary is for the Lord Jesus to remove the mystery Body which exists in 
the “but now” period, and restart the prophecy calendar for the “ages to 
come”.  
 

Sometime following the removal of the Body of Christ 94 Satan’s son the Anti-
christ will be granted power from on high for seven years. This will ultimately 

lead to the assembly of an army of anti-Semites 95 in the valley of Megiddo 96 
which will result in another failed annihilation coup against God’s heritage 
outside Jerusalem. Although intensifying in these last days, Jerusalem has 
been a cup of trembling since statehood in May of 1948. Unrevised history is 
littered with once powerful anti-Semitic nations led by Jew haters like Hitler 
that attacked the Jews in a concerted effort to thwart God’s resolute plan for 
Jerusalem. The shrunken shadows of these enemies remind us of God’s Provi-
dence and Israel’s preeminence on earth. This tiny nation – about the size of 
Delaware – has faced eight major wars, two Palestinian intifadas, tens of 

                                                             
 
94 At the mystery rapture (1 Cor. 15:51) when “the fullness of the Gentiles be come 

in” (Rom. 11:25). 
95 As it stands today, even America – once seen as a great supporter of Zionism – 

seems headed in that direction under the antagonistic leadership of Barack Hussein 

Obama – who in many people’s opinions is a cleverly clandestine muslim. To be sure, 

the antichrist attitude most prevalent in Obama will not improve during the Tribula-

tion (Zech. 12-14); in fact, it will intensify as the word of the prophets plays out be-

fore the world.   
96 Armageddon is also known as the valley of Jehoshaphat or decision where the 

final battle between Antichrist and Jesus Christ occurs. It is reported that Napoleon 

called it the cockpit of the world, that is, the ideal battlefield. “And (Antichrist) gath-

ered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” (Revela-

tion 16:16) 
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thousands of rockets, and a host of stealth as well as armed conflicts with 
throat-slitting Islamists. In what can only be attributed to the Providence of 
God, these attacks have all been thwarted once again proving Israel is God’s 
elect nation. Yet these will all be eclipsed by what’s about to befall her.  
 
Make no mistake, “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1) is aptly 
named because it will mark Israel’s final and most fearful years. Zechariah 
13:8 tells us during the Tribulation two-thirds of the Jews shall be slaugh-
tered. Today’s population of 12,000,000 means that 8 million will die; two 
million more than perished under Hitler. Christ’s warning in the Olivet Dis-
course needs to be juxtaposed with Daniel, Zechariah, Revelation, and others.  
 
The Olivet Discourse outlines the time of (Jacob’s) trouble in more detail than 
when Daniel first presented it (Dan. 7; 12:1). Jerusalem is the epicenter of 
universal hostility. She belongs to Israel and is the legitimate capital of the 
nation. There hasn’t been a temple on the Holy Mount since Titus destroyed it 
when he leveled the city in 70 AD. Talks are underway and at some point in 
the future, the third temple will be built in Jerusalem allowing for the abomi-

nation that maketh desolate. 97 Jesus told His people the Jews to flee when 
they see this event take place. He followed with this summation: “For then 
shall be great Tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:21). The Lord then foretold His 
return in the Revelation:  
 
“Immediately after the Tribulation of those days shall the sun be dark-
ened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  (30)  And then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:29-30; read Rev. 19:11). 
We know this will occur after the seven-year Tribulation is complete because 
Jesus used the cosmic disturbance sign of a darkened sun, and moon, and fall-
ing stars – which links them to the Revelation of Jesus Christ to Armageddon 
with a judgment immediately following.  
 
Seeing all of this, Jeremiah puts every moment of Israel’s coming Tribulation 
into perspective,  
 
“For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of 
all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: 
but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether 

                                                             
 
97 Daniel speaks of the re-institution of the sacrificial worship system and the abom-

ination of desolation (Dan. 9:24). The Lord Jesus speaks of this as well (Matt. 24:15). 

This is certainly what Paul referenced when he said Antichrist will exalt himself in the 

temple (2 Thess. 2:4).  
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unpunished” (Jer. 30:11). “The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return, 
until he have done it, and until he have performed the intents of his heart: in 
the latter days ye shall consider it” (Jer 30:24). With the Covenant promise 
of a coming Kingdom and King, Israel’s current disobedience must be dealt 
with in order to secure her future.  
 
In closing, let’s remember the purpose of the Tribulation is to punish sin, sin-
ners, and purify Israel and her supporters for the Millennial Kingdom (Isa. 
66:16; Jer. 30-31; Obad. 1:15; Zech. 13:9; Matt. 25:31-46). “Seventy weeks are 
determined upon thy people [Jews] and upon thy holy city [Jerusalem] . . . 
to seal up the vision and prophecy …” (Dan 9:24). Sealing the vision and 
prophecy seems to hold a veiled reference here to a cessation of Prophecy 

Program which occurred at the 69th week 98and will last for an unspecified 
time known as “the fullness of the Gentiles” (Rom. 11:25).  
 

  

                                                             
 
98 Knowing what we now know, that happened when God moved from prophecy to 

mystery at the rejection of Jesus’ Kingdom offer. Interestingly, the corollary to this 

rejection brought about a dual blindness each leading in separate  directions for dis-

tinct purposes – but leading back to Israel in the end (Luke 19:42; Acts 28:26-28; 

Rom. 9-11; 2 Tim. 1:11). 
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4 
Daniel Codifies 

Israel’s Tribulation  
 
“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 
to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconcili-
ation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal 
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know there-
fore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be 

seven 99 weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, 
and the wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks 
shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the 
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the 
end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the ob-
lation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall 
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall 
be poured upon the desolate” (Daniel 9:24-27). [Key words in bold] 
 
Now as we open this study we do so by calling attention to the fact that . . .  
 

The Setting in  
Daniel Concerns Jews 

 
We are about to open Daniel, which is set in “time past” and the “ages to 
come”. This is the first Book in Israel’s Tribulation trilogy and master key 
unlocking Israel’s prophecies. Daniel wrote his book between 607 BC through 
534 BC. Although the chapters are not laid out chronologically, the first six as 
they appear in the King James Bible cover history, the final six cover prophe-
cy. Due to its place in the prophecy hierarchy, many consider Daniel the Ro-
setta Stone for interpreting all end times predictions.  
 
Interesting promises for the last days appear in Daniel. “And he said, Go thy 
way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 
Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall under-
stand” (Daniel 12:9-10). Only recently have the secrets hidden in Daniel’s 

                                                             
 
99 EW Bullinger taught the number 7 means “spiritual perfection” (Number in Scrip-

ture). Walter Wilson adds that it “is used to represent GOD's complete provision 

both in CHRIST and in His dealings with men.” (Wilson’s Dictionary of Bible Types).  
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writings been discovered and shared by the wise teachers of our day.   Some of 
these will be presented in this chapter as principles underwriting eschatology 
in order to keep it from becoming nothing more than cryptic cogitations.  
 
The prophecies found in the Tribulation trilogy overall provide the most 
comprehensive picture of “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7; see Dan. 
12:1) found anywhere in Scripture. The Old Testament features writings from 
twelve minor prophets and four major prophets; so named by their length, not 
their content. Daniel was among the latter group. At least nine of these proph-
ets specifically discussed “the day of the Lord” which is associated with the 
time of Jacob’s trouble which Daniel’s prophecy codifies. We will be gleaning 
from four main chapters: 2, 7, 9, and 12.  
 
The following study from the Bible will reveal that . . .  
 

The Scriptures in  
Daniel Concern Jews  

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Daniel received a 490-year prophecy for Israel, “thy 

people” (Dan. 9:15-16, 19, 24; 10:14; etc). 100 This 70-week prophecy clock 
stopped about two thousand years ago at Daniel’s seventieth week (study care-
fully Dan. 9:24-27). It will resume when “the fullness of the Gentiles be come 
in” (Rom. 11:25) at the conclusion of the mystery program with the disappear-
ance of the mystery Body (1 Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 4:13-18).  
 
Daniel reminds us that prophecy is for Israel and concerns God’s overarching 
plan for the earth. Understanding prophecy isn’t automatic and most Chris-
tians never get to bedrock. Scripture tells us, “It is the glory of God to conceal 
a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter. The heaven for 
height, and the earth for depth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable” (Prov-
erbs 25:2-3)  
 
The Books of Daniel and Revelation are companion prophetic writings. What 
begins as seed in Daniel can be found in full bloom in Revelation. That means 
the prophecies in Daniel’s Book that were hidden “in plain sight” 2600 years 
ago are now explainable through years of Progressive Revelation amounting 
to line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little diligence. 
Without question, the promise Daniel made to those alive in the end times of 
understanding his prophesies are becoming clear with an exciting certainty: 
“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of 

                                                             
 
100 Daniel refers to Jews as “saints” 6 times in Daniel 7 in relation to the coming 

Tribulation. Revelation is the companion Book; the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy. 

Therefore, when Revelation refers to saints, it likewise refers to Jews and their con-

verts; NOT the Body of Christ which didn’t exist in Daniel’s mind. 
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the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” (Dan 
12:4). 
 

Observing this from the LaHaye Prophecy Study Bible, Dr. Thomas McCall 101 
writes:  
 
“Think of the prophecies of Daniel as the steel superstructure of a great build-
ing, to which walls, roof, floors, etc. are attached. All the subsequent Bible 
predictions are attached to the superstructure of Daniel. The two primary 
parts of the framework are the “times of the Gentiles” and the “seventy weeks” 
concerning Israel and Jerusalem: Daniel 9.24-27. Everything else, the broad 
expanse of human history, the first and second comings of Christ and all the 
details supplied by the Lord through His prophets and apostles are attached to 
this magnificent superstructure. (The Prophecies of Daniel, 2000, p. 896) 
  
Two of my favorite scholars Dr. CI Scofield and Dr. AC Gaebelein both agree.  
Dr. Scofield wrote: “Daniel is the indispensable introduction to New Testa-
ment prophecy, the themes of which are, the apostasy of the Church, the man-
ifestation of the man of sin, the great Tribulation, the return of the Lord, the 
resurrections and the judgments. These, except the first, are Daniel's themes 
also. But Daniel is distinctively the prophet of the "times of the Gentiles" 
(Luk_21:24). His vision sweeps the whole course of Gentile world-rule to its 
end in catastrophe, and to the setting up of the Messianic kingdom.”  (Scofield 
Reference Bible, 1917)  
 
Dr. Gaebelein wrote: “It is impossible to overestimate the importance of the 
book of Daniel. It is the key to all prophecy; without a knowledge of the great 
prophecies contained in this book the entire prophetic portion of the word of 
God must remain a sealed book. One of the reasons why so few Christians 
have a correct knowledge of the prophetic forecast in the Bible is the neglect of 
the book of Daniel. The great prophetic portions of the New Testament, the 
Olivet discourse of our Lord Mat_24:1-51; Mat_25:1-46), and above all the 
great New Testament book of prophecy, the book of Revelation, can only be 
understood through the prophecies of Daniel.” (Annotated Bible, 1919). Dan-
iel’s prophecies, although sealed for centuries, are now alive in these last days 
– as he predicted - to those who are hungry enough to study them and wise 

enough to understand and teach them.102 “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the 

                                                             
 
101 Thomas s. McCall, Senior Theologian Zola Levitt Ministries 
102 In 1970 Hal Lindsey – called the father of the modern-day prophecy study 

movement – released a blockbuster bestselling book called The Late Great Planet 

Earth. It was a scholarly treatment in layman terms of literalist, premillennial, dis-

pensational eschatology. As such, it compared end-time prophecies in the Bible with 

current events in an attempt to broadly predict future scenarios leading to the rap-

ture of believers before the Tribulation and Second Coming of Christ to establish his 

thousand-year (i.e. millennial) Kingdom on Earth. (Adapted from Wikipedia) 
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words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased” (Daniel 12:4).  
 

(1) The time of the end in Daniel begins with the violation by "the 
prince that shall come" (that is, "little horn," "man of sin," "Beast") of 
his covenant with the Jews for the restoration of the temple and sacri-
fice (Dan-9:27) and his presentation of himself as God; (Dan – 9:27); 
(Dan_11:36-38); (Mat-24:15); (2Tb-2:4); (Rev-13:4-6) and ends with 
his destruction by the appearing of the Lord in glory. (2Th_2:8); (Rev 
19:19); (Rev-19:20). 
 

(2) The duration of the "time of the end", is three and one half 
years, coinciding with the last half of the seventieth week of Daniel. 
(Dan – 7:25); (Dan_12:7); (Rev_13:5). This "time of the end" is the 
"time of Jacob's trouble." (Jer – 30:7) "a time of trouble such as never 
was since there was a nation" (Dan. 2: 1) "great Tribulation such as 
was not from the beginning of the world... nor ever shall be" (Mat-

24:2 1). The New Testament, especially the Book of the Revelation, 
adds many details. The church is never mentioned- nor can it be 

clearly identified- in any part of the 7-year Tribulation. 103 
 

Daniel: Man of Prayer 
 
Most Christians have never read the Bible through one time cover to cover. As 
sad a commentary as that is, they also pray less than 5 minutes per day. This 
includes pastors. Daniel was an exception; he was committed to both. A major 
influence in the writings of Daniel is the fact that he was man of prayer and 
the Word that fueled a stern conviction. As such, he is a hero to many of us 
who find our role models in God’s Word. Anyone studying his book can’t help 
but read providence scrawled in between the lines of every page. From the 
beginning, God blessed Daniel with a unique gift of interpreting dreams and 
prophecies which gave him favor in several foreign administrations. This gift 
is so prevalent in his life the word interpretation appears no less than thirty-

two times 104 in his writings.  
 
At the age of about seventeen, Daniel – who was of noble blood - was carried 
to Babylon (606 BC) where he lived during the whole period of the Captivity. 
We know he was among the brightest, best looking, and healthiest lads in the 

                                                             
 
103 This section was adapted from the Old Scofield Study Bible notes. We offer a 2 

year study program with optional degree in Old Scofield Bible Theology. We also 

offer these wonderful Bibles separately in bonded leather, KJV for a $34 gift to help 

PMI reach prisoners for Christ. Stamps are welcome and Bibles sent after total offer-

ing received. 
104 Dan. 2:4,5,6,7,9,16,24,25,26,30,36,45; 4:6,7,9,18,19,24; 5:7,8,12,15,16,17,26; 

7:16; 
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land because those who didn’t meet this base criterion were rejected. “At 
times he occupied high office in the Babylonian and Persian Empires … In 
Daniel’s day, the city of Babylon not only was the premier city of the pre-
Christian world, but it ruled the most powerful empire that had up to that 
time existed. It lasted 70 years and Daniel was there to see its rise and its fall.”  
(Halley's Bible Handbook, 1965, pp. 336, 340-342)  
 
As we discuss Daniel’s messages – as well as those in the Tribulation trilogy 
that his prophecies unlock – remember that prophecy is for Israel and its goal 
is the establishment of the Kingdom in Jerusalem following the Tribulation, 

or time of trouble (Dan. 12:1, see Jer. 30:7) 105 which we will discuss now.  
 

The Tribulation in  
Daniel Concerns Jews 

 
Let me open with a challenge previously discussed. We can easily find Israel 
and the Gentile nations in the Tribulation, but not the Body of Christ. If the 
Body of Christ is in the Tribulation, the Holy Spirit went to great lengths to 
keep us from knowing it and only adversarial necessity finds any reason to 
place us there. Consider this. We have several verses clearly telling us we will 
not be here during this time (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; 2 Thess. 2:5-7) and yet there 
isn’t a verse anywhere in the Bible clearly placing us here for even one mo-
ment of this future Holocaust without pulling from context the words “saints” 
and “elect”, which in Daniel, the Olivet Discourse and Revelation refer to Isra-
el or Tribulation converts.  
 
When studying prophecy contextually through the lens of Progressive Revela-
tion it proves without question that the Tribulation lines up perfectly with the 
Jewish prophet Daniel’s missing week of seven years prophesied for Jews in 
Jerusalem (Dan. 9:24-27). Moreover, when examining Jeremiah thirty and 
thirty-one we find the Tribulation is ultimately punishment and preparation 
for Israel – collaterally involving the unsaved on earth. It will occur during 
Daniel’s seventieth week (Dan. 9:24-27) making it seven years in length. This 
will all become clear to you as we move through Israel’s Tribulation Trilogy 
together, where it should become apparent that the Tribulation is a Jewish 
doctrine and as such is an integral part of earth’s future – Israel in particular. 
Let’s be very clear. It is the same Tribulation Moses prophesied for Israel 
(Deut. 4:30) that is pictured here. Juxtaposing the Tribulation setting in Dan-
iel, Dr. McCall adds this: “Already by Daniel's time, the following prophetic 
truths had been revealed to God's chosen nation: Israel would be the channel 
of the Lord's great Messianic Kingdom on earth: the perpetual Abrahamic 
Covenant (see Judges 2:1) and Jacob’s prophecy concerning Judah, Genesis 
49.8-10. The Davidic dynasty would be the catalyst behind the Messiah’s au-
thority with Jerusalem and Israel the bases of His ruling operations: the Da-

                                                             
 
105 Unless it’s a prophecy for the Body of Christ from Paul. 
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vidic Covenant, 2 Samuel 7.12-16 and Psalm 2. The Suffering Servant of the 
Lord would make possible future blessings with His redemptive sacrifice for 
sins and His resurrection from the dead, Psalm 16 and Isaiah 53. 
 
All of this revelation and much more may not have been fully understood by 
Israel. After the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem, the entire promised 
program of God appeared to be in total shambles. As Jerusalem and Israel lay 
in ruins, the Davidic dynasty was cut off in disgrace and the people of Israel 
and Judah languished in the heart of ancient paganism a thousand miles away 
from the land of promise. Many other prophecies about Israel’s glorious fu-
ture appeared to be conditioned upon the obedience of Israel to the Lord and 
obedience seemed to be a rare commodity among God’s chosen people in 
Babylon in Daniel's time.” (The Prophecies of Daniel, 2000) 
 
In short, as wise and interpretive as Daniel was, he – like all the other proph-

ets of Israel – knew nothing about the Body of Christ. 106 He never saw it; 
didn’t mention it; and the Progressive Revelation unveiling the Tribulation 
throughout the trilogy – which is incidentally built upon the foundation Dan-
iel laid - doesn’t implicate or include this mystery Body in any manner what-
soever and it is both disingenuous and deceitful to place her there.  
 

Daniel 2 – Daniel Sets the Stage in the Tribulation Trilogy 
 
Progressive Revelation unfolds in the second chapter of the Book of Daniel – 

which Halley says occurred during the 2nd year of Nebuchadnezzar’s 107 reign 
as sole ruler when Daniel was a mere lad (Halley's Bible Handbook, 1965, p. 
342) the king had a troubling dream but one he couldn’t remember. Now un-
derstand that in the Middle East dreams were highly regarded and their inter-
pretation was very profitable for magicians and astrologers. However, in order 
for them to render an interpretation, the king needed to tell them what he 
dreamed. However, in this instance he claimed he had no recollection and 
wanted them to do what was humanly impossible in lieu of death; reveal the 
dream and what it meant.  
 
In the midst of this melee, the king summoned young Daniel to his quarters 
with the same request. Daniel wisely requested some time, then, after consid-
erable prayer God revealed and unfolded Nebuchadnezzar’s dream: the 
emerging of four world empires ultimately beginning with Babylon and affect-
ing both the children of Israel and the years referred to as the “times of the 
Gentiles” (Luke 21:24):  

                                                             
 
106 Neither did any of the OT prophets of Israel. 
107 Interestingly, God refers to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon as “my servant” 

three times in the book of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 25:9; 27:6; 43:10). This is certainly an 

instance from God’s providence when he brought Daniel’s gifts to the forefront of 

Progressive Revelation. 
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 The first is Babylon (Dan. 2:37-38; 7:4);  

 The second is Media-Persia (Dan. 2:39; 7:5) 

 The third is Greece (Dan. 2:39; 7:6) 

 The fourth is Rome (Dan. 2:40-43; 7:7) 
 
Daniel 2:44 “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 
it shall stand for ever.” 
 
Daniel 7:13-14 “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him.  (14)  And there was given him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 
 
What wasn’t seen here is the extended 2000 or so years of mystery wherein 
the Body of Christ could ultimately be revealed to the Apostle Paul as a tem-
porary called out assembly or ecclesia (church) to serve the Lord during Isra-
el’s fleeting blindness allowing for the fullness of the Gentiles. Romans 11:25 
“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Is-
rael, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” 
 

Daniel 7 – The Beast Vision of Four Empires 
 
Daniel is an interesting book to study because chronology holds no relevance 
as timeframes weave in and out of one another almost effortlessly. For exam-
ple, chapters 1-6 offer us an historical setting for Israel. Included is Nebu-
chadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2 of Babylon and three additional empires that 
would arise afterward. This becomes evident beginning in chapter seven with 
the advent of the “little horn.” 
 
In discussing this little horn or Antichrist, there are several Scriptures we 
could cite, but Daniel 7:7-8 offers a powerful summary in two verses: “After 
this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terri-
ble, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake 
in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from 
all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.  (8)  I considered the 
horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before 
whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, 
in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great 
things.” 
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The Tribulation “saints” in Daniel 7 are Jews 
 
Daniel had no knowledge of the Body of Christ. Moreover, when studying 
Daniel 7 it becomes evident in view of the frequent reference to the kingdom 

that the saints 108 mentioned are Jews. 
 
Daniel 7:18 “But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and pos-
sess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.” 
 
Daniel 7:21 “I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and pre-
vailed against them” 
 
Daniel 7:22 “Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the 
saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the 
kingdom.” 
 
Daniel 7:25 “And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall 
wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: 
and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of 
time.” 
 
Daniel 7:27 “And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the king-
dom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the 
most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey him.” 
 

Daniel 9 - The Seventy Week Prophecy is for Israel 
 
The Jews who are awaiting the arrival of their Messiah and His kingdom may 
well be fooled by one man promising them peace on earth through a seven-
year covenant between her and her enemies- Dan. 9:27.  
 
Daniel 9:21-22 “Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, 
touched me about the time of the evening oblation. And he informed me, and 

                                                             
 
108Saint(s) is a “proof text” word often misused in anti-PreTrib tirades. According to 

the King James Dictionary, the word saint(s) simply means “men and women of 

God.” The First Mention connects saints with Israel (Deut. 33:2-3) as it often does 

throughout the Bible. The same holds true in what’s called the NT (Matt. 27:52-53). 

Since the word designates either Israel or the Body of Christ, understanding its use 

requires a thorough grasp of its context within its setting. For example, Daniel – a 

prophet of Israel writing to Jews – uses saint(s) nine times in six verses – always to 

describe Israel. Since Daniel is the Rosetta Stone for interpreting Tribulation prophe-

cy, the word “saints” in Tribulation prophecy from Revelation must likewise be 

viewed from the lens provided by Daniel.    
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talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and 
understanding”  
 

Daniel 9:24-27 
 
(24) “Seventy weeks 109 are determined upon thy people [Jews] and upon 
thy holy city [Jerusalem], to finish the transgression, and to make an 
end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, [foretelling the sac-
rifice of Jesus] and to bring in everlasting righteousness, [Jews awaited 
the inauguration of the Davidic Covenant kingdom] and to seal up the vision 
and prophecy, [God moves from prophecy to mystery] and to anoint the 
most Holy” [Isaiah’s Immanuel (Isa 7:14), the Lord Jesus Christ].  
 
Commentaries exist in Christian libraries all around the world that add light 
to this passage. One of my favorites is a small booklet from Dr. Rice who 
writes:  

                                                             
 
109 These are "weeks" or more accurately, sevens of years; seventy weeks of seven 

years each. Within these "weeks" the national chastisement must be ended and the 

nation re-established in everlasting righteousness (Dan_9:24). The seventy weeks 

are divided into seven = 49 years; sixty-two = 434 years; one = 7 years (Dan_9:25-

27). In the seven weeks = 49 years, Jerusalem was to be rebuilt in "troublous times." 

This was fulfilled, as Ezra and Nehemiah record. Sixty-two weeks = 434 years, there-

after Messiah was to come (Dan_9:25). This was fulfilled in the birth and manifesta-

tion of Christ. Verse 26 is obviously an indeterminate period. The date of the crucifix-

ion is not fixed. It is only said to be "after" the threescore and two weeks. It is the 

first event in (Dan_9:26). The second event is the destruction of the city, fulfilled 

A.D. 70. Then, "unto the end," a period not fixed, but which has already lasted nearly 

2000 years. To Daniel was revealed only that wars and desolations should continue 

(Compare (Mat_24:6-14). The New Testament reveals, that which was hidden from 

the Old Testament prophets; (Mat_13:11-17); (Eph_3:1-10) that during this period 

should be accomplished the mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven (Mat_13:1-50) and 

the out-calling of the Church; (Mat_16:18); (Rom_11:25). When the Church-age will 

end, and the seventieth week begin, is nowhere revealed. Its duration can be but 

seven years. To make it more violates the principle of interpretation already con-

firmed by fulfillment. (Dan_9:27) deals with the last week. The "he" of (Dan_9:27) is 

the "prince that shall come" of (Dan_9:26); whose people (Rome) destroyed the 

temple, A.D. 70. He is the same with the "little horn" of chapter 7. He will covenant 

with the Jews to restore their temple sacrifices for one week (seven years), but in 

the middle of that time he will break the covenant and fulfill; (Dan_12:11); 

(2Th_2:3); (2Th_2:4). Between the sixty-ninth week, after which Messiah was cut off, 

and the seventieth week, within which the "little horn" of Daniel 7. will run his awful 

course, intervenes this entire Church-age. (Dan_9:27) deals with the last three and a 

half years of the seven, which are identical with the "great Tribulation." (Mat_24:15-

28) "time of trouble" (Dan_12:1) hour of temptation" (Rev_3:10). 
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“Seventy weeks of national history were prophesied for Daniel’s people, Israel. 
Notice particularly that these seventy weeks need not be consecutive. The time 
did not begin to count until the people of Israel were back in their own land, 
and with their own worship and national life … Notice that as far as Israel is 
concerned, these seventy weeks will finish prophecy. Israel’s days of sinning 
will be over, and they will be reconciled to God, and everlasting righteousness 
will have begun for that nation. The last line in the verse says that these seven-
ty weeks will bring Israel to the time “to anoint the most Holy.” That means 
that the end of these seventy weeks of Jewish national life will bring us to the 
time when Christ will be anointed king on David’s throne at Jerusalem.” (Dr 
John R Rice, 1935) 
 
(25) “Know therefore and understand, [calculate the days] that from the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem [Neh. 2:1-8] 
unto the Messiah the Prince [Jews expected their Messiah] shall be seven 
weeks, and threescore and two weeks: [Sixty nine weeks of years] the 
street [in Jerusalem] shall be built again, and the wall, [protection for Jeru-
salem, the holy city] even in troublous times [she came from captivity to do 
this].”  
 
(26) “And after threescore and two weeks [this would include the seven 
weeks already mentioned to total again sixty nine weeks of years] shall Mes-
siah [This is solely a Jewish term] be cut off . . . (Daniel 9:24-26). [On April 
6, 32 AD - which Sir Robert Anderson calculated to be exactly 173,880 days 
after Cyrus' decree Israel officially rejected Christ when He presented Himself 
as the Messiah in Jerusalem as Daniel foretold].”  
 

The Pauline Body of Christ Appears as a Mystery 
 
The Body of Christ appears as a mystery: “Now to him that is of power to 
stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, ac-
cording to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world 
began” (Romans 16:25). This finalized in stages: 
 

A) The rejection of Jesus Christ as Messiah at the triumphal entry (Matt. 
21-23) 

B) The rejection of Christ following Peter’s call for repentance at the 
temple (Acts 3-4) 

C) The rejection of Christ following Stephen’s call for repentance which 
led to his death by the Sanhedrin (Acts 7) 

 

The Pauline Body of Christ Disappears in a Mystery  
 
The Body of Christ disappears in a mystery: “Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed” (1 Corinthians 15:51).  
 
This will happen in God’s time: “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that 
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blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen-
tiles be come in” (Romans 11:25) .  
 
“And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 
For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will 
let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be 
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming” (2 Thessalonians 2:6-8). 
 
Just as prophecy was put on hold making way for the mystery at the trium-
phal entry and rejection of Jesus in Jerusalem, it will reverse sometime 
around the signing of a noteworthy 7-year treaty. 
 

Appearance of the Antichrist 
 
With the church gone – and the restrainer that held her, Antichrist enters cen-
ter stage to offer himself as Messiah to Israel, sole witness of God’s majesty to 
the world. Dr. Scofield provides great insight here under the heading “The end 
of Gentile world-power”:  
 
In the beast vision of Daniel 7, the fourth beast is declared to be "the fourth 
kingdom," that is, the Roman empire, [remember there are two legs of this 
empire; we believe the one to watch carefully today is the eastern, Islamic, leg] 
the "iron" kingdom of Daniel 2. The "ten horns" upon the fourth beast (Ro-
man empire), (Dan_7:7) are declared to be "ten kings that shall arise" 
(Dan_7:24) answering to the ten toes of the image vision of Daniel 2. The ten 
kingdoms, covering the regions formerly ruled by Rome, will constitute, there-
fore, the form in which the fourth or Roman empire will exist when the whole 
fabric of Gentile world-domination is smitten by the "stone cut out without 
hands", signifying Christ; (Dan_2:44); (Dan_2:45); (Dan_7:9).  
 
But Daniel sees a "little horn" rise up and subdue three of the ten kings 
(Dan_7:24-26). His distinguishing mark is hatred of God and of the saints. He 
is not to be confounded with the "little horn" of Daniel 8 -- a prophecy fulfilled 
in Antiochus Epiphanes [with prophetic overtures for the Antichrist]. 
(Scofield Reference Bible, 1917) 
 
(27) “And he shall confirm [Antichrist will have a hand in the treaty. The 
Hebrew word here means prevailing, strength] the covenant [Five Cove-
nants are important in Israel’s history. She was warned not to enter into them 
with foreign powers- Deut. 7:2. Antichrist will deceive Israel into believing he 
is their peace as opposed to God- Dan. 11:23] with many [Jews and the re-
gional Islamic nations] for one week [seven years]: and in the midst of the 
week [the seven years are broken up into a pair of three and one half year 
segments; the latter called the “great Tribulation”] he shall cause the sacri-
fice and the oblation to cease [This again signifies Jewish context since 
Gentiles aren’t concerned with this rebuilt temple allowing for the reinstitu-
tion of the Jewish sacrificial system which Antichrist puts an end to], and for 
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the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate [abomination 
of desolation- Jesus mentioned it in the Olivet Discourse, and Paul described 
this in 2 Thess 2:4. They may coincide with the forcing of the mark of the 
beast- Rev. 13:8], even until the consummation, and that determined shall be 
poured upon the desolate.” 
 
Dr. Scofield writes: “The vision is of the end of Gentile world-dominion. The 
former Roman empire (the iron kingdom of (Dan_2:33-35); (Dan_2:40-44); 
(Dan_7:7) will have ten horns (that is, kings, (Rev_17:12) corresponding to 
the ten toes of the image. As Daniel considers this vision of the ten kings, 
there rises up amongst them a "little horn" (king), who subdues three of the 
ten kings so completely that the separate identity of their kingdoms is de-
stroyed. Seven kings of the ten are left, and the "little horn." He is the "king of 
fierce countenance" typified by that other "king of fierce countenance," Antio-
chus Epiphanes, (Dan_8:23-25) the "prince that shall come" of (Dan_9:26); 
(Dan_9:27) the "king" of (Dan_11:36-45) the "abomination" of; (Dan_12:11); 
(Mat_24:15) the "man of sin" of (2Th_2:4-8) and the "Beast" of (Rev_13:4-
10).” (Scofield Reference Bible, 1917)  
 

Daniel’s prophecy here is unmistakably for Israel. 110 Dr. John R. Rice corrob-
orates this:  
 
“In the midst of the seven years when many of Daniel’s people will be in the 
land of Palestine carrying on their Old Testament worship, this Antichrist will 
break his covenant and “cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease.” During 
the middle of these seven years will come the abomination of desolation. That 
is explained more fully in II Thessalonians 2:3-4 Let no man deceive you by 
any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  (4)  Who op-
poseth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is wor-
shipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that 
he is God. That is the abomination of desolation. The Antichrist will claim to 
be God on earth. He will enter into the temple at Jerusalem, even into the Ho-
ly of Holies, will command the Jews to stop their worship of God and to wor-
ship him as God. No wonder it is called the abomination of desolation!” (The 
Second Coming of Christ in Daniel, 1935, pp. 32-33) 
 

Daniel 12 - The Great Tribulation, and the Resurrection Fore-
told  
 
In this chapter, Daniel provides a summary of the end times where he  covers 
the Tribulation, resurrection, illumination and once again, the abomination. 

                                                             
 
110 The Body of Christ wasn’t known to Daniel or any of the prophets. Moreover, she 

doesn’t belong to the time of Jacob’s trouble, and therefore she can’t be seen expe-

riencing even one moment of it.  
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In his discussion, Israel can be clearly seen from the beginning of the chapter 
till the end of the Book. I will cover a few verses most pertinent to our over-
view here in the Tribulation trilogy.  
 
Daniel 12:1: Interestingly Daniel’s seventy weeks spoke of specific time. Now 
his prophecy in this final chapter again stresses the “time” of trouble for “thy 
people” by using the word “time” repeatedly. (1) “And at that time shall Mi-
chael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people 
[Jews]: and there shall be a time of trouble [Jacob’s trouble- Jer 30:7], such 
as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that 
time thy people [identified previously as Jews- Dan. 9:15-16, 19, 24, etc] shall 
be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.” 
 
Daniel 12:2-3: Daniel moves past the Tribulation to begin discussion of a res-
urrection. “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”  
 
Two schools of thought dominate the conversation about this event. One 
teaches that this speaks of the first and second resurrection mentioned in 
Revelation 20:4-15 which at cursory glance seems logical. But the second 
teaches this is completely a Jewish prophecy predicting national Israel awak-
ened from her slumber (Rom. 9-11). Dr. Gaebelein is in this second group and 
offers this defense of that position: 
 
“The deliverance of which we read in these verses and the awakening of those 
“who sleep in the dust of the earth” has likewise been grossly misinterpreted. 
Because expositors have not seen the application of all this to the Jews in their 
future history in the land, they have read the church in here, and even what 
they term a general resurrection on a general judgment day. But we shall see 
now what is meant by the deliverance of Daniel’s people. 
 
Physical resurrection (as so often stated: a general resurrection) is not taught 
in the second verse. Physical resurrection is used as a figure of the national 
revival of Israel in that day. They have been sleeping nationally in the dust of 
the earth, buried among the Gentiles. But at that time there will take place a 
national restoration, a bringing together of the house of Judah and of Israel. It 
is the same figure as used in the vision of the dry bones in Eze_37:1-28. This 
vision is employed by the men, who have invented the theory of a second 
chance and larger hope for the wicked dead to back up their evil teaching, but 
anyone can see that it concerns not the Gentiles but the Jewish people and 
that it is not a bodily resurrection, but a national revival and restoration of 
that people. Their national graves, not literal burying places, will be opened 
and the Lord will bring them forth out of all the countries into which they 
have been scattered. 
 
There will be two classes, the godly and the ungodly. The ungodly accept the 
false Messiah, and in their national revival, shame and everlasting contempt 
awaits them, while the others, the godly, will enjoy life in the kingdom. The 
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wise in verse 3 are the Jewish teachers and witnesses in the end time, those 
which compose the godly remnant. A special reward will be theirs during the 
kingdom, they shall shine as the stars forever. The same holds good, only in a 
higher sense for all those who are witnesses for Him during this age, who are 
faithful to Christ.” (Annotated Bible, 1919) 
 

The Revelation of Christ in  
Daniel Concerns Jews 

 
Dr. Rice writes: “Even in this prophecy the second coming of Christ is clearly 
foretold. First, it is made clear that after the time of the Antichrist the saints 
shall possess the kingdom. Daniel 7:13-14 tells about the coming of Christ, 
tells how God the Father will turn over all the earthly kingdoms to His Son in 
the following words:” (The Second Coming of Christ in Daniel, 1935) 
 
Daniel 7:13-14 “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him.  (14)  And there was given him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 
 
The sheep and goat judgment immediately follows the Revelation: Daniel 
7:10-11  A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand 
thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.  (11)  I beheld 
then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld 
even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning 
flame.  
 
Implied here - Daniel 12:1-3 “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the 
great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same 
time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be 
found written in the book.  (2)  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.  (3)  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the fir-
mament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever.” 
 

The Kingdom in  
Daniel Concerns Jews 

 
Prophecy carries with it the goal of a Messianic kingdom on earth in Israel. 
The entire Book of Daniel is preoccupied with bringing in that kingdom. In 
fact, from beginning to end, the Kingdom in Israel has been at the forefront of 
prophecy because it is of utmost importance to the Lord. The Jewish prophets 
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tell us Jerusalem will be the center of worship and Jews (Zech. 8:3; 14:16-18; 
– victim of the most vile attacks in the history of mankind – will be a sought 
after blessed people. “And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst 
of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth 
and in righteousness … And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse 
among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, 
and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong … Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take 
hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him 
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with 
you” (Zechariah 8:8, 13,23).  
 

Daniel’s teaching on the subject of the kingdom 
 
Daniel 2:44 “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left 
to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand for ever.”  
 
Daniel 4:3 “How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation 
to generation.”  
 
Daniel 4:34 “And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes 
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the 
most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose do-
minion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation 
to generation”.  
 
Daniel 6:26 “I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men 
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stead-
fast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his 
dominion shall be even unto the end.”  
 
Daniel 7:14 “And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed.” 
 
Daniel 7:18 “But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and 
possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.” 
 
Daniel 7:22-24 “Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to 
the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the 
kingdom.  23  Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom 
upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the 
whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.  24  And the ten 
horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise 
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after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three 
kings.” 
 
Daniel 7:27 “And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints 
of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do-
minions shall serve and obey him.” 
 
Daniel prophesied to the Jews. He – like every other OT prophet before him 
and after him – knew nothing about the Body of Christ. Only those who are 
emotionally invested in disproving the PreTrib rapture ever find the church 
within Daniel’s writings. He doesn’t mention it; none of the prophets ever 

mentioned it, 111 and those who do seem to harbor one of two motives: they 
are either woefully deceived, or they are willfully deceptive which is an ear-
mark of the end times: “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13). 
 
To be clear, Daniel reveals Christ in both His first advent of suffering servant 
and His triumphant return as the King Who will establish His Kingdom forev-
er. Make no mistake; when God initiated Daniel’s prophesies for Israel, He 
didn’t have the Body of Christ in mind, or He would have clearly identified 
her. As long as the Body of Christ is on earth Daniel’s prophecy calendar is 
suspended at the 70th week and Israel diminished (Rom. 11:12) from her posi-
tion of earthly prominence. However, this will come to an end as Paul ex-
plains:  
 
“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Is-
rael, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom 11:25). Our earthly 
residence is temporary and will end abruptly when the mystery church is re-
moved in the mystery rapture (1 Cor. 15:51) and the prophecy clock once again 
reestablishes Israel’s march toward her preeminent earthly destiny. Forcing 
the church into this setting is not only irresponsible, it is dangerous: “And if 
any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and 
from the things which are written in this book” (Revelation 22:19). 
 

  

                                                             
 
111 The Body of Christ was a complete mystery to the prophets and didn’t appear 

until after the revelation of the mystery from Jesus to Paul in or around 60 AD (Rom 

16:25; see Gal. 1:12).  
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Chart: Commonalities in Daniel and Revelation 
 

Commonality Daniel 
Revelation of 
Jesus Christ 

Time of Jacob’s trouble 
Dan 12:1 

a time of trouble Dan. 

Rev 3:10; 7:14 
the hour of temptation; 

great Tribulation 
Concerns Jews 
(elect-saints) 

Thy people  
Dan. 7:19-26; 9:1-27 

Her seed  
Rev 7:4; 12:6,17 

Centers around 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dan. 7:14; 9:1-27  
Rev 11:8; 12:1-2; 14:1; 

14-20; 16:16 

Language relevant to 
Jews alone 

Holy covenant, sanctu-
ary, kingdom, thy serv-
ants the prophets, Mo-
ses the servant of God, 

Messiah, sacrifice,  
oblation 

Temple, ark, Michael, 
wilderness, remnant, 

seed, commandments, 
Christ, Sion,  

Moses, prophets 

Abomination of 
desolation 

Dan 8:13; 9:27; 11:31; 
12:11 

Rev 13:6 

Antichrist 
Dan 7-8:23-27;  

9:26-27; 11 
Rev 13:1-10 

Saint(s) 112 
Dan 7:18,21,22,25,27; 

8:13; 

Rev 5:8; 8:3,4; Rev 
11:18; 13:7; 13:10; 14:12; 
15:3; 16:6; 17:6; 18:24; 

19:8; 20:9 
Follows with Judgment 

for entering 
the Kingdom 

Dan. 7:9-10 
Rev 16:16; Rev19:19-

Rev 20:4 

Judgment Dan 7:9-13; 12:2 Rev 20:11-15 
Kingdom in focus Dan. 8:23-26 Rev 12:10; 20:1-4 

Temple Dan 5:2,3; 8:13 

Rev 3:12; 7:15; 11:1; 
11:2; 11:19; 14:15; 14:17; 

15:5; 15:6; 15:8; 16:1; 
16:17;  21:22 

Resurrection Dan 12:2 Rev 20:6, 12-13 
Culminates in the  
Revelation of the  

Messiah 

Dan 2:44; 4:3,34;  
6:26; 7:10-27 113; 12:1  

implied 

Rev 14:14-20;  
Rev 19:11-16  

                                                             
 
112 See note for saints and elect 
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As we edge ever closer to the return of Christ, the prophecies in the book of 
Daniel become clearer.  However, the Bible student must remember that the 
prophecies unlocked in the book are written to and about the Jews. To begin 
with, Daniel precisely foretold when Messiah would come the first time to His 
people through the prophecy of “weeks” and indicated that Messiah would be 
“cut off,” accurately foretelling Christ’s death.  Daniel predicted the gap in be-
tween the 69th and 70th “weeks” of the prophecy’s final fulfillment, which will 
be during the Tribulation. The Tribulation also exclusively concerns Israel; 
the church (the Body of Christ) will have been removed before the beginning 
of “the time of Jacob’s trouble”.   
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5 
The Olivet Discourse  

Clarifies Israel’s Tribulation 
 
“And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him 
privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you” (Mat 24:3-4). 
 
“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For wheresoever the car-
case is, there will the eagles be gathered together. Immediately after the 
Tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, 

and they shall gather together his elect 114 from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other” (Matthew 24:27-31). [Key words in bold] 

 
Now as we open this study we do so by calling attention to the fact that . . .  
 

The Setting for the  
Olivet Discourse Concerns Jews 

 
We are now at the Lord’s description of the “time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 

30:7) as recorded in the Olivet Discourse. 115 Bear in mind “Jesus Christ was a 
minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
made unto the fathers” (Romans 15:8). Therefore, the Olivet Discourse was 
delivered under the Old Covenant and given to Israel for the “ages to come”. It 
provides us with the narrative for the end times just prior to the Lord’s return 
to set up His Kingdom. Jesus summarized this period as the days of venge-
ance in fulfillment of prophecy for Israel (Luke 21:22). Thus far, we have de-
termined that the Tribulation trilogy is a comprehensive three-part, end 
time’s message for Israel that began with Moses, unfolding the goals of proph-
ecy through a Progressive Revelation introduced in Daniel’s prophecy of Sev-
enty Weeks that he revealed. 
 

                                                             
 
114 The Lord condensed Daniel’s description in 12:1 to this one term, elect.   
115 You can read this account in Matthew 24-25; Mark 13; and Luke 21. 
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The setting for the Olivet Discourse is Old Testament. It advances the Jewish 
narrative and further demonstrates that prophecy is for Israel and concerns 
God’s overarching plan for the earth in the “ages to come”. It contains in 
summary form God’s plans for earth, Israel, and her coming Kingdom. It is 
very much in keeping with the entire theme of Matthew’s gospel which is the 
gospel of the Kingdom. It begins with the birth of the King (Matt. 1-2) fol-
lowed by preaching the gospel of the kingdom to the lost sheep of Israel to 
which He came (Matt. 4, 9, 10, 15). The Sermon on the Mount was given 
stressing Kingdom principles (Matt. 5-7), and the mysteries of the kingdom 
demonstrated the parabolic secret importance of the kingdom to Jews with 
ears to hear (Matt. 13 see vs. 9, 15, 16, 43). Lastly, we have the presentation 
and rejection of the Kingdom and the public excoriation of the King by the 
religious elite (Matt 21-23) closely followed by the Olivet Discourse where the 
rejected King outlined signs leading to a future inauguration of the Kingdom 
at the conclusion of a very troubling time in Israel (Matt. 24-25). This dis-
course is one of the most important pieces of inspired literature in eschatolo-
gy. It bridges prophecy between Daniel - which provides a calendar for the 
Tribulation - and Revelation, which illustrates the conclusion of it. Neverthe-
less, if you can quote the entire discourse verbatim and yet fail to see it in its 
Jewish setting, you’ll conjure conclusions the Lord never intended.  
 
The discourse originates from a private briefing from the Messiah whose 
Kingdom offer to Israel had recently been rejected (Matt. 21-23). Four of His 
closest disciples - Peter, James, John, and Andrew (Mark 13:3) - knowing the 
certainty of the Davidic Covenant privately approached Him with questions 
concerning when He would return to initiate it (Matt. 24:3). What followed 
was the clearest delineation of “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7) found 
anywhere in Scripture. In that discussion the Lord Jesus not only described 
Daniel’s seventieth week, but assured these four patriots He would return to 

Jerusalem to set up the Kingdom “immediately after” (Matt. 24:29). 116 
 
Prophecy has the goal of producing Israel’s kingdom (Dan. 2:44) under a King 
from the lineage of David in the city of Jerusalem (Isa. 24:23; Mic. 4:7) in ful-

                                                             
 
116 It's no secret that Anti-PreTrib rapturists often cite Matthew 24:29 as one of their 

"gotcha" texts for a post-trib rapture. However, one problem generally ignored by 

them – and there are many others discussed or inferred in this book - is how the 

church can be on earth at the same time she returns with the Lord? “The Lord 

cometh with ten thousands of his saints . . .” (Jude 1:14, see also Matthew 24:27-31; 

1 Thess. 3:13; Revelation 19:11-21). “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoic-

ing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming” (1 Thes-

salonians 2:19)? Clearly, the coming of the Messiah spoken of in Matthew 24 is the 

revelation of Christ with His church, not the rapture for His church! The time of Ja-

cob’s trouble is for Israel, NOT for the Body of Christ. There isn't a verse anywhere in 

Scripture that clearly assigns the church to this dreadful time on earth and Anti-

PreTrib rapturists do no justice to truth to suggest there is. 
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fillment of the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16) following the Tribulation or 
time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 9:24-27; Matt. 24-25; Rev. 19-20). In 
our opening chapter, we determined that the Olivet Discourse is a continua-
tion of the Old Covenant and Testament, and that it follows Daniel in our tril-
ogy as the next in line of God’s Progressive Revelation regarding the Tribula-
tion and prophecy regarding its fulfillment.  
 
Christ’s earthly appearance was the fulfillment of the prophetic Word (Isa. 

7:14; Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:70). Confirming what Samuel (2 Sam. 7:16) 117 and 

Daniel (Dan. 9:24) 118 had predicted concerning the Kingdom, Isaiah wrote: 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsel-
lor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to estab-
lish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this” (Isaiah 9:6-7- my bold for empha-
sis).  
 
So, in a concerted effort to offer Himself and His kingdom during His earthly 
ministry, the Lord Jesus (along with John the Baptist and His twelve disci-
ples) preached a message heralding the covenant Kingdom. “Repent: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). Moreover, He taught Kingdom 
principles to Israel in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7), taught them to 
pray for the Kingdom using “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10), and further taught them parables to explain 
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 13).   
 

The Olivet Audience – Peter, James, John, Andrew (Jewish 
Patriots) 
 
In order for anti-PreTrib advocates to make their scheme work, they have to 
wedge the Body of Christ into the time of Jacob’s trouble. This requires that 
they fudge many elements of the Olivet Discourse beginning with the limited 
audience that received it, which was Jewish. Dr. Missler said about this set-
ting: “He’s not talking to you and me, He’s talking to Jewish disciples.” If you 
understand this main underlying premise, the entire Discourse takes on fresh 
meaning because it will begin with the proper perspective.  
 

                                                             
 
117 “And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy 

throne shall be established for ever” (2 Samuel 7:16) 
118 “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish 

the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniqui-

ty, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, 

and to anoint the most Holy” (Daniel 9:24) 
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The Lord Jesus delivered the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25; Mark 13; Luke 21) 
to four of his closest disciples who were not only looking for the Messiah and 
the Davidic Kingdom, but also were Jewish patriots all - Peter, James, John, 
and Andrew (Mark 13:3). These men knew nothing about the coming church 
age, so why would their questions be church related? They weren’t! These men 
were concerned about Christ’s final return to Israel to establish the Davidic 
Covenant Kingdom (Matt. 24:3; see Acts 1:3-6) - they’d all been preaching 
(Matt. 10:7) - and Israel had just rejected. Arno Gaebelein agrees:  
 
“… it is to be said that the disciples knew absolutely nothing of a Christian age. 
Such an age could not even begin, when they asked the question about the end 
of the age. They did not mean a Christian age, but their Jewish age. All 
through these forty verses everything is of Jewish character.” (Arno C 
Gaebelein, 1919) 
 
Remember our premise that prophecy is for Israel and concerns God’s over-
arching plan for the earth. The Olivet Discourse is a clarion call for Israel con-
cerning “the time of Jacob’s trouble” followed by the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ to inaugurate the Davidic Kingdom. It provides signs that Jews require, 
centers around Jerusalem, contains language affecting Jews alone (ie syna-
gogue, Judea, Sabbath, abomination of desolation, etc), and will be immedi-
ately followed (Matt. 24:29) by the glorious return – Revelation – of Israel's 
Messiah King to earth where He will rescue Israel, destroy Antichrist and his 
kingdom, hold a sheep and goat judgment, and inaugurate the prophesied 
Jewish Davidic Covenant Kingdom for one thousand years (Matt. 24:27-31; 
25: 31-34; 2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19:11-21).  
 
As I mentioned earlier, the Tribulation was predicted by the prophets for Is-
rael specifically. Along with this, Luke 21:22 tells us: “For these be the days of 
vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.” See also Matt. 
26:56. Fulfilled for whom? Israel! There was nothing prophesied for the Body 
of Christ, so nothing has to be fulfilled through her; the Tribulation is clearly 
for Israel. 
 
Consider this: 
 
1. It was delivered to converted Jewish patriots (Peter, James, John, An-
drew) who were concerned about fulfillment of the recently rejected Davidic 
Covenant Kingdom (Matt. 24:3; Mark 13:3-4; Luke 21:7).   
 
2. It is concerned specifically with events in Judaea and Jerusalem (Matt. 

24:16; Mark 13:14; Luke 21:20-24), location of the Second Coming 119(Zech. 

                                                             
 
119 This is also called the Revelation. Anti-PreTrib advocates link with prejudice the 

Body of Christ to the Second Coming of Christ without understanding the purpose of 

His final return. Many of the OT prophets spoke of the Messiah both as a sovereign 
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14; Rev. 19:11) and home of the coming Jewish kingdom (Isa. 2; 52; Zech. 8; 
14). 
 
3. It features subjects of special concern to Jews alone (the Temple, syna-
gogues, anti-Semitism, the Sabbath, Judea, abomination of desolation, her 
national election, and more). 
 
4. It fulfills prophecy which is specifically for Israel (Isaiah 2:12; 13:6,9; 
34:8; Jeremiah 46:10; Lamentations 2:22; Ezekiel 13:5; 30:3; Joel 1:15; 
2:1,11,31; 3:14; Amos 5:18,20; Obadiah 1:15; Zephaniah 1:7,8,14,18; 2:2,3; 
Zechariah 14:1; Malachi 4:5; Dan. 9:24-27; 12:1; Jer. 30:7; and more).  
 
5. It concludes with the visible Revelation (Second Coming) of Christ to 
Mount Olivet outside Jerusalem (see Zech. 14; Rev. 19:11) where He separates 
the sheep (Israel and her supporters) into the Messianic Jewish kingdom pre-
pared from the foundation of the world (Matt. 25:31-34), and the goats (ene-
mies of God and Israel) into everlasting punishment (Matt. 25:41-46).  
 
6. It describes signs which Jews required (John 2:18; 1 Cor. 1:22) and were 
convinced by, surrounding the time of Jacob's trouble (Jer. 30:7) and pointed 
to the Second Coming (Revelation) of Jesus Christ to Jerusalem.  

 
7. It is part of the Old Covenant narrative (see Heb. 9:16-17) for Israel; and 
while profitable for study, it is not personally for the church.  
 
The following study from the Bible will reveal that . . .  
 

The Scriptures in  
the Olivet Discourse Concern Jews 

 
Scholars have for years taught that the inspired Gospel writers presented four 
pictures of Christ with information pertinent to the groups the Holy Spirit tar-
geted:  
 
1. Matthew's Gospel presents Christ as the King of Israel and was written to 

Jews - The Olivet Discourse is recorded in Matthew 24-25. The phrase 
“that it might be fulfilled” appears nine times (Matt. 1:22; 2:15,23; 4:14; 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
Lion who would reign over all the lost sheep of Israel (2 Sam. 7:16; Psa. 44:11,22; 

74.1; 89:3-4; Isa. 7, 9; etc), and as a suffering Lamb who would give His life for the 

sheep (Psa. 16; 22; Isa. 52-53, etc). This confused some of the old Rabbis into think-

ing there may well be two separate Messiahs. Daniel, however, prophesied two sep-

arate comings of Christ to earth for Israel: the first occurred about 2000 years ago 

leading to His rejection and crucifixion (Dan.9:24-27); the other is the Revelation 

which occurs after the Tribulation    (Matt. 24:29) and leads to His reception and 

coronation (Dan. 7:13-14). 
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8:17; 12:17; 13:35; 21:4; 27:35) and only in Matthew. One more notewor-
thy verse is Matt. 26:56 

 
2. Mark's Gospel portrays Christ as the servant of men and was written to 

Romans (also the final empire) - The Olivet Discourse is recorded in Mark 
13.  

 
3. Luke's Gospel presents Christ as the wisest man and was written to 

Greeks or Gentiles - The Olivet Discourse is recorded in Luke 21 with a 
foreshadow in Luke 17.  

 
4. John's Gospel portrays Christ as God the Son and was written to the 

church. The Olivet Discourse is NOT recorded because the church is NOT 
here!   

 
In his video series on the Book of Daniel, Dr. Chuck Missler alluded many 
times to the Olivet Discourse lamenting the reason people don’t understand it 
is because they don’t understand its Jewishness.  
 
The fact is, when the Olivet Discourse is studied alongside Daniel 7-12 and 
Revelation 6-19, it provides the most revealing preview of the time of Jacob's 
(Israel’s) trouble (Jer. 30:7) [aka the Tribulation] found anywhere in Scrip-
ture. However, studying this epoch of evil outside of its Jewish context breeds 
the kind of untoward confusion constantly transmitted by anti-PreTrib dog-
matists who have materialized under the titles Mid-Trib, Pre-Wrath, and Post-
Trib and who become unreasonably untoward with all who “dare” to disagree 
with them. This is yet another in a long list of reasons why studying the Bible 
in context is so vitally important to those of us who favor truth above triumph.  
 
We will now overview the Olivet Discourse bearing in mind key words that call 
attention to its Jewish setting while bearing in mind its conclusion: the Reve-
lation of Jesus Christ and the establishment of the Kingdom in Jerusalem. 
Bold words emphasize the Jewish setting.  
 

Matthew 24:1-2 - Destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem 
 
“And Jesus went out, and departed from the Temple: and his disciples came 
to him for to shew him the buildings of the Temple.  (2)  And Jesus said unto 
them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left 
here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”   
 
The Jewish Temple in Jerusalem was the visible testimony of Israel’s spiritual 
life and her connection to and communion with YHWH God. It represented 
her worship of Him, and devotion to Him. It will reappear in the Tribulation 
(Rev. 11:1-2) and 1000 year reign of Christ on earth (Isa 2:3; 60:13; Ezek. 40-
48). However, here we find Jesus predicting its destruction in 70 AD meaning 
it would require rebuilding sometime in the future. Jews believe Messiah will 
return to rebuild it for the Davidic Kingdom. 
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Matthew 24:3 - Mount Olivet East of Jerusalem  
 
“And as he sat upon the mount of Olives [east of Jerusalem- from where He 

ascended and will one day return] 120, the disciples [Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew- Mark 13:3] came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these 
things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming [to set up the Kingdom 
in Jerusalem - see Acts 1:6], and of the end of the world [system as they knew 
it]?”  
 
By this time, these first disciples had been saved about three and one half 
years. Still, they were patriots that held fast to their Jewish roots, and a deep 
religious connection to the Law, customs, the Temple, and the prophets (read 
Acts 1-15). Moreover, they knew the Covenants and were awaiting fulfillment 
of the Davidic Kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16) as evidenced in their focused preaching 
(Matt 10:7; Acts 1:6; 3:19; 11:19). The first chapters of Acts are concerned with 
Jewish customs, laws, and the coming Covenant Kingdom. From Acts 10 we 
see the transition from prophecy for Israel and mystery for the church as Paul 
replaces Peter as the central character in the “but now” dispensational narra-
tive.   
 

The Tribulation in  
the Olivet Discourse Concerns Jews 

 
Let me remind the reader of the conundrum previously discussed. We can 
easily find Israel and the Gentile nations in the Tribulation, but not the Body 
of Christ. If the Body of Christ is in the Tribulation, the Holy Spirit went to 
great lengths to keep us from knowing it and only adversarial necessity finds 
any reason to place us there. Consider this. We have several verses clearly tell-
ing us we will not be here during this time (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; 2 Thess. 2:5-7; 
we can’t be found - Rev. 6-19 ) and yet there isn’t a verse anywhere in the Bi-
ble clearly placing us here for even one moment of this future Holocaust with-
out pulling from context the words “saints” and “elect”, which in Daniel, the 
Olivet Discourse and Revelation refer to Israel or Tribulation converts.  
 
“For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be 
fulfilled” (Luke 21:22; see also Matt. 26:56). Fulfilled for whom? Israel! There 
was nothing prophesied for the Body of Christ, so nothing has to be fulfilled 
through her; the Tribulation is clearly for Israel. What follows perfectly aligns 
with the Six Seals in Revelation 6. 

                                                             
 
120 “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 

Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof to-

ward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of 

the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.” 

(Zechariah 14:4) 
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Matthew 24:4-5 - Deception from False Messiahs 
 
The First Seal: (Revelation 6:1-2). 
 
“And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  
(5)  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive 
many.”  (see Dan. 11:23) 
 
Dispensational scholars teach that the Tribulation is the time of Jacob's [Is-
rael's] trouble. The Old Scofield Study Bible offers additional insights on the 
elements of the Tribulation period:  
 
1. The cruel reign of the "beast out of the sea" (Rev_13:1) who at the begin-

ning of the three and a half years, will break his covenant with the Jews 
(by virtue of which they will have re-established the temple worship, 
(Dan_9:27) and show himself in the temple, demanding that he be wor-
shipped as God. (Mat_24:15); (2Th_2:4).  

 
2. The active interposition of Satan "having great wrath" (Rev_12:12) who 

gives his power to the Beast. (Rev_13:4); (Rev_13:5).  
 
3. The unprecedented activity of demons (Rev_9:2); (Rev_9:11), and  
 
4. The terrible "bowl" judgments of Revelation 16.  
 
The great Tribulation will be, however, a period of salvation. An election out 
of Israel is seen as sealed for God (Rev_7:4-8) and, with an innumerable mul-
titude of Gentiles (Rev_7:9) are said to have come "out of the great Tribula-
tion" (Rev_7:14). They are not of the priesthood, the church, to which they 
seem to stand somewhat in the relation of the Levites to the priests under the 
Mosaic Covenant. The great Tribulation is immediately followed by the return 
of Christ in glory, and the events associated therewith. (Mat_24:29); 
(Mat_24:30).  
 
Since Satan knows the Messiah is coming to Israel, he has many false messi-
ahs masquerading as Christ in an effort to influence a spiritually blind Israel 
with signs and wonders designed to deceive the elect- Israel (see Dan. 11:23; 
Matt. 24:24; Mark 13:22; 2 Thess. 2:3-12; 2 Tim. 3:13; see also 2 Pet. 2:1-3; 2 
John 1:7; Rev. 12:9; 13:14; 16:14). This is another reason Antichrist will be 
concerned with conquering God's holy city, Jerusalem (see warnings in Zech 
12).  
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Matthew 24:6-8 - Wars and Sorrows 
 
The Second and Third Seals: (Revelation 6:5-8). 
 
“And ye [remember, He was giving signs to Jews requiring signs – 1 Cor. 1:22 
about the much anticipated kingdom to four converted Jewish patriots] shall 
hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these 
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  (7)  For nation [ethnics] 
shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall 
be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes [all used as tools of judg-

ment in the OT] 121 in divers places.  (8) All these are the beginning of sorrows 
[birth pangs].”  
 
Preterists believe these things happened in the first century and thus hold no 
relevance to us today. For a great refutation of this, I would like to point you 
to Dr. Thomas Ice’s Olivet Discourse dissertation at pre-trib.org, or request 
Todd Strandberg’s tract, Preterism, I Can’t Believe It from PMI. 
 
The fact is, ISIS has turned savagery into an industry of international con-
quest, one that is now on the minds of billions of people as the Islamic Beast is 
rising across the Middle East and around the world (Psa. 83; Dan. 7-12; Rev. 
11-19). Luke’s account of the Olivet Discourse not only mentions wars but 
commotions [instability and disorder], which in context speaks of terrorism 
(Luke 21:9). To date, there have been over fifty admitted acts of terrorism 
perpetrated by Islamists against Americans alone – just since the toppling of 
the twin towers. Who can forget the Boston Marathon, where two radical-

ized122 jihadi’s loaded pressure cookers to explode killing at least 3 while in-
juring and destroying the lives of hundreds more. Sadly, things like this are 
becoming common occurrences. This past week two Pakistani ISIS members 
– a husband and wife - shot up a Christmas party killing fourteen and injuring 
twenty one others before their just execution by San Bernardino police. Add to 
this the fact that countries are crumbling, children are starving, economies are 
failing, diseases are escalating, and earth is quaking like a woman in travail 
before childbirth. While Barack Obama – a Muslim from all indications - did 
little to combat this threat, other countries are fighting these savages head on. 
After ISIS threatened Russia, Putin moved aircraft into the skies of the Middle 
Eastern theater dropping bombs on key Islamic targets. More recently, terror-

                                                             
 
121 History repeats itself. Ecclesiastes 1:9 “The thing that hath been, it is that which 

shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new 

thing under the sun.” Throughout the OT Israel traveled through cycles of rebellion 

to repentance to restoration to rebellion etc. Among other things, God used the 

sword (war), famine, pestilence, and earthquakes to Get Israel’s attention and bring 

her back to Him. While it may take several years, Israel will ultimately understand 

and will turn their full heart over to God (Rom. 11:26).  
122 By radicalized, I mean obedient to the koran and thus demon possessed.  
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ist attacks in a concert hall and restaurant in Paris quickly sent French planes 
soaring over Syria where they dropped bombs on jihadi training camps. Ironi-
cally, while US intelligence revealed their strategic location, Obama stubborn-
ly refused to order our military to put an end to their barbarism. You can use 
your imagination as to why this overt act of ineptness has consistently been 
exercised while this man occupied the Oval Office. All in all, few would dare 
argue against these being some of the signs Christ alluded to.  
 

Matthew 24:9-10 - Affliction, Anti-Semitism, Mass Murders, 
and Betrayal  
 
The Fourth and Fifth Seals: (Revelation 6:7-10). 
 
“Then shall they deliver you [Jews] up to be afflicted [to councils; and in the 
synagogues ye shall be beaten- Mark 13:9; see Luke 21:12], and shall kill 
you: and ye [Jews] shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake 
[Jews are blamed today for all the problems with Islam in the Middle East. It 
will escalate unto Armageddon (Joel 3:14; Zech. 14:1-3; Rev. 14:20; 16:16; 
19:11-21)  - the final battle outside Jerusalem, Israel].  (10) And then shall 
many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.” 
 

Matthew 24:29-30 – Ecological Upheaval affecting the sun, 
moon and stars 
 
The Sixth Seal: (Revelation 6:12-17). 
 
Immediately after the Tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory. (Matthew 24:29-30) 
 
The following occur collaterally during the time the 6 seals are opened in the 
Tribulation. Once again, the setting is Jerusalem and the warning is for Jews. 
 

Matthew 24:11 - False Prophets 
 
“And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.”  (Deception is 
the platform of the Antichrist- see Dan. 11:23) 
 
Israel exists from prophecy and as such, she will be extremely vulnerable to 
false prophets in her spiritual blindness. The Lord Jesus is warning the Jews 
that there will be a vast influx of strange seductive voices attempting to lure 
them into the final deception featuring the Antichrist (see Matt. 24:24; 2 
Thess. 2:8-12; Rev. 16:13-14). In light of this, it will require great discernment 
as the end draws near. I believe that many Jews will begin to study the Old 
and New Testament for the first time.  
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Matthew 24:12 - Increasing Iniquity and Decreasing Love    
 
“And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”  
 
Millions of innocent babies slaughtered in abortuaries in America and around 
the world including a baby butcher from Philly named Kermit Gosnell who 
exemplifies our worst fears and warnings. Politicians favoring this slaughter 
are in no small number, nor are egregious voters who twice elected the most 

ghoulish pro-abortion president in the history of America. 123 Daniel 8:23 cer-
tainly predicts this: “And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the trans-
gressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding 
dark sentences, shall stand up.” 
 

Matthew 24:13 - Endurance Produces Deliverance 
 
“But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” 
 
The Tribulation is a time when God will judge the world and bring Israel to 
Christ. This is a most inappropriate verse to apply to the church that is already 
saved by faith in Christ alone (Rom. 3:22-28; Phil. 3:9; Titus 3:5). When stud-
ying the Book of Revelation (Rev. 6-19) which describes the time of Jacob's 
trouble (Jer. 30:7) - we find that almost two-thirds of the world's population 
will die. The Lord Jesus is telling the Jews that survive this unprecedented 
period will enter His Kingdom at the sheep and goat judgment (see Matt. 
25:31-34).  
  

Matthew 24:14 - Gospel of the Kingdom Shall be Preached - 
again 
 
“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” 
 
The gospel preached here is not the same gospel preached in this dispensa-
tion. Dr. Thomas Ice makes clarification:  
 
“Simply put, some believe that “gospel of the kingdom” is the gospel or the 
message about forgiveness of sins through faith in Christ, as preached in the 
New Testament epistles. Others, like myself, believe that it is more of a tech-
nical term that describes the coming of Christ’s kingdom, which we know as 
the millennium. The Greek word “gospel” is a compound word made up of 
“good” and “message.” “It meant originally the reward given to the messenger, 

                                                             
 
123 As Illinois Senator, Barack Hussein Obama voted at least three times against the 

Born Alive Infant Protection’s Act that would have provided medical assistance to 

babies who miraculously survive abortion savagery. God help us as Americans to 

repent and return to the values set forth in the King James Bible!  
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but came to be used for the good news he brought.”  The word by itself simply 
means “good news.” Good news about what? Well that depends upon what is 
being talked about. Here the phrase would mean good news about the king-
dom. Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost explains: 
 
During the time that the politico-religious system of the beast is in absolute 
control, the gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole 
world (Matt. 24:14). The gospel of the kingdom was preached by both Jesus 
and John (Matt. 3:2; 4:17). This was the announcement of the good news that 
the kingdom was near. This message had both a soteriological and an eschato-
logical emphasis . . . The gospel of the kingdom as preached in Tribulation will 
have two emphases. On the one hand it will announce the good news that 
Messiah’s advent is near, at which time He will introduce the messianic age of 
blessing. On the other hand it will also offer men salvation by grace through 
faith based upon the blood of Christ.” (An Interpretation of Matthew 24-25) 
 
The certainty of the King and kingdom has been locked into Israel’s Covenan-
tal relationship with Almighty God via prophesies given by choice messengers   
like Moses (Psalm 96:13); David (Psalm 102:16); Isaiah (Isaiah 66:15-18); 
Daniel (Daniel 7:13-14); and Zechariah (Zechariah 14:4-5). Although Israel is 
blind during this period of mystery, one day God will restart the prophecy 
time clock – Daniel’s seventieth week – and the most catastrophic time in the 
history of the world. Needless to say, Israel has been awaiting the earthly 
Kingdom in Jerusalem since God promised it to King David in 1042 BC (2 
Sam. 7:16).  
 
Christ came 2000  years ago as the promised Messiah King for the lost sheep 
of Israel (Matt. 15:24), and He offered it to Israel with the message: repent for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matt. 4:17). This same kingdom message 
was passed on to His disciples for their ministry (Matt. 10:6) and final great 
commission (Matt. 24:14; 28:19-20). Sometime after the mystery church 

(Eph. 3:3) disappears in the mystery rapture 124 (1 Cor. 15:51), there will be 
144,000 Jews- not Gentiles- that will be sealed by an angel of God for service 
(Rev. 7:4-8). These specially selected Jews will be spared from harm and 
commissioned to preach the same gospel of the kingdom that John the Bap-
tist, Christ the Messiah King, and the disciples of Christ all preached early on 
(Matt. 3:2;  4:17; 10:17). Please understand. The Body of Christ- the church- 
does NOT preach a kingdom gospel; we preach the gospel of the dispensation 
of the grace of God through faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as He revealed to Paul (Acts 20:24; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; Eph. 3:2), 
and that Paul referred to as my gospel (Rom. 2:16; 16:25; etc). 

                                                             
 
124 There are far more Bible scholars who believe in a pre-trib rapture than oppose 

it. Just compare the names.  
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Matthew 24:15 - The abomination of desolation is prophecy 
for Israel, not the Church 
 
“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him un-
derstand:)”   
 
Again, this is a reference to Jewish prophecy in Daniel. The abomination of 
desolation that Christ mentions constitutes an act the Old Scofield Study Bible   
calls "the blasphemous assumption of deity by the Beast (Dan. 12:11; Matt. 
24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4)." Sadly, Jews that rejected Christ as Messiah may well fall 
for an imposter (John 5:43). Making sense of this is only possible by first un-
derstanding that Jesus was referencing Daniel's 490 year prophecy we looked 
at earlier which begins: Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people [Isra-
el] and upon thy holy city [Jerusalem]. . . (Daniel 9:24;). When He spoke this, 
Christ had been recently cut off at the 70th week, leaving one 7 year period 
scholars teach will be fulfilled during the time of Jacob's trouble, aka the 
Tribulation and great Tribulation so called. This period will likely be fully fa-
cilitated through universal deception (2 Thess. 2:8-11) aimed particularly at 
the Jews (Matt. 24:4, 5, 11, 24) who in their blindness rejected Christ's offer of 
the Kingdom of peace and New Covenant blessings, but who will in the future 
gleefully accept a seven year peace covenant brokered by the Antichrist who 
will violate this treaty in the midst of the week (Dan. 9:27) by entering the ho-
ly place of the temple he perhaps championed where he puts a halt to animal 
sacrifices, then enters the holy of holies (Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 11) 
from which he will declare himself god and force worship of himself through 
the acceptance of a specific mark: 666 (2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13-14).  
 

Matthew 24:16-19 - Warning to the Inhabitants of Judea and 
Jerusalem - Jews  
 
“Then let them which be in Judaea [southern Israel mostly occupied by Is-
lamic squatters] flee into the mountains:  (17)  Let him which is on the house-
top not come down to take any thing out of his house:  (18)  Neither let him 
which is in the field return back to take his clothes.  (19)  And woe unto them 
that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!”  
 
Read this warning carefully. You can’t make this applicable to the church, this 
is a local issue for Jews in Judea, the southern most part of Israel’s land which 
includes Jerusalem. The Lord Jesus warned that when Antichrist enters the 
Jewish Temple declaring that he's god (2 Thess. 2:4), it is a sign that the Jews 
are to flee as quickly as possible. Luke writes: And when ye shall see Jerusa-
lem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh 
(Luke 21:20) . . . and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled (Luke 21:24). 
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Matthew 24:20 - Reinstitution of the Sabbath for Israel 
 
“But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath 
day:” 
 
Sometime after the mystery Body of Christ is removed from earth, God's focus 
will once again be upon prophecy for the Jews who will have reinstituted 
Temple worship with the sacrificial system (Dan. 9:27) and the Mosaic Law 
including Sabbath worship. Here is the patience of the saints [saints are God's 
set apart people; in this setting they are clearly orthodox Jews]: they that keep 
the commandments of God [the Law is for Israel, not the church], and the 
faith of Jesus (Revelation 14:12) [these are Jewish converts to Christ who fol-
low the OT Law]. May I reiterate, the Olivet Discourse is not for Christians 
(the Body of Christ). This is strictly Jewish.  
 
Dr. Gaebelein agrees: The words which the Lord utters concerning those who 
will be then on the earth show clearly that they are not church saints. They are 
in Judea and are asked to flee to the mountains; a foreshadowing of this was 
seen at the destruction of Jerusalem under Titus. They are asked to pray that 
their flight should not take place on the Sabbath; they are called the “elect,” a 
term which in this chapter as well as throughout the Gospels always means 
His earthly people; in the Epistles the word “elect” always means the church.” 
(Annotated Bible, 1919) 
 

The Revelation of Christ in  
the Olivet Discourse Concerns Jews 

 

Matthew 24:21, 29 - The Revelation of Jesus Christ after the 
Tribulation 
 
The Revelation of the Messiah to Israel was a well-known teaching among in 
the OT and appeared in the writings of Samuel, Job, David, Isaiah, and Daniel 
to name a few. Now the Lord Jesus – who has been the unseen subject of the 
return – personally reveals more of the details hidden in the historical writ-
ings.  
 
Matthew 24:21  “For then shall be great Tribulation [first prophesied by Mo-
ses- Deut. 4:30], such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be. Matthew 24:29-30  Immediately after the Tribula-
tion of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall 
be shaken:  (30)  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”  
 
When the Lord returns immediately following the time of Jacob’s trouble Is-
rael will rejoice in her Messiah while God hating anti-Semites will mourn. 
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John concurs in Revelation 1:7  “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye 
shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth 
shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.”  
 
And why do they mourn? The reality that Jesus Christ is the only means of 
salvation, and Israel is God’s elect, meaning judgment awaits them. In the Be-
liever’s Bible Dictionary, Dr. MacDonald makes a great comparative observa-
tion: If we compare this passage with Mat_13:39-43 and Mat_25:31-46, we 
learn that the harvest of the earth takes place at the Second Advent of our 
Lord. Here He is said to do the reaping; in Mat_13:39 the angels are the reap-
ers. Both are true; Christ does it through the agency of angels. Christ is here 
seen descending on a white cloud, ... having on His head a golden crown, and 
in His hand a sharp sickle. (Believer's Bible Commentary, 1995) 
 
Matthew's record of the Revelation of Christ compliments God's prophetic 
Word describing how King Jesus will visibly arrive on earth seen by all, then 
conduct the sheep and goat judgment which determines who enters the Jew-
ish Davidic Kingdom. Here are a few verses describing this magnificent event: 
 
Revelation 19:11 “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war.” [see 2 Thess. 2:8). 
 
Zechariah 14:4 “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 
which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in 
the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a 
very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and 
half of it toward the south.” 
 
Matthew 25:31-34 “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  (32)  And 
before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:  (33)  And he shall 
set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  (34)  Then shall the 
King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” [The Mil-
lennial (Davidic) Covenant Kingdom is in Jerusalem. If you study Matthew 25 
carefully, you'll discover that during the sheep and goat judgment, Gentiles 
are welcomed into the Kingdom based upon their treatment of Christ's breth-
ren- Jews. See Gen. 12:1-3; Num. 24:9; Gen. 26:2-4; Obad. 1:15; etc]. 
 
Before moving to the next verse, this insight from Dr. Gaebelein puts it all into 
perspective: “What is the sign of the Son of Man? We believe it will be the 
Shekinah cloud. It was a cloud which enshrouded His form when He tarried 
with Israel of old. A cloud it was which received Him out of the sight of His 
disciples; a cloud must bring Him back. At the bitter end of the great Tribula-
tion, when His faithful remnant is hard pressed on all sides, when they cry to 
God for the heavens to open and to come down, there will be seen, we believe, 
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in the heavens a bright and shining cloud, a cloud from which fire shines out. 
Well may the believing Jewish remnant then cry out, “Lo, this is our God, we 
have waited for Him, this is the Lord, He will save us.” His elect earthly peo-
ple, those which have not been swept away during the great Tribulation, the 
“all Israel “ of Rom_11:26 will know what that cloud means. Jehovah is com-
ing to be manifested. What their prophets saw and predicted is at last to come 
true. The Day of Jehovah is about to dawn, the Lord their King is coming.” 
(Annotated Bible, 1919)  
 

Matthew 24:22 - Days are shortened for elect - Israel 
 
“And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: 

but for the elect's 125 [these are the same elect Jews see discussion126] sake 
those days shall be shortened.” 
 

The elect in the Olivet Discourse are Jews 
 
As inconvenient as it is for anti-PreTrib advocates our opponents to accept, 

Israel is God’s elect 127 (Isaiah 45:4). And while they desperately need elect to 

                                                             
 
125 The Lord condensed Daniel’s description in 12:1 to this one term, elect.   
126 Please see Key Word Definitions is Section 1   
127 On DouglasHamp.com, Doug teaches that the elect refers to Jews in both Old 

and New Testaments writes: While election is made by God and men of people and 

places, there is a usage that stands out uniquely in Scripture: God’s chosen people, 

the elect, are the Israelites. The title “chosen/elect” is in many verses in Scripture. 

The use of the title “elect” to describe Israel becomes very important when we ven-

ture into the New Testament because it clears up many theological, soteriological, 

and eschatological issues including the identity of the elect in Matthew 24. 

God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself. (Deut 7:6). 

The LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto Himself. (Deut 14:2) 

ye seed of Israel his servant, ye children of Jacob, his chosen ones! (1 Chr 16:13) 

The people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. (Ps 33:12) 

ye Seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen. (Ps 105:6) 

He brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen with gladness. (Ps 105:43) 

For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure. (Ps 

135:4) 

For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect… (Isa 45:4) 

I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob… mine elect shall inherit it. (Isa 65:9) 

… the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

(Isa 65:22)  

The verses above demonstrate how God has specifically called Israel, Jacob, the Seed 

of Abraham His chosen. Thus “the chosen” or “my chosen” and “the elect” (in the 

plural) refer to ethnic Israel.  This point is proven by Paul who, in a synagogue on the 
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mean the church, several things rebut their supposition including rules gov-
erning hermeneutics such as the Principles of First Mention, Context, and 
Progressive Mention.  
 
Commenting on this Olivet context, Dr. Gaebelein writes: “Our Lord gives us a 
most important hint on what He means by these words, by mentioning the 
Prophet Daniel. Then furthermore, the Holy Spirit adds through Matthew a 
word of exhortation, which calls special attention to the Lord’s reference to 
Daniel, the prophet. The Holy Spirit saith, “He that reads let him understand”; 
or, as it might be put, “Consider so as to understand.” It will, therefore, not do 
for us to hurry over this word of our Lord, to which the Holy Spirit calls our 
special attention, which He the great interpreter of the Word of God wants us 
to consider and to understand fully ... The result of this abomination, the reve-
lation of Satan’s power upon the earth, will be the great Tribulation. This is 
fully borne out by the thirteenth chapter in Revelation. Of this our Lord 
speaks, when he said, “for then shall there be great Tribulation such as has 
not been from the beginning of the world, until now, nor ever shall be.” And in 
Daniel we likewise read of this Tribulation. “And there shall be a time of trou-
ble, such as never was since there was a nation” (12:1). The context shows that 
it will be at this very time of which the Lord speaks, immediately before His 
personal, visible and glorious Coming. 
 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer adds this: "Throughout the Olivet Discourse Christ 
refers to Israel as the elect. The most casual contemplation of this discourse 
(Matt. 24:1-25:46) will disclose the truth that only Israel is in view as the elect 
of God. Similarly, a revealing Scripture from Paul (Rom. 9:1-10:4) sets forth 
the truth respecting Israel's election. Too often this portion of Scripture has 
been applied to believers today who comprise the Church. The salient facts in 
the case which make it impossible, however, are that in Israel's election there 
is a national objective and that an individual Jew, though belonging to the 
elect nation, did not have any personal election assured him." (Systematic 
Theology, 1948) 

 
Matthew 24:23-26 - Further warnings about false Messiahs, 
false prophets, and miracle workers   
 
“Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it 
not.  (24)  For there shall arise false Christs [since Israel is looking for the 
real Messiah, these will deceive some], and false prophets [Israel exists 
from the prophetic word], and shall shew great signs and wonders [Israel’s 
history is replete with signs and wonders by God real messengers]; insomuch 
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect [Israel].  (25)  Behold, 
                                                                                                                                                 
 
Sabbath day in Antioch, read from the Law and Prophets and then spoke to his fel-

low Jews: “Men of Israel… give audience: ‘The God of this people Israel chose our 

fathers…’” (Acts 13:16, 17). Thus, the election of Israel is corroborated by Paul in the 

New Testament as well. 
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I have told you before.  (26)  Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he 
is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it 
not. (Deception is the platform of the Antichrist- see Dan. 11:23) 
  
The signs and wonders crowd are mentioned here and can be found actively 
recruiting souls: Revelation 16:14 “For they are the spirits of devils, working 
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to 
gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” 
 

The Kingdom in  
the Olivet Discourse Concerns Jews 

 

Matthew 25:31-34 The Revelation of Jesus Christ and the 
Sheep and Goat Judgment  
 
“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  (32)  And before 
him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from anoth-
er, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:  (33)  And he shall set the 
sheep on his right hand [Jews and their supporters], but the goats on the left.  
(34)  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world.” 
 
In closing, Israel exists from prophecy and the Body of Christ (church) from 
the revelation of the mystery (Rom 16:25; see Gal. 1:12). The Second Coming 
(aka the Revelation) of Jesus Christ to earth is in fulfillment of the Davidic 
Covenant Kingdom that will be inaugurated on earth (2 Sam. 7:16; Isa 11; 14; 
35; 52; 62; Hos 3). This kingdom is a major topic of OT prophecy, and the 
Olivet Discourse provides signs for Israel to know when it is about to happen. 
It begins immediately after the Tribulation (the time of Jacob's [Israel's] 
trouble- Jer. 30:7). Christ returns in visible glory to Jerusalem to destroy the 
Antichrist and his army with the brightness of His coming (2 Thess. 2:8). He 
sets His feet on the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:4); and sits upon a throne of 
judgment separating the sheep- comprised of Israel and her supporters- into 
the Davidic kingdom (Matt. 25:40), from the goats- comprised of surviving 
unsaved, anti-Semites - who will be cast into everlasting punishment (Matt. 
25:41-46). This is the Tribulation, the Revelation of Christ, and the Jewish 
Kingdom all in their Jewish Setting according to the Olivet Discourse. Be sure 
to get your King James Bible and read Revelation 1-19 which is the focus of 
our next study.  
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6 
The Revelation 

Concludes Israel’s Tribulation 
 
“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they 
also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 
of him. Even so, Amen” (Revelation 1:7). 
 

Prophecy Overview:  
 
In his wonderful commentary Revelation Revealed, Dr. Jack Van Impe opens 
in his Preface with the following: “The Book of Revelation is the culmination 
of Bible prophecy – the point at which all the prophecies of the ages converge 
and fine their fulfillment. Revelation discloses the future of the Jew, the Gen-
tile, and the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Within its pages are specific de-
tails concerning the Saviour’s return, the establishment of His Millennial 
Kingdom, and finally, the eternal state of both the saved and the lost.”  
 
Daniel was instructed to “shut up the words” (Dan. 12:4) wherein Revelation 
now discloses them. Israel’s King will appear to install His Kingdom following 
Daniel’s 70th week; a time of (great) tribulation trouble. 
 

The Setting for the  
Revelation Concerns Jews 

 
We are now at the Lord’s description of the “time of Jacob’s trouble 
 

 Jewish Significance 
Description of Trouble 

King and King-
dom 

D
a

n
ie

l 

Church Body not 
known, never men-

tioned 
Daniel’s 70-week 

prophecy to “thy peo-
ple” (Jews) 

in “thy holy city” (Je-
rusalem) 

w/Messiah cut off at  
the 70th week 

(Dan. 9:24-27) 

Daniel’s 70th week 
(Dan. 9:26-27) 

 
“time of trouble” for  

“thy people” 
(Dan. 12:1) 

 
“for the overspreading of 

abominations he shall 
make it desolate” (Dan. 

9:27) 

Messiah appears,  
sets up Israel’s 

Kingdom 
(Dan. 7:13-14; see 

12:1) 
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O
li

v
et

 D
is

co
u

rs
e

 

Church Body not 
known, never men-

tioned 
Jewish geography 
and terminology 

Delivered by Jewish 
Messiah Jesus to four 

Jewish ministers to 
the circumcision (Pe-
ter, James, John, and 
Andrew- Mark 13:3; 

Gal. 2:7-9) 

“abomination of desola-
tion”  

(Matt. 24:15) 
 

“tribulation/great tribu-
lation”  

(Matt. 24:29, 21) 

Messiah appears 
following Tribula-
tion, sets up Isra-

el’s Kingdom 
(Matt. 24:29;  

25:31-34) 
R

ev
el

a
ti

o
n

 

 
Church Body  

never seen on earth 
(Ch. 5-18) 

Delivered by Jesus to 
John, minister to Is-
rael – the circumci-

sion (Gal. 2:7-9) 
(Rev. 6-19) 

 

Mark of the Beast with 
mandatory worship 

(Rev. 13) 

Messiah appears 
following Israel’s 
Tribulation and 

sets up her King-
dom 

(Rev. 19-20) 

 
Before we enter our study of John’s Tribulation narrative to Israel, a word of 
explanation is in order regarding why John’s prophecies specifically target 
Israel and not the church. I call to our memory this important truth, that un-
derstanding the right division God placed in Scripture is a prerequisite to ar-
riving at right conclusions.   
 
Let’s go back to Galatians One where Paul tells us three years or so after he 
was saved, he traveled to Jerusalem and met with some of the Lord’s apostles. 
After sharing his new doctrinal insights with these Jewish men, a decision was 
made regarding their distinct callings and outreach focus from that point for-
ward:  
 
“But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh 
no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be 
somewhat in conference added nothing to me: But contrariwise, when they 
saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as 
the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought effec-
tually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in 
me toward the Gentiles:) And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed 
to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me 
and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the 
heathen, and they unto the circumcision” (Galatians 2:6-9).  
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With that as our backdrop, it should be clear that John’s ministry was pri-
marily to Jews. If you keep this in mind, you will have no problem under-
standing the Jewish significance of the Revelation account he authored. 
 

The Scriptures in 
Revelation Concern Jews 

 
Revelation, given through Christ and written by John moves toward one ma-
jor event: the inauguration of the Davidic Kingdom – promised to Israel 
through the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants – after the visible and glorious 
appearing in Jerusalem of Israel’s Messiah. This will follow immediately after 
Israel’s Tribulation. As we study this book, we need to pay attention to John’s 
writing style which is somewhat like that of a man trying to describe events in 
a three-ring circus. As his narrative advances with declarations and descrip-
tions, he often pauses – five times in fact – to insert details necessary for in-
terpreting his prophecy that aren’t necessarily concurrent with the story line. 
Scofield calls these parenthetical passages that Dr. Scofield tells us do not ad-
vance the prophetic narrative but rather help explain things that have hap-
pened or will happen which are important to the context. He lists five: (1) 7:1-
17; (2) 10:1-11:14; (3) 14:1-13; (4) 16:13-16; and (5) 19:1-6.  
 

The Tribulation Trilogy beginning with Daniel’s Seventy Weeks, 128 follows 
the prophetic Progressive Revelation into the Olivet Discourse which now 
brings us to the prophecies found in the Revelation of Jesus Christ. These are, 
of course, for the “ages to come” for Israel primarily, without a single refer-
ence to the mystery “but now” Body of Christ.  
 
We will now discover that which Daniel codified, and the Lord Jesus clarified, 
is concluded by John in this spectacular apocalyptic masterpiece describing 
Israel’s Tribulation and Christ’s return at its conclusion. Subsequently we will 
find that dichotomy between prophecy and mystery is not only an accurate 
division for the Bible it is the only one leading to unbiased conclusions.  
 
I offer the following chapter summaries in Revelation highlighting passages 
relevant to Israel rather than intense commentary on every verse. Please un-

                                                             
 
128 The seventy weeks are for Israel - centered around Jerusalem where the King-

dom will be inaugurated by Israel’s Messiah. Since the Jewishness of this has been 

immutably instituted by God, the Body of Christ can’t be slipped in through the back 

door of Daniel’s Seventy weeks where she can’t be seen, is never mentioned, and 

doesn’t belong. Scholars teach this seventieth week of seven years will begin at 

some future point when a sinister figure called Antichrist somehow participates in a 

pseudo-peace covenant with God’s Covenant people for seven years (see Dan. 9:27) 

setting in motion once again the prophecy calendar and the beginning of the Tribula-

tion, or time of Jacob’s Trouble (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1; Zeph. 1:15). 



Israel’s Tribulation Trilogy - in its Jewish Setting 
 

 
106 

 
 

derstand Revelation is NOT a continuous narrative. There is information that 
appears to overlap of repeat itself and there are parenthetical passages which 
together make it impossible to render an uninterrupted account. I’ll try 
providing explanations as we progress. Now, I invite you to open your Bible 
with me.   

 
The Tribulation in 

Revelation Concerns Jews 
 
Now begins the “ages to come” in Revelation.  “The time of Jacob’s Trouble” 

(Jer. 30:7), Daniel’s Seventieth Week 129 (Dan. 9:27), the time of trouble 
(Dan. 12:1), and Israel’s Tribulation and great Tribulation (Deut. 4:30; Matt. 
24:21, 29; Rev. 7:14), “the hour of temptation” (Rev. 3:10), and so forth. The 
focus shifts from heaven and the Body of Christ, to earth and Israel. The 
church is not seen on earth until Revelation 19 when we return with Christ.  
 
As I’ve written previously, what most anti-PreTrib advocates for good reason 
avoid is the fact that while we can easily find Israel and the Gentile nations in 
Israel’s Tribulation, the Body of Christ is nowhere to be found. Please read 
this carefully:  
 
If the Body of Christ is in Israel’s Tribulation- that originated from prophecy 
and exists in the prophecy program for Israel - the Holy Spirit went to great 
lengths to keep us from knowing it and only adversarial necessity finds any 
reason to place us there. Consider this: We have several verses clearly telling 
us we will not be here during this time (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; 2 Thess. 2:5-7) and 
yet there isn’t a verse anywhere in the Bible clearly and indisputably placing 
us there for even one moment of this future Holocaust without pulling from 
context the words “saints,” “elect,” and “disciples,” which in Daniel, the Olivet 
Discourse and Revelation refer to Israel or Tribulation converts. 

  

                                                             
 
129 Bear in mind, this seventy week prophecy was for “thy people” Israel. The first 69 

weeks were fulfilled exactly as planned for Israel, and so will the final week. In other 

words, the entire 70-week prophecy spoken by Daniel is for Israel which includes the 

final week. The Body of Christ was not seen, is never mentioned, and will not be here 

during the Time of Jacob’s Trouble regardless of how desperate men are to place us 

here. 
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A false 7-year covenant 
 
Before Israel’s Tribulation epoch begins, however, Israel will place her trust in 
the hands of a false messiah theologians refer to as the Antichrist who will 
offer a Covenant to the covenant people (Dan. 9:27) apparently guaranteeing 7 
years of peace on earth apart from God’s peace (see Dan. 11:21,24). This doc-
ument will no doubt provide Israel full access to the Temple mount to rebuild 
the Temple and reinstitute the Levitical priesthood and the sacrificial system 
that’s been missing for almost two thousand years (Dan. 9:27; 2 Thess. 2:3-4; 
Rev. 11:1-2).  
 
Like Daniel, and the Olivet Discourse, Israel’s Tribulation in Revelation impli-
cates Israel. Daniel – as with every other Jewish prophet – never knew about 
the Body of Christ. He never mentioned us, and thus since the Olivet Dis-
course and Revelation are built on his prophecies, neither do they. The incep-
tion of Israel’s Tribulation (time of Jacob’s Trouble) was a Jewish prophecy 
from Moses (Deut 4:30). It then followed the divine path of Progressive Reve-
lation – where it managed to travel through Israel’s 4000 year history includ-

ing 5 Covenants130 [the New Covenant ready to be ratified], where it picked 
up several names to identify it, now to find its consummation in the Book of 
Revelation from Chapter 6 through 19.  
 

FIRST 3 ½ YEARS OF ISRAEL’S TRIBULATION 
(Revelation 6 – 12) 

 
The actual timing of the rapture is linked to understanding when God’s wrath 
actually begins since He promised to deliver us from it (1 Thessalonians 1:10, 
5:9). Again, I remind you that Chapter 12 which explains the PreTrib rapture 
could have been previously inserted rather than appearing as incidental in-
formation following Chapter 11.  
 

Revelation 6 – The Wrath of God Commences with the Wrath 
of the Lamb 
 
“…for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us, because our 
fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto 
all that which is written concerning us” (2 Kings 22:13). Bear in mind, Jacob’s 
Trouble – Israel’s Tribulation – is God’s orchestrated wrath which the prophet 
Nahum tells us He reserves for His enemies (1:2). The Body of Christ isn’t on 
earth due to reasons outlined in this extensive treatise, not the least of which 
we are NOT appointed to wrath (1 Thess. 1:10). The Body of Christ is saved, 
sealed, and set in the heavenlies in Christ (Eph. 1:13-14; 2:6), and in that glori-

                                                             
 
130 I included the New Covenant here even though Israel hasn’t officially received 

and ratified it. 
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fied state cannot under any stretch of the imagination be viewed as His ene-
my.  
Chapter 6 reveals the beginning of God’s wrath in six seal judgments of the 

Lamb. With this begins the seven-year 131 Tribulation, aka Daniel’s Seventieth 
week, aka the Time of Jacob’s Trouble with a rider on a white horse - the Anti-
christ. Chapter 19 ends Israel’s Tribulation also with a figure on a white horse 
– the Lord Jesus Christ. The mistreatment of the Jews introduces worldwide 
reciprocation in the form of exponential catastrophes from God  (Gen. 12:2-3; 
Esther 8:6-7; Isa. 41:11-13; Obad. 1:15). Although PreWrath anti-PreTrib sup-
porters make much about the Body of Christ escaping God’s wrath, we find 
them once again less than honest with the Scriptures as God’s wrath is re-
vealed from the beginning until the end of Israel’s Tribulation under His 
mandates: 
 
Two parenthetical passages notwithstanding (Rev. 7:1-17 and 10: 1-11:14) Isra-
el’s entire seven-year Tribulation is described from Chapters 6-11 followed by 
an overview summary in Chapter 12 beginning with the birth of the man child 
(Christ in His full manifestation that includes His Body) who was “caught up 
132 unto God and to His throne” (12:5) which some scholars such as Darby, 
Kelly, Ironside, Strauss, and others believed was a clear PreTrib rapture decla-
ration. More on this shortly. 

 
The Jewish focus  
 
The Lord opens the six seals He introduced as narrative in the Olivet Dis-
course. Bible scholar Larry Cockerham writes: Revelation 6-19 is an expanded 
Matthew 24, which of course is an expansion of Daniel 9:27! The seven-year 
period of Revelation 6-19 is Daniel's "seventieth week" of seven years. The last 
half of three-and-one half years of Revelation corresponds to the three-and-
one-half year period of Daniel 7:25. This period is called in Jeremiah 30:7 "Ja-
cob’s Trouble." This period is forty-two months or twelve-hundred-and-sixty 
days long. Many refuse to see this simple explanation of prophecy. When Mat-
thew chapter 24 and Revelation chapters 6-19 are compared, we find many 
remarkable comparisons. There will be false Christs (Matt. 24:4-5; Rev. 6:1-
2), wars (Matt. 24:6; Rev. 6:3-4), famines (Matt. 24:7a; Rev. 6:5-6), death 
(Matt. 24:7b-8; Rev. 6:7-8), martyrs (Matt. 24:9; Rev. 6:9-11), worldwide cha-
os (Matt. 24:10-13; Rev. 6:12-17), and the preaching of the Gospel of the king-
dom preceded by the sealing of the 144,000 (Matt. 24:14; Rev. 7:1-8). There 
will be the desecration of the Temple and its worship (Matt. 24:15; Rev. 13:1-

                                                             
 
131 EW Bullinger taught the number 7 means “spiritual perfection” (Number in Scrip-
ture). Walter Wilson adds that it “is used to represent GOD's complete provision both 
in CHRIST and in His dealings with men.” (Wilson’s Dictionary of Bible Types).  
132 The Greek word here is har-pad'-zo which Paul also used in his key rapture verse 

found in 1 Thess 4:17. Make no mistake, this is the rapture of the Body of Christ 

which in context, occurs before the Tribulation of Chapter 12.  
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10), while persecution by the Antichrist will cause Israel to flee into the wil-
derness (Matt. 24:16-20; Rev. 12:6, 12-17). There will be deception by the false 
prophet (Matt. 24:11-12; Rev. 13:11-18), with the Second Advent terminating 
the seven-year period (Matt. 24:27-30; Rev. 19:11-21). Therefore, Matthew 24 
is a prophetic forecast of the seven-year period of Revelation chapters 6-19, 

sometimes called Daniel's "Seventieth Week" (Dan. 9:27). 133 
 
We find most interesting that Daniel prophesying to “thy people” Israel (Dan. 
9:15, 16, 19, 24) was told to seal the vision to the time of the end: 
 
“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the 
time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in-
creased” (Daniel 12:4). 
 
“And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till 
the time of the end” (Daniel 12:9). 
 

 The First Seal: (Revelation 6:1-2; Matthew 24:4-5) - Deception from 
False Messiahs 

 The Second and Third Seals: (Revelation 6:5-8; Matthew 24:6-8) - 
Wars and Sorrows 

 The Fourth and Fifth Seals: (Revelation 6:7-10; Matthew 24:9-10) - 
Affliction, Anti-Semitism, Mass Murders, and Betrayal  

 The Sixth Seal: (Revelation 6:12-17; Matthew 24:29-30) – Ecological 

Upheaval affecting the earth, sun, moon and stars. 134 
 
The main subject is Israel from Revelation 6 through 18 as the earth dwellers 
135 begin to experience Isaiah’s warning: “Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are 
upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth … For, behold, the LORD cometh out of 
his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the 
                                                             
 
133 http://www.prophecyforum.com/matthew_24_revelation_6-19.html 
134 PreWrath rapture advocates offer elaborate charting with claims the darkening 

of sun, moon, and stars proves their conjecture which it does not. If interested, 

please send 5 stamps and request our chart entitled: Signs in the Sun, Moon, and 

Stars.  
135 May I reiterate, we can easily find Israel and the Gentile nations in the Tribula-

tion, but not the Body of Christ. If the Body of Christ is in the Tribulation, the Holy 

Spirit went to great lengths to keep us from knowing it and only adversarial necessity 

finds any reason to place us there. We have several verses clearly telling us wrath is 

not for us and thus we will not be here during this time (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; 2 Thess. 

2:5-7). Adding to that, there isn’t a verse anywhere in the Bible clearly and indisput-

ably placing us there for even one moment of this future Holocaust without pulling 

from context the words “saints” and “elect”, which in Daniel, the Olivet Discourse 

and Revelation refer to Israel or Tribulation converts. 
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earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain [a refer-
ence to abortion?]” (Isaiah 24:17; 26:21).  
 
The Body of Christ – is viewing this from heaven; she is not on earth. God’s 
wrath is NEVER aimed at those in a mutual relationship with Him! Nahum 
1:2 “God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is fu-
rious; the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth 
wrath for his enemies.” There isn’t a verse anywhere in Revelation (or in God’s 
word) clearly and indisputably placing the church on earth until Chapter 19. 
Enter anti-PreTrib, PreWrath backers which are an amalgamation of confu-
sion and creativity gleaned from their angry mid-trib/post-trib brethren. 
These men – knowing Christ “hath delivered us from the wrath to come” (1 
Thess. 1:10) - and yet desperate to put us here during a portion of Israel’s 
Tribulation – where we can’t be seen and we don’t belong - teach without Bib-
lical authority that the Body of Christ is “soft” and thus we must endure the 
first part of Revelation which they wrongly paint as Satan’s wrath. One of the 
problems with this theory for anyone paying attention is obvious; Satan’s 
wrath is revealed in Revelation 12:12 and yet the context of the passage sug-
gests it actually begins when the seals are opened in Revelation 6. I will dis-
cuss this shortly. 
 
Nevertheless, while ignoring the facts or being ignorant of them some have 

conjured up a ruse “rapture” they call PreWrath 136 based on a reference to 
black sun, blood moon, and falling stars falling (Rev. 6:12-13). The fact is, it 
doesn’t matter since it refers to Jews, not the Body of Christ. If you study all 
references to these celestial changes as they signal the Revelation of Christ at 
the end of the Time of Jacob’s Trouble to judge the nations and inaugurate the 
Kingdom in Israel. 
 
As painful as it is for PreWrath teachers to admit - from the opening verse in 
Chapter 6, we find it is Christ the Lamb’s wrath initiating the devastation up-
on earth and her inhabitants. Therefore, Chapter 6 introduces Israel’s Tribula-
tion as the wrath of the Lamb, which focuses on Israel and the unsaved Gen-
tile nations opposing her.  
 
Again, the church is not in view because she is not here.   

 
Revelation 7:1-17 – (1st Parenthetical Passage – 144,000 Jew-
ish Evangelists are Sealed) 
 
The focus remains Israel and earth. There is no mention of the Body of Christ 
anytime, anywhere on earth without redefining the words “saints” which 
clearly refer to Jews in Daniel and Jews and Israel’s Tribulation converts in 
Revelation.  

                                                             
 
136 PMI has a treasure trove of information refuting this carefully crafted ruse. 
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Here’s another instance where posttrib postulation fails to meet the burden of 
proof by claiming the Body of Christ is on earth and God will safeguard her 
during Satan’s wrath as well as His wrath. Every servant of God is ordered by 
the angel of God to be sealed v3). There are only 144,000 on the entire 
earth that can be found – all Jews incidentally. 
 
Once again, we ask our friends on the other side of the argument to admit that 
the reason Jewish evangelists are chosen is simple when studied in context. 
The church is not here. God has sealed Jews to preach, protected during the 
remainder of Israel’s Tribulation. They are the only recorded messengers of 

God 137 at this particular time, and they are absolutely tireless in their preach-
ing and witnessing for Christ (Rev. 7:9-14) 

 

Revelation 8 – The Seventh Seal – and Four Trumpets 

 
The focus remains Israel and earth. There is no mention of the Body of Christ 
anytime, anywhere on earth.  
 
Woe to those who, by their rejection of the Lord Jesus, will find themselves 
left upon the earth to taste the sufferings of the great Tribulation. Satanic 
forces will be allowed abroad without restraint, bringing fear upon all men by 
reason of conditions in the earth and in the heavens above. (Keith Brooks, 
1919).  
 
The mistreatment of the Jews ushering in worldwide catastrophe continues. 
Seven trumpets come from opening of the seventh seal Trumpets are blown by 
angels: 
 

 First Trumpet: Hail, fire, blood cast upon earth; third of trees and 
green grass.  

 Second Trumpet: Great mountain burning with fire cast into the sea, 
third of sea becomes blood, third of sea creatures die, third of all naval 
fleets destroyed. 

 Third Trumpet: Star named Wormwood falls from heaven on a third 
part of rivers and fountains; third part of the waters become worm-
wood and many die as a result.  

 Fourth Trumpet: Third part of the sun smitten, third part of the 
moon, and a third part of the stars all darkened. Days are shortened 
by a third.  

 

                                                             
 
137 If the church was on Earth, there would be no need of anointing 12,000 Jews 

from each of the twelve tribes of Israel. The church is gone Israel is now the focus 

during the tribulation. 
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Three woes are now pronounced upon the earth to begin with the sounding of 
the final three trumpets. 

 
Revelation 9 – Fifth – Sixth Trumpet: First – Second Woe 
 
The focus remains Israel and earth. There is no mention of the Body of Christ 
anytime, anywhere on earth.  

 
Revelation 10:1 – 11:14 – (2nd Parenthetical Passage – The 
angel and the little book) 
 
The focus remains Israel and earth. There is no mention of the previously rap-
tured Body of Christ anytime, anywhere on earth.  
 
As a reminder, Chapter 10 through 11:14 is one of 5. The Tribulation seems to 
end in verse 7 where we’re told the mystery of God is finished. Chapter 11 de-
scribes the Tribulation temple we know must exist for Antichrist to desecrate 
it (Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4).  
 
The Seventh Trumpet sounds in verse 15 seemingly marking the beginning of 
the end when the Kingdoms of the world are given over to the Lord. This de-
lights those of us in heaven but angers the inhabitants of earth who know 
judgment awaits them. The chapter closes with the temple of God appearing 
in heaven amidst lightning, thundering, another earthquake and hailstorms. 

 
Revelation 12:1-12 - The Wrath of God through Satan 
 
Chapter 12 appears to be a side bar placed here by the Holy Spirit allowing the 
reader to catch up on details that may have occurred previously, at the begin-
ning of the tribulation.  
 
Four distinct personages appear in chapter 12: a woman, a dragon, a man 
child, and Michael the archangel. 
 
First, the woman clothed with the sun (1-2) - Israel 
 
Revelation 12:1-2: “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a 
crown of twelve stars:  (2)  And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, 
and pained to be delivered.” 
 
Dr. Tim LaHaye writes: “It should not come as a surprise that so much space 
is given in the book of Revelation to the nation of Israel. She dominates the 
pages of the Old Testament because she is God’s nation of destiny. That He is 
not through with her is seen in the prophetic “time of Jacob’s Trouble” out-
lined in Chapter 13 and described in Daniel 9:24-27. The “seventieth week of 
Daniel” or Tribulation period is covered in Revelation 6-18. It would naturally 
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include an extensive prediction of Israel’s part in that time that will try the 
whole earth.” (Revelation Unveiled, 1999, p. 196) 
 
Second, the great red dragon (3-4) - Satan 
 
Jews familiar with Daniel understand the relevance to Israel here. Revelation 
12:3-4: “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great 

red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, 138and seven crowns upon 
his heads.  (4)  And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did 
cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was 
ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.” 
 
Satan hates all of God’s people, but especially the Jews. “This will be a happy 
time for those who are in heaven by the blood of the Lamb, but a time of terri-
ble trial for Israel and eternal woe for the Gentiles who submit to the mark of 
the beast. The only salvation in those days will be bold confession of faith in 
the blood of the Lamb, which will mean martyrdom to all except those sealed 
for physical preservation” (Summarized Bible, 1919). 
 
Third, the man child (5-6) – Christ and His Body  
 
Revelation 12:5-6: “And she (the woman clothed in the sun in v.1) brought 
forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child 

was caught up (see 1 Thess. 4:17 139) unto God, and to his throne. And the 
woman (Israel) fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of 
God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore 
days.”  
 
Once again, this woman is Israel who gives birth to an unnamed man child. 
Many scholars rightfully recognize Him as Christ while failing to see the 
broader implication recognized by dispensational scholars such as JN Dar-

by140, William Kelly 141, HA Ironside 142, Lehman Strauss143; that although 

                                                             
 
138 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terri-

ble, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in 

pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the 

beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. (Daniel 7:7) 
139 The Greek harpazo translated caught up means to snatch by force. Paul used this 

when discussing his trip to paradise, the third heaven (2 Cor 12:2,4) and for the 

catching away of the church (1 Thess. 4:17) called the rapture taken from up the 

Latin word “raptus”. 
140 John Nelson Darby wrote: “The head and the body must be united before He can 

act as having this title before the world; because the mystic man as a whole cannot 

take it until the Church is taken up to Him. For not until then—until the Church, the 

body, is united to the Head, Christ, in heaven—is the mystic man in that sense com-
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the man child is Christ He is incomplete as a Head without the church which 
is His Body, also caught up before the Tribulation to one day rule with a rod of 
iron with Him (study carefully Rev. 2:26-27). 
 
Fourth, Michael the archangel (7-12) – war in heaven  
 
Aside from the fallen Lucifer, two other – high-ranking - angels are named in 
Scripture: Gabriel, which means champion of God was sent to Daniel (Dan. 
8:16) to explain the vision of the ram and the he-goat, and to communicate the 
prediction of the seventy weeks (Dan. 9:21-27). He announced also the birth 
of John the Baptist (Luke 1:11), and of the Messiah (Luke 1:26). He describes 
himself in the words, “I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God” (Luke 
1:19). Michael, on the other hand which means who is like God, was one of the 
chief angels (Dan. 10:13, Dan. 10:21; Dan. 12:1). He had special charge of Isra-

el as a nation. He disputed with Satan (Jude 1:9) about the body of Moses 144. 
He is also represented as warring against “that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world” (Rev. 12:7-9). [Remember, de-
ception is the platform of the Antichrist- see Dan. 11:23—Dr. Mike] 
 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
plete; and therefore, the Church must be taken up before Christ can come in judg-

ment." Seven Lectures on the Prophetical Addresses to the Seven Churches (3d rev. 

ed.; London: G. Morrish, c. 1855) 
141 William Kelly wrote: "On this principle then I cannot but consider that the rap-

ture of the man-child to God and His throne involves the rapture of the church in 

itself. The explanation why it is thus introduced here depends on the truth that 

Christ and the church are one, and have a common destiny. Inasmuch as He went up 

to heaven, so also the church is to be caught up." Lectures Introductory to the Study 

of the Acts, the Catholic Epistles, and the Revelation (London: W. H. Broom, 1870) 
142 HA Ironside wrote: "I have read or carefully examined several hundred books 

purporting to expound the Revelation. I have learned to look upon this twelfth chap-

ter as the crucial test in regard to the correct prophetic outline. If the interpreters 

are wrong as to the woman and the man-child, it necessarily follows that they will be 

wrong as to many things connected with them … We have seen that the man-child 

symbolizes both Head and body—the complete Christ. Therefore, as in other proph-

ecies, the entire present dispensation is passed over in silence, and the church is 

represented in its Head, caught up with Christ.” Lectures on the Revelation, 

(Loizeaux Brothers, New Jersey, excerpted from p.203-209) 
143 Lehman Strause wrote: I see in the Man Child by way of application, the Church 

of Christ. The Church is Christ’s Body of which He is the Head (Ephesians 1:22-23; 

Colossians 1:18-24). Of believers also it is stated that they shall rule the nations with 

a rod of iron (Revelation 2:27). The Church too shall be caught up to Heaven.” The 

Book of Revelation (Loizeaux Brothers, New Jersey, p.233) 
144 Perhaps Satan would have used Moses’s body in some idolatrous manner.   
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Revelation 12:13-17 – Satan’s wrath against Israel during the 
Tribulation 
 
The focus is still on earth and Israel as Satan does everything possible to pre-
vent the inevitable Covenant Kingdom promised to David. Revelation 12:13: 
“And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the 
woman which brought forth the man child.” 
 
Satan was apparently expelled from heaven when the church Body arrived 
prior to the signing of the Covenant with Antichrist (Dan. 9:24-27). Scholars 
believe after three and one half years, he fully incarnates the Antichrist, who 
goes into the temple to demand to be worshiped (2 Thess. 2:4; see Dan. 11:36-
37). Jesus tied this to Israel, labeling it Daniel’s abomination of desolation 
(Dan. 9:27) with a warning that Jews needed to flee Jerusalem (Matt. 24:15-
16). According to our next verse, it appears she listens: 
 
Revelation 12:14: “And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, 
that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished 
for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.” 
 
Although we dare not be dogmatic, it appears airplanes may be instrumental 
in transporting Jews out of harm’s way just as air power may be used to pro-

tect Jerusalem which has become a cup of trembling: 145 “As birds flying, so 
will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and 
passing over he will preserve it” (Isa 31:5).  
 
Revelation 12:15: “And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood af-
ter the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. (16) 
And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swal-
lowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.” 
 
Antichrist pursues Israel with vengeance. This is the time when those sympa-
thetic to her will prove they support her as well as “earning” themselves the 
right to enter and participate in the kingdom (Matt. 25:31-46). Revelation 
12:17: “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war 
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and 
have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 
 
This is not the Body of Christ; these are probably Messianic Jews who have 
converted to Christ and volitionally keep the commandments. We know Sa-
tan’s hatred of Israel has never concealed itself. His war is with her seed, and 
all those associated with her.  

                                                             
 
145 Zechariah predicts this, “And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome 

stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though 

all the people of the Earth be gathered together against it” (Zechariah 12:3). 
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FINAL 3 ½ YEARS OF ISRAEL’S TRIBULATION 
(Revelation 13 – 18) 

 
Revelation 13 – Rise of the Beast and his Mark 
 
There are several noteworthy things about the thirteenth chapter of Revela-
tion. The Antichrist political machine heretofore seeking volunteer worship 
now demands it when Antichrist enters the Temple holy of holies claiming to 
Israel and the world that he is to be worshiped as god (2 Thess. 2:4). As noted 
a moment ago, Jesus referred to “the abomination that maketh desolate” 
(Dan. 9:27; 11:31; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4) and it will last (1,260 days- Rev. 
12:6). Jerusalem becomes such a full “cup of trembling” (Zech. 12:2) as Anti-

christ wages all-out war with the saints 146. Not a moment too soon, Jews 

heed Christ’s warning to flea for their lives (Matt. 24:16-20) 147.  
 
Two beasts  
 
Let’s discuss the two beasts. The first rises out of the sea typifying the nations. 
The second comes out of the earth and has two horns like a lamb, but speaks 
as a dragon. The first is “the prince that shall come,” the wicked leader of the 
revived Roman empire; the second one is the false Messiah, the antichrist, 
who mimics the true Christ. What will then take place is clearly stated in Rev. 
13:12-18. There we read of an image. “And he had power to give life unto the 
image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause 
that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.” 
This, no doubt, will be the abomination, an image worshipped; as well as the 
second beast, “who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, 

                                                             
 
146 Saint(s) is the second of two “proof text” words misused most often in anti-

PreTrib tirades. According to the King James Dictionary, the word saint(s) simply 

means “men and women of God.” The First Mention connects saints with Israel 

(Deut. 33:2-3) as it often does throughout the Bible. The same hold true in what’s 

called the New Testament (Matt. 27:52-53). Since the word designates either Israel 

or the Body of Christ, understanding its use requires a thorough grasp of its context 

within its setting. For example, Daniel – a prophet of Israel writing to Jews – uses 

saint(s) nine times in six verses – always to describe Israel. Since Daniel is the Rosetta 

Stone for interpreting tribulation prophecy, the 11 appearances of the word “saints” 

in Revelation chapters six through nineteen (the tribulation chapters) – if we are to 

maintain consistency in our hermeneutics – likewise refers to Israel or those saved 

during the Time of Jacob’s Trouble. 
147 Zechariah predicts this, “And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome 

stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though 

all the people of the Earth be gathered together against it” (Zechariah 12:3). 
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or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God (not in 
Rome, but in Jerusalem), showing himself that he is God” (2Th. 2:4). This 
then is the abomination which falls in the last half of the seventieth week. The 
result of this abomination, the revelation of Satan’s power upon the earth, will 
be the great Tribulation. This is fully borne out by the thirteenth chapter in 
Revelation. Of this our Lord speaks, when he said, “for then shall there be 
great Tribulation such as has not been from the beginning of the world, until 
now, nor ever shall be.” And in Daniel we likewise read of this Tribulation; 
“And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a na-
tion” (12:1). The context shows that it will be at this very time of which the 
Lord speaks, immediately before His personal, visible and glorious Coming. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Daniel received a 490-year prophecy for Israel, “thy 

people” (Dan. 9:15-16, 19, 24; 10:14; etc) 148. This 70-week prophecy clock 
stopped about two thousand years ago at Daniel’s Seventieth Week (study 
carefully Dan. 9:24-27). It will resume when “the fullness of the Gentiles be 
come in” (Rom. 11:25) at the conclusion of the mystery program with the dis-
appearance of the mystery Body (1 Cor. 15:51; 1 Thess. 4:13-18).  
 
Revelation 13:7 “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and 
to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, 
and nations.” [Daniel 7:21 uses the same phrase and clearly identified these 
saints as Israel]. 
 
Revelation 13:10 “He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that 
killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and 
the faith of the saints.” [See the note above]. 
 
The Antichrist is the most anti-Semitic figure in the history of the world. Dan-
iel 7:17-28 describes his incessant attacks on a group of people that were the 
target of Daniel’s prophecies – “thy people” – Jews. Antisemitism flourishes 

today in Islamic nations- see Rev 12:1-6; Rev 13:7 and around the world 149. 
Jews are besmirched as “Christ killers” and as such are hated for His name - 
Matt 24:9. These Tribulation saints hearken back to Daniel 9:4 and are identi-
fied as Jewish Law keepers who have converted to Christ: Revelation 14:12 
“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the command-

                                                             
 
148 Daniel refers to Jews as “saints” 6 times in Daniel 7 in relation to the coming trib-

ulation. Revelation is the companion Book; the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy. 

Therefore, when Revelation refers to saints, it likewise refers to Jews and their con-

verts; NOT the Body of Christ which didn’t exist in Daniel’s mind. 
149 The most anti-Semitic countries in the world, culled from surveying 53,100 peo-

ple from 100 countries worldwide: West Bank/Gaza; Iraq; Yemen; Algeria; Libya; 

Tunisia; Kuwait; Bahrain; Jordan; Morocco; Qatar; UAE. Notice any common thread? 

[HINT: They share a “prophet” named Mohammad] 
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ments of God 150, and the faith of Jesus.” [Jews will return to their temple 
worship and sacrificial system including reinstituting the 613 Old Testament 
Commandments, Judgments, and Ordinances. Christians aren’t required to 
keep these laws] 

 
Revelation 14:1-13 – (3rd Parenthetical Passage – Vision of 
the Lamb and the 144,000) 
 
We have here an event summary later expanded upon. It begins with the re-
turning Lamb and the 144,000 sealed Israelites which is detailed in Chapter 
19. This section predicts the fall of Babylon which is outlined later in chapters 
17-18, describes the lake of fire for beast worshipers, and ends with the car-
nage of Armageddon. (study carefully Jer. 51-51) 

 

Revelation 15 – 16 – God’s Wrath poured out upon earth 

 
The focus remains Israel and earth which is ultimately pummeled with hard-
ship and disaster. There is no mention of the Body of Christ anytime, any-
where on the planet. Revelation 15:3 “And they sing the song of Moses the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are 
thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of 
saints.” 

 
Revelation 16:13-16 – (4th Parenthetical Passage – Unclean 
spirits with Armageddon agenda)  
 
Consider again this significant point carefully. God’s wrath is NEVER aimed at 
those in relationship with Him! Nahum 1:2 “God is jealous, and the LORD 
revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the LORD will take vengeance 
on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.” 

 
Revelation 17 – The Destruction of Mystery Babylon – the 
Scarlet Harlot of Rome 
 
The focus remains on the earth. While we now see the Mystery Babylon as the 
Scarlet Harlot of vast false religion, there is no mention of the Body of Christ 
anytime, anywhere on earth. This chapter pictures the doom of a ruse 
“church.” Since the real Body of Christ church is a mystery, this apostate or-
ganization is aptly named Mystery Babylon aka the Scarlet Harlot of Rome. 
She is last great ecclesiastical order that replaces the real church aka the Mys-
tery Body after the rapture. Many believe the literal city of Babylon will be 

                                                             
 
150 The 10 Commandments were part of the Old Testament Law which included 613 

ordinances, commandments, and judgments governing social, political, and religious 

conduct. The Body of Christ has never been under the Law and never will be. 
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rebuilt in the end times, but the imagery here seems to indicate otherwise. Dr. 
Chafer agrees: “The name Babylon means ‘confusion,’ and is linked with dis-
order from the day of the confounding of human language as recorded in Gen-
esis onward to the final destruction of great Babylon as recorded in Revela-
tion. Of the theory that the ancient city will yet be rebuilt for it to be destroyed 
in fulfillment of prediction, little can be said in its favor. On the contrary, such 
a fruition directly contradicts the Scriptures (cf. Isa. 13:19-22; Jer. 51:61-64); 
however, confusion or babel continues until order is restored in the earth by 
Christ when He comes again” (Systematic Theology, 1948). 
 
Revelation 17:6 “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, 
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered 
with great admiration.” These saints comprise not only Jews, but converts to 
Christ throughout history and in Israel’s Tribulation.  

 
Revelation 18 – The Destruction of Commercial Babylon 
 
The focus remains on the influence of Babylon – economic and political – on 
earth. There is no mention of the Body of Christ anytime, anywhere on earth.  
 
As there is to be an ecclesiastical Babylon (“confusion”) heading up in the 
great Tribulation period, so there is also a great commercial and political Bab-
ylon, the pride of the great men of the earth, which shall likewise come to a 
terrible and an everlasting end, when Christ shall return in glory. This great 
system, back of which is anti-Christ, will bitterly hate any who would glorify 
any god but materialism and the beast and will be guilty of the blood of many 
prophets and saints who have stood true to the ever-lasting Gospel. Revelation 
18:24 “And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all 
that were slain upon the earth.”  
 
Allow me a brief observation here. During Israel’s Tribulation, which was orig-
inally given to Israel by Moses (Deut. 4:30-31), and which continued here 
through progressive revelation – we find Israel on earth enduring the pun-

ishment 151 God metes out during the very Tribulation 152 He orchestrated as a 
tool necessary for bringing her to repentance. It includes punishment of all 
earth dwellers and includes both economic and ecclesiastical Babylon. That 
said, NEVER ONCE is the Body of Christ clearly mentioned or pictured dur-
ing this grievous period of time.  
 
Why? Because this is part of Israel’s prophecy program and we are not here.  

                                                             
 
151 The Tribulation is to purge Israel of her rebels (Ezek. 20:33-44; see Dan. 11:35). 
152 This punishment is for Israel and her enemies (Deut. 30:7; 32:43; Isa. 2:19-21; Isa. 

13; 24; 34;  Jer. 30-31; Dan. 7; 12:1; Joel 2; Zephaniah, see 1:15; Matt. 24-25; Mark 

13; Luke 21; Rev. 6-19). The Body of Christ is never mentioned, and is not seen dur-

ing Israel’s Tribulation judgment! 



Israel’s Tribulation Trilogy - in its Jewish Setting 
 

 
120 

 
 

 

The Return of Christ to set up the  
Kingdom in Revelation Concerns Jews 

 
Revelation 19:1-6 – (5th Parenthetical Passage – A pause for 
praise  
 
Revelation 19 concludes Israel’s Tribulation with the return of the Lord to stop 
the annihilation of Israel at Armageddon when He touches down at Mount 
Olivet dividing the mountain in two (Zech. 14:3-4; see Rev. 19:11-21). Rejoice 
Israel, the Messiah will return to rule in righteousness: “Even he shall build 
the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule up-
on his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of 
peace shall be between them both” (Zechariah 6:13). 
 
Some of the passages in Revelation that reveal the Lord’s return  
 
“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so, Amen” (Revelation 1:7). “Remember therefore how thou hast re-
ceived and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, 
I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come 
upon thee” (Revelation 3:3). “Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown” (Revelation 3:11). 
  
“And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto 
the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp 
sickle. And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to 
him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come 
for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. And he that sat on the 
cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. And another 
angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 
And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and 
cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy 
sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are 
fully ripe. And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the 
vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And 
the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the wine-
press, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred 
furlongs” (Revelation 14:14-20). 
 
“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon 
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. And he 
was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word 
of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
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clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp 
sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a 
rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Al-
mighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. And I saw an angel standing in the 
sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst 
of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great 
God; That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh 
of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the 
flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. And I saw the 
beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make 
war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. And the beast was 
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with 
which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them 
that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burn-
ing with brimstone. And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat 
upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls 
were filled with their flesh” (Revelation 19:11-21). Study carefully Isa. 26:21. 

 
This is the Jewish Kingdom in its Jewish Setting  
 
In closing, thus far we’ve learned that the goal of prophecy is the glorious ap-
pearance of the Messiah on earth to establish Israel’s kingdom (Dan 2:44) 
under a King from the lineage of David in the city of Jerusalem (Isa. 24:23; 
Mic. 4:7) in fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam. 7:16; see Dan. 2:44). 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ is the third and final section comprising Isra-
el’s Tribulation Trilogy.  
 
Although Daniel and the Olivet Discourse pointed forward to the end times, 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ is the culmination of all their predictions. When 
studied in its Jewish setting along with the entire Tribulation Trilogy, we be-
lieve the Revelation of Jesus Christ clearly demonstrates the Jewishness of 
“the Time of Jacob’s Trouble” leading to the Revelation of the Lord Jesus at 
the conclusion to inaugurate the Millennial Kingdom in Jerusalem as God 
promised in the Davidic Covenant.  
 
In the next chart we’ll examine the commonalities of the Tribulation Trilogy 
passages.  
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Chart: Tribulation Trilogy Commonalities  
 

Subject Daniel Olivet Discourse 
Revelation of 
Jesus Christ 

Time of Jacob’s 
Trouble 

Dan 12:1 
a time of trouble 

Dan. 

Matt 24:21, 29 
great Tribula-

tion, Tribulation 

Rev 7:14 
the hour of tempta-
tion; great Tribula-

tion 
Concerns Jews 
(elect-saints) 

Thy people  
Dan. 7:19-26; 9:1-27 

My brethren  
Matt 24:16-20 

Her seed  
Rev 7:4; 12:6,17 

Centers around 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dan. 7:14; 9:1-27  Matt 24 
Rev 11:8; 12:1-2; 
14:1; 14-20; 16:16 

Language rele-
vant to Jews 

alone 

Holy covenant, 
sanctuary, kingdom, 

thy servants the 
prophets, Moses the 

servant of God, 
Messiah, sacrifice, 

oblation 

False prophets, 
kingdom, abom-
ination of deso-
lation, Daniel 

the prophet, holy 
place, Sabbath, 

Judea, elect, Son 
of man, sign of 
son and moon, 

Noe 

Temple, ark, Mi-
chael, wilderness, 

remnant, seed, 
commandments, 

Christ, Sion, Moses, 
prophets 

Abomination of 
desolation 

Dan 8:13; 9:27; 
11:31; 12:11 

Matt 24:15 Rev 13:6 

Antichrist 
Dan 7-8:23-27; 

9:26-27; 11 
Matt 24:4; 

24:15; 24:24-26 
Rev 13:1-10 

Elect Referred to as 
“saints” 

Matt 24:22,24,31 Referred to as 
“saints” 

Saint(s) 
Dan 

7:18,21,22,25,27; 
8:13; 

(Referred to as 
“elect”) Matt 
24:22,24,31 

Rev 5:8; 8:3,4; Rev 
11:18; 13:7; 13:10; 
14:12; 15:3; 16:6; 
17:6; 18:24; 19:8; 

20:9 
Follows with 
Judgment for 

entering 
the Kingdom 

Dan. 7:9-10 Matt 25:31-46 
Rev 16:16; 

Rev19:19-Rev 20:4 

Judgment Dan 7:9-13; 12:2 Matt 25:31-46 Rev 20:11-15 
Kingdom in fo-

cus 
Dan. 8:23-26 

Matt 24:7, 14; 
25:1, 14, 34 

Rev 12:10; 20:1-4 

Temple Dan 5:2,3; 8:13 
Matt 24:1,2; 

24:15 

Rev 3:12; 7:15; 11:1; 
11:2; 11:19; 14:15; 
14:17; 15:5; 15:6; 
15:8; 16:1; 16:17;  

21:22 
Resurrection Dan 12:2  Rev 20:6, 12-13 
Culminates in 

the Revelation of 
the Messiah 

Dan 2:44; 4:3,34;  
6:26; 7:10-27; 12:1  

implied 

Matt 24:29-31; 
25:31-40 

Rev 14:14-20; 
Rev:19:11-16 
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Final Question 
 
Are you saved? The Bible promises “For whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved" (Rom. 10:13). Here’s how: 
 
First, believe that you are a Hell-bound sinner that is totally unacceptable to 
God in your present condition: "For all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God . . . the wages of sin is death" (Romans 3:23; 6:23).  
 
Second, believe that Jesus Christ shed His blood as the full and only payment 
for sin capable of making us acceptable to God: ""For he hath made him [to 
be] sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him." (2Co 5:21 KJV)  
 
Third, believe that Jesus Christ will save you if you will simply believe in Him 
with your whole heart and call on His name right now: "That if thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation” (Romans 10:9-10). 
 
You can pray something like this: “Lord, I believe I’m a sinner worthy of Hell. 
Lord Jesus, I believe you shed Your blood at Calvary as the full payment for 
my sin and my salvation. I receive this payment and the FREE gift of eternal 
available to me now by faith. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.”  
 
If you have just placed your faith in Christ, here’s what happened: "In whom 
ye also [trusted], after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sal-
vation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit 
of promise," (Eph 1:13 KJV) 
 
I hope you’ll contact Dr. Mike for a FREE 8 lesson Foundations of Theology 
Bible study to help get you started right in your NEW LIFE as a believer in 
and follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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